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THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

The dust is settling in Australia after
Labor lost the Federal election everybody
expected it to win. The Liberals are
triumphant and, for now, united behind
Scott Morrison. Meanwhile, Labor is in
shock and has retreated into its shell,
after signalling that it will be dumping the
policies that drew the most heat from the
Liberals and the media. Meanwhile, the
Greens, having improved their vote and
retained all their seats, confounded their
mainstream critics and have emerged
with a restored reputation.

The immediate temptation for the political
Left is to trim its sails and adapt to the
new conventional wisdom. Fortunately,
many have resisted this. Instead,
they are angry at the ALP for running
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a complacent campaign and under-
estimating the push-back there would
be from vested interests. In a way, it
is a small-scale equivalent of Labor’s
mistake over bank nationalisation in
1949. Labor approached its policies as
technocratic, mildly progressive reforms,
but the political Right saw them as a
fundamental assault on their power
base. The visceral anger of millionaire
retiree investors and the genuine fear of
coal mining communities for their future
swept Labor’s technocratic reforms out
of the public arena. The media campaign
waged by the Murdoch press, the Liberals
and Clive Palmer took votes off a Labor
Party that doesn’t know how to fight.

How should Anarchists react?

Firstly, we know there’s no Parliamentary
road to libertarian communism, so we'’re
not going there. Secondly, we're not
in the business of giving advice to the
Labor Party on how to run its campaigns
better. And thirdly, we're not going to
say “Oh, goody, the Greens are on the
way back.” Instead, we analyse the
political landscape because we want to
advance the argument for building an
Anarchist Communist movement that can
contribute to the working class struggle.
We want to know what to do next.
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And in deciding what to do next, we have
to assess what's coming next. To what
events will we need to respond?

The most immediate thing is that the
Liberals reckon they're invincible. If
they can spend three years consuming
themselves in internal warfare while
pursuing policies most people detest,
and still win an election, their
arrogance will know no bounds. They will
go for the jugular on policy and ignore its
unpopularity. Similarly, the Liberal Right
and its noisy backers in the Murdoch
press and on Sky after dark will decide
that party discipline is for sissies. They
will pursue their pet culture war issues
and, if Morrison decides they need to tone
it down, they’ll set out to nobble him like
they nobbled Turnbull. If a good election
campaign can get people to forget the
previous three years of disaster, the
next campaign can get the coming three
years forgotten.

Beyond that, dark economic storm clouds
are brewing. The Australian economy
is slowing to a stall, while real wages
haven’'t grown in the last few years and
don’t look like growing any time soon.
Meanwhile, the trade war between the
United States and China is deepening.
This threatens to plunge the world into
recession, one which would particularly
hit Australia, given its great reliance on
trade with China. It's been nearly thirty
years since Australia had a recession, so
most people with jobs now didn't have
one then. A recession now would be a
massive political shock as well as an
economic one.

Next, and contrary to the fatuous Right
wing commentator Andrew Bolt, climate

change is an issue that won't go away.
In fact, as climate change accelerates,
so will both the environmental disasters
it brings and the movement of young
people against the climate emergency.
The next hot summer will definitely make
climate change impossible to ignore
and might possibly kill the Great Barrier
Reef. Already, Morrison is copping
unprecedented flak from leaders of South
Pacific island countries. He has met a
problem he wasn'’t expecting. His bullying
tactics in protecting the interests of coal
mining companies are opening South
Pacific doors to China and undermining
Australia’s imperialist interests there.

Finally, Fascism is continuing to rise
worldwide. Open Fascist parties have
large delegations in a number of
European Parliaments, while crypto-
Fascist parties are even junior partners in
some governments. Meanwhile, Fascists
have come to power atop democratic
governments in places like Brazil, India
and the Philippines. And in the United
States, Donald Trump seems to be doing
his best to encourage its growth, even
as Fascist groups on the ground suffer
setbacks in the wake of the continuing
fallout from the murderous Unite the Right
mobilisation in Charlottesville in 2017.
Here in Australia, while the wider Fascist
milieu is broadening, Fascist groups
have continued to have difficulties.

It is these things: Liberal arrogance,
the danger of recession, accelerating
climate change and the Fascist threat
that, together, form significant elements
of the political terrain in Australia today.
And it is these things that will guide the
MACG in the next few years.

IF YOU DON'T FIGHT YOU LOSE
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FASCISM AND ITS CURE

Mass murders, and attempted mass
murders, committed by Fascists worldwide
appear to be occurring at an accelerating
pace. Since the Christchurch massacre in
March, there has been the Gilroy Garlic
Festival massacre in the US in July, the
El Paso massacre in early August and
an attempted massacre at a mosque
in Norway about a week later. This is a
phenomenon of the utmost seriousness.

A Fascist group is a conspiracy to murder
and deserves to be treated as such. It
is now clear, though, that Fascists carry
out their deadly program not only through
formal groups. Recent massacres have
been committed by individuals who
engaged in on-line discussions with
other Fascists, each of them praising
massacres and calling, in general terms,
for their replication.

Street mobilisations of Fascists must
be confronted and, where possible,
defeated. This is clear and the MACG
has stated this repeatedly, but it is not
enough. It doesn't cut off Fascism at its
roots and hasn't prevented individuals
rising from the sewers of 8chan to commit
their unaffiliated massacres.

The paranoid nationalism of the Fascists
who are spreading rapidly is a response
to the inability of national governments
to soften the impact of neo-liberalism on
their citizens. Nationalism, the common
and unquestioned assumption of all
capitalist ideologies and also of social
democracy, isn’t working well enough, so
the reflex reaction is to double down on it.
This environment is a boon to Fascists,

since they take nationalism to its logical
conclusion.

Since Fascism arises from the crisis of
global capitalism, the only thing that can
defeat it is a movement to resolve this
crisis in the interests of the multi-racial,
multicultural and gender diverse working
class of the world. At the moment, we're
a long way from this. In every country,
the mainstream unions have a nationalist
political framework and even as a visible
minority current, internationalists can only
be found in a few countries.

There are impressive movements in
support of refugees in many countries
and internationalists are prominent in
them, but the movements are trapped in a
minority position and are tackling the State
where it is strong and we are weak. These
movements, necessary as they are, will
not make the required breakthrough.

What can work? Only by harnessing
the inherent power of workers in the
workplace can we turn the tide. An
internationalist workers’ movement can
cut the appeal of Fascism off at the knees,
through demonstrating that the one thing
more powerful than global capitalism is
the global working class. This, however,
raises the problem of the appalling state
of the existing unions. Around the world,
recent victories have been few and far
between. Instead, unions have suffered
defeat after defeat, shrinking in size and
retreating politically. The union officials
are plainly not up to the task of defending
the institutions over which they preside.
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We need to face the hard knowledge that we
have to go back to basics and rebuild workplace
organisation from the ground up. We are not
dogmatic about organisational tactics here. They
will differ from country to country according to
the state of the unions and the environment in
which they operate. In some countries, workers
will need to build new unions. In others, we will
need an insurgency within the existing unions.
And in others, it will be best, at least for the now,
to operate informally and possibly underground.
In Australia, the best course is likely to be a rank
and file insurgency inside the unions. It will avoid
taking the positions of the union officials until
the existing legislative framework is rendered
unenforceable. Any officials who want to co-
operate with this program should be worked with,
but not relied upon.

The growth of Fascism is ongoing. The massacres
will continue and perhaps keep accelerating until
we have a movement that can both confront it
physically and address the political issues that
give it life. This requires workers uniting across
borders to win battles that cannot be won on the
national terrain. Whether we are talking about
cars, mining, garments or anything else, we
confront global corporations and global supply
chains. Our response must be global. And by
building a truly global labour movement, we
can not only defeat Fascism, but open the door
to a workers’ revolution that will do away with
capitalism forever.

WORKERS OF THE WORLD
UNITE!
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What is Anarchism?

Anarchism is a social
philosophy based upon the
principles of liberty, equality
and solidarity. Itis the political
dimension of a free society.

What is Communism?

Communism is the principle
of “from each according
to their ability, to each
according to their need”. ltis
the economic dimension of a
free society.

What is the
Melbourne Anarchist
Communist Group?

The MACG is an organisation
of class struggle revolutionary
anarchists who share political
positions, articulated in
theory, strategy and tactics.
We aim to encourage struggle
by the working class for its
own interests and, within
that struggle, we aim to
advance Anarchist ideas as
its necessary philosophical
basis.

Melbourne Anarchist Communist Group
PO Box 5108, Brunswick North VIC 3056

http://melbacg.wordpress.com/
macgl1984@yahoo.com.au




