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What is Anarchism?

What is the Melbourne 
Anarchist Communist Group?

What is Communism?

Anarchism is a social philosophy 
based upon the principles of 
liberty, equality and solidarity.  It 
is the political dimension of a free 
society.

The MACG is an organisation 
of class struggle revolutionary 
anarchists who share political 
positions, articulated in theory, 
strategy and tactics.
We aim to encourage struggle 
by the working class for its 
own interests and, within that 
struggle, we aim to advance 
Anarchist ideas as its necessary 
philosophical basis.

Communism is the principle of 
“from each according to their 
ability, to each according to 
their need”.  It is the economic 
dimension of a free society.

Despite a burst of publicity at its fi rst 
appearance, Reclaim Australia (RA) has 
been eclipsed by the certifi able fascists 
of the United Patriots Front (UPF).  The 
UPF announced themselves in May last 
year, when they attempted to march on 
Richmond Town Hall, but they got a hiding.  
They have had similar experiences on 
repeated occasions in Melbourne, 
either being blocked by anti-fascists or 
cowering behind masses of cops.  Their 
mobilisations in Bendigo, however, have 
been far more successful, each time 
outnumbering the anti-fascists who came 
out to counter them.

This hasn’t been all.  Alarmingly, on 1 
November the UPF visited the Melbourne 
Anarchist Club and radio station 3CR, in 
unspoken but clear acts of intimidation.  
Then, on 26 June, the UPF and the even 
more thuggish True Blue Crew decided 
to counter an anti-racist rally in Coburg.  
To cut a long story short, the fascists 
eventually got another hiding, but not 
before things nearly went the other way.

Meanwhile, overseas, fascist groups 
attack refugees in Greece, Italy, Germany 
and Sweden – often with impunity.  The Ku 
Klux Klan and other white supremacists 
rally in the United States, infl icting grievous 

bodily harm on anti-fascists who come out 
against them.  The rise of fascism is world-
wide.

Fascists are not, however, merely thugs 
with swastika tattoos and convictions for 
violent assault.  There are many open 
fascist parties in parliaments in Europe, 
including Golden Dawn in Greece and 
Jobbik in Hungary.  The Front National in 
France and the Freedom Party of Austria, 
though less extreme and denying their 
fascist heritage, are on the verge of taking 
over government.  Finally, though Donald 
Trump in the United States is not a fascist, 
his extreme right populism is providing 
fascists an umbrella under which to 
organise.

Back here in Australia, we see the return 
of Pauline Hanson, who has come out on 
top in the struggle to be the mouthpiece of 
the extreme right.  Having been granted 
uncontested space to spew her racist 
bile on morning television, her party has 
reaped a swag of Senate seats in the 
recent election.  Like Trump, she isn’t a 
fascist, but her party is infested with them 
and they will likely grow in infl uence while 
she’s publicly engaged in her infamous 
xenophobia.

RISE & RISE OF THE EXTREME RIGHT
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It is a burning necessity that all working 
class organisations mobilise against the 
far right, both populist and fascist, before 
the menace grows even larger.  The UPF 
is the most powerful fascist organisation 
in Australia for 80 years, while Hanson 
has the most successful extreme right 
parliamentary presence ever.  Both 
tap into a deep well of Islamophobia 
nourished by years of government and 
media demonisation of Muslims. Their 
claim that the jihadis and their crimes 
are representative of all Muslims is a 
dangerous lie.

The return of Hanson is both a threat 
and an opportunity.  Her policies are 
deadly dangers, but by seeking to 
scapegoat both Muslims and Asians 
simultaneously, she makes herself more 
opponents and renders herself easier 
to rebut in arguments with workers who 
might be attracted to some of her ideas.

All efforts must now be made to bring 
the unions into the struggle.  This will 
be diffi cult, though, due to the cowardly 
nature of the union bureaucracy.  The 
message must be got through to all 
unionists that racism is fatal to working 
class solidarity.

THE TIME TO ACT 
IS NOW
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The Australian Federal election campaign 
grinds on, with most people being heartily 
sick of the whole thing.  Neither the 
Liberals nor Labor are trusted by most 
voters and the major parties are horrifi ed 
at the drift of voters to minor parties of all 
stripes.  Anarchists have something to 
say about this, something deeper than 
just advising people about voting.  We say 
that, if you’re looking to fi x the problems 
in society, Parliament is the wrong place.

Real power in a capitalist society 
doesn’t reside in Parliament, but in the 
boardrooms of the major companies, in 
the editorial rooms of the mainstream 
media, in the offi cers’ mess of the military, 
in the courts and in the offi ces of top public 
service mandarins.  Even if a government 
refl ecting the electorate’s opinions came 
to offi ce, it would be hamstrung by the 
power of society’s real rulers.  It would be 
unable to implement its program and the 
results of its legislation would be contrary 
to expectations.  There is no Parliamentary 
road to a just society.

And what’s on offer anyway?  Exhibit One 
is the Liberal Party, the open mouthpiece 
of Big Business and advocate for 
capitalism itself.  Its actions of the last 
few years speak for themselves – and the 
Liberal politicians replaced Tony Abbott 
with Malcolm Turnbull purely because 
they needed a better salesperson.

Exhibit Two is the Labor Party.  This 
cowardly bunch is far more committed 
to occupying the Treasury benches than 
standing up for their supporters.  They 

want to govern capitalism far more than 
they want to change it.  Over time, they 
have become the neo-liberals they once 
denounced, because capitalism demands 
a neo-liberal policy framework.  If they 
have the misfortune to win offi ce, it will 
be their allotted task to kick Labor voters 
where it hurts, all the while arguing that 
the Libs would kick harder.  Don’t say you 
weren’t warned.

Exhibit Three is The Greens.  If this mob 
ever offered a real alternative to the 
major parties, they gave that up the day 
they decided to tackle global warming by 
putting a price on carbon.  Their intention 
to tackle climate change is not in doubt, 
but they ignore the way carbon pricing 
would make working class people pay 
– and how this would drive workers into 
the arms of climate deniers and the coal 
mining bosses.  Their carbon price fl ows 
from their belief that a just and sustainable 
capitalism is possible.  Greens members 
are not advised to go shopping for used 
cars on their own.

Let’s leave aside the assorted Right Wing 
Nut Jobs (pausing only to note that they 
range from religious bigots to bona fi de 
Fascists) and the plethora of middle-of-
the-road to mildly progressive single issue 
groups - listing them would send readers 
to sleep.  Their grievances and causes, 
to the extent to which they are legitimate, 
are insoluble in direct proportion to their 
signifi cance to the operations of capitalism.  
If it would stop the rich getting richer and 
the poor getting poorer, it would have 

ELECTIONS ARE NOT THE 
ANSWER

Buckley’s chance of being implemented.  
Finally, the Nick Xenophon Team presents 
a moderate image even while they peddle 
protectionism and uphold Australia’s 
imperialist military build-up.

What about the various Socialist parties 
running in selected electorates and 
some Senate races?  No, there’s still 
no Parliamentary road for them.  While 
it’s no crime to enter Parliament in order 
to oppose every capitalist government 
consistently, refusing them confi dence 
and blocking attacks on the working class, 
the campaign necessary to get there 
is a massive waste of time and effort.  
Any opponent of capitalism would get a 
better reward for their efforts by building 
a working class movement in workplaces 
and communities, rather than entering a 

forum where the rules are rigged against 
us.  

Whoever wins this election will fi nd a 
global economy which is stagnating and 
threatening to spin completely out of 
control, while international events are 
both breaking up the European Union 
and building towards a confl ict between 
the United States and China.  Parliament, 
necessarily focused on the national 
arena, cannot solve these questions – 
and, under pressure from uncontrollable 
global events, will inevitably attack the 
working class to solve the problems of 
capitalism in Australia.  Removing the 
capitalists from power is necessary, but 
Lucy Parsons was right when she said the 
words below.


