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Fascism on the march
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Fascism, in various 
guises, is on the march 
in most advanced 
Western countries and 
some underdeveloped 
countries. The extent of 
its rise is related to the 
history and the state of 
society in each.

The situation is most severe in Europe, 
where liberal capitalists’ illusions 
about the “end of history” have been 
shattered most cruelly. Mass Fascist 
parties have risen in Austria, Belgium, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden 
and Ukraine. In Austria, they have 
even entered the government, while 
in Ukraine they were offi cially part of 
the government for a time after the 
Euromaidan protests. In addition, the 
governments of Hungary and Poland are 
hard Right wing national conservatives. 
They share some of the features of 
Fascism and are implementing parts of 
the Fascists’ program. Meanwhile, the 
Russian government openly collaborates 
with Fascists both at home and abroad.

Two factors have been 
driving this. Firstly, 
Europe is a more 
accessible destination 
than Australia, Canada 
and the US for migrants 
from the Third World 
fl eeing poverty and 
oppression.  It has 
traditionally been a 

source of emigration, not a destination 
for immigrants.  Accordingly, many 
societies are experiencing challenges to 
deep seated nativist currents for the fi rst 
time.  The capitalist class cannot resist 
using cultural anxieties about immigrants 
to divert popular anger so they do not 
become targets themselves. The Fascists 
are able to take the capitalists’ racism to 
its logical conclusion, arguing forcefully 
for what the capitalists usually only imply.

The second factor is the failure of the 
European Union. The EU is a utopian 
project, aiming to solve the fundamental 
problem of Europe – the fact that the 
forces and relations of production 
there have far outgrown the suffocating 
confi nes of the nation state. While the 
problem is intractable under capitalism, 
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there is no law of history that says you 
can’t try. Thus the EU.

What has occurred in Europe is that 
the project of economic and political 
integration has become trapped half-
way. The capitalists have found they 
cannot drive it further, while a return to 
unco-ordinated national autonomy would 
produce economic ruin. On the other 
hand, the current shape of the EU is 
dysfunctional, producing both neo-liberal 
austerity and pointless bureaucracy. 
The Fascists advance a solution - to cut 
the Gordian knot of the EU and make 
somebody else pay the costs of its 
break-up. This is a recipe for war against 
both the enemy without and the enemy 
within. The parties of the political Centre, 
meanwhile, are like kangaroos in the 
headlights – doomed if they stay where 
they are, but frozen into immobility.

In the United States, an entrenched 
two party system has prevented the 
emergence of a mass Fascist party, 
but there is a plethora of new Fascist 
groups trying to take advantage of the 
social toxins released by Donald Trump. 
The US has its own cultural anxieties 
around immigration. In particular, racists 
are agitated by demographic trends 
indicating that at some future date, white 
people (a category subject to moveable 
and confl icting defi nitions anyway) 
will decrease from being a majority of 
society to being merely a plurality. Once 
again, in a society founded on genocide, 
slavery and violent racism, capitalists 
use immigrants and ethnic minorities as 
lightning rods for discontent and Fascists 
take the capitalists’ racism to its logical 
conclusion. While the growing Fascist 

current is yet to take clear organisational 
form, there are worrying signs that the 
Republican Party may be vulnerable to 
Fascist colonising.

In Australia, the Fascists are still marginal, 
having their political space largely taken 
up by the hard Right half-way house of 
Pauline Hanson’s One Nation. Hanson 
has worked hard to keep open Fascists 
off her candidates’ list, though one or 
two have slipped through and it’s clear 
her party is infested with them at the 
grassroots. Organisationally, Fascists 
in Australia have proven a disaster, a 
pantomime on the theme of “Everybody 
wants to be Führer”. It would be a serious 
error to be complacent however, because 
a talented leader could come along 
tomorrow and unite them. Further, even 
disorganised Fascists can be dangerous 
for Muslims, Jews, African immigrants 
and other targets.

One thing holding back the development 
of Fascism in Australia, though, is the fact 
that the capitalist class here is confl icted 
about fomenting racism. While all the 
usual minorities still function as attractive 
lightning rods for internal discontents, 
there is an external constraint.  Australia, 
being a European settler outpost 
on the edge of Asia, is vulnerable to 
being denounced as racist by Asian 
governments and locked out of trade with 
the region. This would be a disaster for 
Australian capitalists and they have so 
far been much more careful and targeted 
in their racism than in Europe and the 
US. There are, however, no guarantees 
that this will endure in the event of an 
economic crisis.
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FORTRESS AUSTRALIA MEANS 
RACIST TORTURE

Late last year, the Manus Island Detention 
Centre was closed. Nominally run by 
the Papua New Guinea Government, 
it was in reality operated by the 
Australian Government using remote 
control.  Inconveniently, in April 2016 
the PNG Supreme Court found that the 
centre violated the PNG Constitution 
by imprisoning almost 900 people who 
had not committed any crime. Instead 
of immediately releasing the refugees 
imprisoned there, the governments 
conspired to keep them locked up while 
taking their time coming up with alternative 
arrangements.

The Manus refugees have been protesting 
their treatment for years. In the run-up to 
the closure, they escalated their protests 
greatly, getting wide publicity in Australia 
via social media and then breaking into 
the mass media. The new accommodation 
is located in the town, rather than on 
the isolated naval base that housed the 
Detention Centre, and the PNG citizens 
on Manus are deeply divided over the 
refugees. Some are very hostile and have 
issued threats.

As the closure deadline approached 
and centre management became more 
desperate, the vast majority of refugees 
refused to move. They maintained their 
non-violent stance in the face of escalating 
violence from the PNG police and military, 
directed by the PNG Government, and the 
security guards at the centre, ultimately 
directed by the Australian Government. 
Their struggle sparked widespread 
sympathy and a series of demonstrations 
by the refugee support movement in 
Australia.  The Government was at 

last paying a small price for its policy of 
systematic cruelty.

In late November, a brutal police assault 
succeeded in removing the 600 remaining 
protestors.   While protests have since 
died down, news continues to trickle out. 
The centre was closed while much of 
the new accommodation was still under 
construction and uninhabitable. While 
technically the refugees are not “detained” 
there (they can come and go), their lives 
are still highly regulated and closure 
has been a pretext for cutting back and 
removing services. Fears about the 
hostile reception awaiting the refugees in 
the township have been validated, while 
conditions in the new accommodation are 
poor. One block even has raw sewage 
running down the street – just the thing to 
make the neighbours happy!

The torture of the refugees on Manus and 
the similar torture visited on the refugees 
on Nauru are things that the Australian 
Government would like everyone to forget. 
Triumphant rhetoric about “Sovereign 
Borders” is a little harder to maintain when 
the struggles of refugees force the human 
cost of those policies into public view. 
A Fortress Australia policy necessarily 
means racist violence against those the 
policy seeks to exclude and the treatment 
of refugees on Manus and Nauru amounts 
to torture on a grand scale. Both major 
parties in Australia stand condemned 
over this.

The Melbourne Anarchist Communist 
Group supports the struggles of refugees, 
who are simply demanding their legal 
rights to asylum. We call on the union 
movement in Australia, sections of which 

FREE THE REFUGEES
LET THEM STAY

BRING THEM HERE
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Melbourne Anarchist Communist Group
PO Box 5108, Brunswick North VIC 3056

http://melbacg.wordpress.com/
macg1984@yahoo.com.au

What is Anarchism?

What is the Melbourne 
Anarchist Communist 
Group?

What is Communism?

Anarchism is a social 
philosophy based upon the 
principles of liberty, equality 
and solidarity.  It is the political 
dimension of a free society.

The MACG is an organisation 
of class struggle revolutionary 
anarchists who share political 
positions, articulated in theory, 
strategy and tactics.
We aim to encourage struggle 
by the working class for its 
own interests and, within 
that struggle, we aim to 
advance Anarchist ideas as 
its necessary philosophical 
basis.

Communism is the principle of 
“from each according to their 
ability, to each according to 
their need”.  It is the economic 
dimension of a free society.
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The Melbourne Anarchist Communist Group 
believes the best immediate response to 
Fascism is an internationalist working class 
movement of resistance in the form of a 
united front. Within this, we can put forward 
a libertarian communist solution to the many 
crises of capitalism. We participate in the 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 
because, although it has severe fl aws, it does 
some good work and is the only working class 
united front available to us at the moment. 
We hope to contribute to solving its problems, 
most importantly its isolation from the union 
movement, and fi ght for a world where 
Fascism is consigned permanently to the 
dustbin of history.

have quite reasonable refugee policies, to act 
on them and come to the refugees’ defence. We 
look forward to a workers’ revolution which will 
create a single federal world community with 
freedom of movement for everyone. And in the 
meantime, we support the work of the Close the 
Camps Action Collective:
https://www.facebook.com/Close-the-Camps-
Action-Collective-1741130979474102/.
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