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WHERE IS THE CONSCIENCE
OF THE WORLD!

HE fall of Barcelona does not spell the end of Loyalis

resistance. as it is trwmiphantly anneunced by the
fascist press agencies, Dul undnubtediv, it is the heaviest
blow dealt the struggling Spanish peaple ever since the
civil war began,

It signifies not only the loss of the most ndustrial oty
with all the material resources of Catalonia serving as
the sinews of the formidable resistance o the Traltan and
German invasion, Tt means wmuch more than that. Bar-
celona was the greatest reservolr of revolutionary prole-
larian energy, asserting iiself in the unique {orms of his.
loric struggle against Spanish reaction and, even more
s6 in the remarkable work of social reconstruction carried
on during the last two vears,

It took several generations of titande struggles to huill
up this reservoir of comstructive revolutionary energy.
Like the Leningrad and Moscow prodetariat, the workers
of Barcelona went through the herne school of harricades,
revolts and general strikes. They paid with the blood of
thousands of their best sons for tlic great privilege of
heing v the vanguard of the proletarian striggles of
the world over,

And now they are turned over to the savage hordes
of Mussolinl and Hitler, who, realizing 100 well the deep
roots which Bbertarian socialism struck among the works
ers of Barcelona, have committed themselves in advance
to & program of reprisals whick will make all the past
horrors of fascist savageries pale in comparison.

That this supreme tragedy was allowed to take place,
15 in the first place due to the betrayal of the French and
Diritish socialists who flouted the elementary demands of
irernational proletarian solidarity, the ofementary con-
sitferations of their swn sefety endangered by the world-
wide plot of Chamberlain and Mussolini. The historie
responsibibity of the Blums and Ciirines O the comage
of Darcelons, with all the ominous consequences whick
this defeat entails for the progressive Torees of the workd,
1 ever greater thar thad of Ebert and Scheidemann who
tent themselves as willing tools of the atteupted policy of
strapeuisting the Russian October revolution,

Aeong with all revelutionisis we deeply mourn this
areatest defeat sustained by the proletariat of Spain and

the world, At the same e we must also rameniher the

necessity not onply of mourning but alse of fighting. The
Spanish revolution s but the prelude of the great world-
wide struggle into which we have entered, 'We still have
the historic opportunity to redeem the Barcelona tragedy
upon the larger stage of world revalution,

AMERICA'S DILEMMA

ROM dav to day we see growing signs of a strong
undertow of reaction beating against the surface of
American life,

These signs manifest thernselves not only in the predi-
feration of nnmersus groupings of an openly faseist char-
acter. With all the powerful financial resotrces—foreign
and domestice-thrown into the task of keeping alive the
varigus fascist organizations of this country, the fascist
abomination stll skims only the very frothy surface of
our Hfe. it is still unable to pollnte to any extent the
vitad currents of American society.

It 1s the other kind of reaction-—the mailve reaction
still adhernig o the patterns of the past historic spruggles
but wready chafing under the restraints imposed by those
traditions-—ihat makes itsell felt so strongly. Te 35 the
ever ntensified drive of the "60 {amilies” for political con-
trod that is sweeping into its care{lully camoutlaged drive
ever greater masses of the middle classes and disiBesioned
farmer and workers. And the sweep of this reactionary
momenturs may carsy us wel over the watershed divid-
ing the jraditional struggles of American conservatisng
fremm the overt reaction of the fascist type,

That the ruling cconomic oligarchy has finally seen To
to throw off the cloak of bumility before the dearly
sianifested popular will is in Hself a sign of some danger-
ous state of popular mind. Without this siate of dis-
Hlusbmsment and Dewilderment, the aggressive challenge
of the ruling economic powers would never be as un-
resgrained in Hs character as It is proving o be of late
ftowonid never dare to come out opendy with its plans for
dismantling the W.P.A., for throwing millions of destitute
people hack into Hoovervilles, for smashing labor unions
in the newlv organized industries, for organizing a system
of reprisals against lbor, radicals and liberals of the
country—were 1t not sure of eliciting some popular
response by skilfully directing the growing wave of mass
siscontent against the self-defeating policies of the New
Ereal.

For, as in Cerpany, the primary cause of the tragic
shiverce between the democratic forces and the masses of
peuple--a divorce already adumbrated here in Americio
fies w the malility of the former fo attack the basic
proddun of putting millions of people back to work, The
simple expedient of the New Deal allowing it 0 prop up
to some extent the stalled cconmic apparatis, is admi-
tedlyv oniv ia the nature of a makeshift. And when that
maeeshift is being carried over {rom vear to year, it in-
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LABOR—A HOUSE DIVIDED

by SAM WEINER

L past yedr in the labor movement s characrerized

by 4 very discouraging reversal of the upward trend
which had resulted in the organization of mass produetion
mdustry,

No longer do we heur of great strikes smd struggles
against the economic masters, The labor movenent, spe-
cifically, the C1.O. and AF.ofL., is engaged in 2 des-
perate struggle not agamst the emplovers, but against
euch other. The prize at stake 1s domination of the tabor
mavement.  In this struggle all tactics, so matter how
repreliensible, ure regarded justified,

Oaly a conscious reawakening on the part of the dis-
appointed and outraged workers can reverse the trend.
Nowhere is ihis inter-union warfare more evident than
in the basic maritime, auto, textile, clothing wnd steel
industries,

How can we view the defection from the C.1.0. of such
formidable bodies as Dubinsky’s 1.1L.G.W.U., the Martin
{ohowers in the UAW.? What is the significance of
Dan Tobin's veiled threat to withdraw his teamsters from
the A F.ofL., and Gorman’s split with the TW.0.C.?

Unfortunately, these defections are not mdicative of 4
genuine disgust of the membership with the Lewis dic-
tatorship or the Green bureaucracy. They signify that
Lewis will not share his power, and that Green's company
will not admit new partners, The disappointed leaders
are threatening to go htto business for themselves, or at
least using that threat as a bargaining point in achieving
a higher status for themselves in the old live unions. The
demoralizing effect of this constant shift on the workers.
reduced to pawns in the game, greatly sups their vitality
for effective struggle such as the C.LO. was capable of
during the early stages of its rise. ‘This period of dehili-
tating inner sirife spells an ominous course for fature
events in the {ace of the political reaction {a¢ing America,
On The Textile Front

The CLO. Textile Workers Organizing Comimittee
has remamed nactive. A signficant section of the work-
ers, especially in New England, has suffered {rom the
eventual effects of the conciliatory tactics of the buresn-
cratic Sidnes Hillman., Wages are low, unemployment is
rife, while the bosses ride rough shed over the prostrate
workers, The workers registered their protest against
the do-nothing policy of their leaders by many sporadic
outbreanks against the union officialdom, notably i Rhode
Psbaned, Fall Rver, and New Pediord, Mass.

THzeontent bas tuken the form, however, of o movement
wr return 1o the A F ofl. under the leadership of Gorman.
T desperation, the workers Jump from the froing pan into
the fire. The ubsence of revolutionary hless and forces
cupable of crystalBzing this sentiment into proper channels
s prinmriy responsible for this coudition. Fhe inspiring
Jdays of the Laowrence, Fall River, and Paterson strikes
under the hanaer of the TWOW, must be revived, The

workers ure anxions and ripe for the message of revolu-
tionary industrial uniomsn,

Maritime Unions

1n the fast issue of Fanguard, we took note of the fact
that the mdependent und militant Sailor’s Unien of the
Pacific (SUP ) bad finally jemed the AF.oflL. und
organized the Seafarer’s International Union of North
America ($.1.U.), Since then, events have demonstrated
the foily of such a step. Already the vices for which the
AFofl. is noterious are therited by its lutest offspring,
the SLU, The splendid traditions and ¢lean record of
the S 1P thireaten to hecome things of the past.

All the oid discredited officiuls of the defunct Inter
national Sesmen’s Unlon (18U}, Juseph P. Ryan, of
the longshorenen's union, his gangsters and racketeers,
who were deposed only after a long and bitter struggle
by the rank and file of the seamen, are again on the
ascendaney.  Harry Lundeberg, secretary of the S UP,
and his newly found friends, the disciples of the Notorious
Exile, the Frotzkyites, are making attempis to exclude
these elements from the S.1.U, but with little success,

When the A F.ofL., st its last convention, empowered
Lundeberg to organize the 51U, he agreed to retain the
very elements whom he is now irying to combat. This
explains why such reprehensible strong-arm men ag
Wilbury Dickey (“What-s-man Epps”}, Shefsted, and
many others are on the payroll of the LU, All attempts
to eject them from the hall and divorce them from the
payroll have failed. The gangsters claim that they were
put there by their respective umions which have been
incorporated into the 51U

The dispatcher of the SUP. in the port of New
Orleans was run out of town by the above-mentioned
Shetsted and replaced by a tool of the old L350, Sixty
full boolomembers of the S.UF. were prevented from
sailing on S.U.P. ships. 'Fheir jobs were faken by finks
and friends of the gangsters, who weve forced to pay ten
dollars each m order to get the job. The old gang is
getting stromger.

The situation s farther comphicated because the charter
granied to Lundeberg 1s only temporary. Upon the ex-
piration of the charter, he must show the executive board
of the A F.otl. that he has built a union on all coasts
el suceeeded in displacing the existiug C1.0. National
Martime Unioa {(NALULY He must show that he has
established good relations with and absorbed 2} the old
AFofl. maritime unions which are now part of the
aewly organized S.1.U. He must perform the impossible
tusk of bailding o uron ont of all the corrupt and dis-
credited clements—the goons, fakers, politicians and fAinks
of all siripes | people who collaborste with the shipowners
e} the government.

True o the traditions) A F.ofl. policy, the S 14U, as
an integral purt of the A F.ofl., must purge from its
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ranks all “reds,” al] militants. Under the terms of agree-
ment, Lundebery is required to do this. This explains why
he refuses to ship members of the class-conscious LW.W.
Marine Transport Workers Industrial Union, Ne. 310
{M.T.W.} and other militants, This explaing the cam-
paign of villification being carried on against rebellious
seamten.  Forgotten ave the days when the MUTAV. was
prajsed by Lumdeberg and DWW, lalls were used by the
5L to slup out its members on the east and gulf coasts.

The old ory of Cdual unionism” s rassed as an excuse
to get 1id of the AT W, members. The hypocrisy of this
charge can be fully appreciated when we bear i mind
the fact that the S0 i trving to Taild a anion dnal
o the N.M.U

Chaos in the maritine industry, Tactionad feads hoiwean
adherents of the CL.O. and the AF.oiL. have blinded
the average worker to the great dangers that beset him,
The fight agsinst government regulation, govermnent
hiring halls, lags. Only a handfull of wilitants carries
on the battle, The N.M.U. is commitied to the support
of government regulation. The S.UFP. has withdrawn its
active support {rom the Aght agaimst government regu-
lation, thus cenforming to AF.eofl. tradition

At no time was the need for revolutionary umonisa
greater thau it is sow. The last convention ot the MLTAV.
aware i this need, has taken effective steps 1o imtensify
revolutionary organization, to keep np the fight for union
hiring halls, and against govermment regimentation. They
realize that this is the only effective program-—the one
the semmer will be Torced to adopt when they witness the
demoralizing effect of the S.1.UL and N.MU programs
ot maritime conditions,

Auto Union Fights ltself

The struggle for control of the United Amomobile
Workers of America {UA WY has again broken owt
The "peace” engineered by the burcaucracy of the Cl.0%
was only a brief truce, The wirring factions, represented
by Homer Martin, the deposed president. and Richard
Frankensteen, of the executive board, have wseed the tem-
porary respite to warshall their {eoces for a decisive
struggle.

Martin, n his attompt to beat the coalition consisting
of Murray, Lewis, Hillman, Frankensteen, and company,
has enlisted the support of uo less formidable an ally
than Harry Bennett, personnel director of the Ford Mowy
Company. It is obvious that Ford would not conntenarce
the organization of his 100000 workers, into o real union,
Any organization of Ford workimen into a bonafide union
wonld reguive a major battde.  The sudden cordialiny
between Martin and Ford mdicates one of two things:
Martin connived either to form an “mdependent’” tmion
under Ford’s control, or 1o use the newly orgunized Ford
workers in order to gain a decisive vole i kis favor ar
the next convention of the UAW. In either case, these
negotiations undertaken behind the backs of the workers
stamp Martin as a traitor to the cause of the labor move
ment, whose sinister vole is becoming more and muone

apparent.  Martin's vole is shown by the high-handed

methods which characterze his admbustration,

The opposition is composed of various elements: Com-
mnists, Sucialists and other politicians.  Their record
coudd certainly never stand the hght of even a onrsory
cxamination,  They likewise are gnilly of usurpation of
power e cass eollaboration, Without exception, alf
of the members of the executive buard supported the aut-
racons Cdigeiplinary’ clanse i the contract with General
Motors, v wliich the company con discipline any meuber
wolie fails o obey contpany rides. N mest rigid dicator-
sivip reigns b the locals, Large swns of money are dis-
sensed ot the discretion of the regional directors, but no
concrete results in the way of improved comditions or
Better wages have been accomplished.

fnsefar as the 0.0, “courdinating” commitied 5 con-
cerned. it is certaim that they are no less dictatorial than
Mhartin, 11 Martin 35 justly accused of making common
cause with the bosses in negolialing secrel agreements,
the same van be said for Lewis in his dealings with the
Steed Trust and the mine owners, The deposed members
of the exceutive board whe justly condemn Martin for
playing ball with Ford have never uttered one word of
protest agatust the scandalows agreements which they
pegotiated together with Marting  This applies 10 the
Creneral Motors agreement, to the Plymouth and Chrysler
agreements, and to many others. They have aided Martin
and the CLO, leadership in establishing a dictatorslkip in
the LLAW, and ave therefore no less culpable.

The ather faction, with the full backimg of Lewis and
cumpany, have depesed Martin and chusen Thomas, the
vice-president, i his place.  The expelied members of
the exeentive buard were reinsiated. [t wil be observed,
however, that in all of shese mancenvres affecting the
very exsstence of the anion, e wmewborship has aeter
even boor considicd, UTheit’s not o feason why, thell’s
but 1o do and die”

Wil the split, the situstion v the dwdustey b st
desperate Tor the workers,  The bosses now have the
chance that they have been awaiting-—the chance 1o smash
the nnion.

Az for the Uprogressives,” they have falled miserably,
No gronp presented s program o the workers which
would effectively abolish class collaborasion and dictator
sitip, Their clief convesn seems 1o be the mamienance of
their fubs and their prestige.  This applies especially 1w
the Lovesionites who are supporting Martin, They go
S0 Tar as o prase s man ke MeCarimer, whe is a fascist
and wha tessihed Defore the Dies Conmitiee, In their
Batred for the Salinists, thev are wilbng w ewbrace the
3 s, We held no bried for the Cunmnmunists-—cur

Tas

manusts, of any otler group.

Wit the demoralization of the ULAW., there is
great need for a rank and fle movement which alone can
deprase the politicians of both {actons, The revolstionists
st erganize the rank and file and dean house.
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THE DANGER OF NATIONALISM

by RUDOLF ROCKER

{Carrindsd)

BI:C'J'WT—LI{,\' polisical aspirations for power of privileged

aunorities sud the cultural sctivity of the people
there s alwavs an internal struggle going om. shace
both travel nn differenst rouds whiclh can never morge
voluntarily and they can onlv be seldeved tegether v
external forces and mental coercion 1o a seeming har-
mony. 1i the state docs not sacceed in diredting coltural
activity within its jurisdiction into channels appropriste
W its uwn purposes and thus stunt its natural development.
the culture will sooner or later burst asunder the political
frames which & feels are ag obstacle to its growthh  If.
however, the palitical machinery is strong encugh to
dominate the caltaral life tor a long period aud to mold
it into the forms i destres, {1 seeks other venues of
expression #5 U camol be vonfned or foreed mip any
political limits,

States unever perish throagh “over-refimement of cul-
ture”; they die {rom the overexpunsion of the politieal
power principle to which they sacrifice graduually all the
Biving forces of the country, Beeause this 18 the curse of
every power they continuously endeavor o extend the
domain of thew control, whether i be the power of the
church, a state vr a party. The whole authurity of a state
15 borne by this principle which gradually surpasses and
chokes all other furces and so becomes the cause of Us
mnternal decay,

This is the great difference between power and cultuve:
Vvery eulture a3 long w8 i 15 not oo greurly mifluenced
in its development by political tmpediments resulis i
continnous rejuvenation and a vonstant search for sewer
forms, & constant growth of the muliiplicity of creative
activity, Every successfud deed nwskes the necessity for
greater perfection and deeper spiritualization.  Calture
is always creative awd always gropes (or new fonns of
activity, It resembles the trees o the virgin forest whose
Uranches touch the soil and push forth new roots.

Power is never creative; it ondy takes advantage of the
creative strength of culture to cover up s deficiencies
and to mcrease s prestige. 1t alwavs acts destructively
as it always endeavors to foree il phenomeny of social
Lfe mto the tron corset of it8 laws. Its gpirttual form of
expression is dead deagma; its physioal expression, brutal
force. The ntellectual shallowness of its aspiration places
its impring on the bearers, who make themselves sparttless
and bratal even U they vrigloally had grest capabilities.

The modern state is nothing but the embediment of
the power principle of the ruling classes, the victory of
unifonmity over the rich multiplicity of the hie of the
people: the triumph of mental drilling over the natural
formation of character; the replacement of the sense of
personality by a stupid cadaverous obedience; in vae
word, the suppression of freedom by brutal power into
senseless molds, That was alreudy recognized by Prowd-

lwm, when he told Mazzint, the most unportant repre-
sentutive of the wlea of national unity:

A great centralized stale suppresses all the {reedom
of the provinces and municipalities in favor of a higher
power—the government. What in truth s the unity of
a nationn?  The absorption of separate folk-groups in
which bimman bemgs hve and which differ from one
another, into the abstract idea of a nation 1 which no
one breathes wnd no one ksows each other, . . . Having
wmken from mau every right to decide about himself, an
enprmous bureancracy, a legion of employees is necessary
1w make this raachine functdon, To protect it {rom within
ard without, 1 standing army is needed, officials, soldiers,
worcenaries ; these will now represent the nation. This
magniticent ity needs glory, splendour, luxury and an
unposing vl bst, nmbassadors, pensions, pork barrels,
ele,  bn such a opational unity state everybody has his
Band out,  And who payvs the parasites?  The people
Whoever says ‘united mation” means ¢ nation which is
sall 1o s povernment. . . Tlis unity s nothing else
but 1 farm of bourgeots explottation under the protection
of bavonets,  Yes, the political national unity of our big
powers 1s the role of the bourgeoisic. Hence the enthusi-
wsm of the bourgeoisie for the ‘unity state’”

The britliant Frenchmun recognized the moving prin-
ciple of all aspirations for natioual unity. But our modern
state speialists, {rom the Social Democrats to the various
branches of Russtan Bolshevising can not see even today,
what he foresaw deerly because s vision was not
closded by 3 biind belief m the state ag professed by
modern labor partics. o continuation of the sbsolutist
aspirations of the [6th and 17th centuries, And, more-
aver, the integration of the labor movement n the sphere
of tle nationul state has contribated cunsiderably to the
present sitwationn.  The seceptance of the wmational state
was at the sume thne the wcceptance of the monopolistic
cconomic order which 8 its basis.

Frvery flirtation with natiopalist principles 1s 4 danger
for maw's future 1n geners! and for socialism i purticular,
Not enly did the sociul denocracy learn this at great
expense, but also s woebegotten «hild, the German
Communist Party, which even tried to surpass the Ger-
e socisl democracy in patriotic attitudes ond sational-
istie phraseology.  In fact the electoral progrimm of the
Gernwy Communsist Party shortly before the  fascist
wsoumphion to power, wis so full of nationalist slogans,
that the “Volkische eobachter,” the organ of Hitler,
wan able 10 write with unconceated malicious 1oy "The
uew program of the Comununist Party significs our
greatest victory becawse the Belshevik leadership was
competled 1 steal onr slogans which they revognize as
of vital lmportance 1w their program.”

This infamous game of using nationalist weas for the
supposed interests of socialism is so wwch the more
detestable in this case since it did not spring from ten-
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dencies within Gernnan Communiss, but from the foreign
policy of the Russian government whose representatives
are always ready to come to the assistance of any reaction
so long as the Stalin dictatorship profits by it. While in
ali other socialist parties the strong development of
nationalist ideas can be traced for flie most part fo ther
many years of parficipation in bourgeois palifics, in this
case it was due to the direct influence of the new raison
d’etat of the Russian dictatorship.

Liberalissn gave the first great blow ta the system of
roval absolutism and directed social life into new chan-
nels, While its spiritual protagonists recugnize the maxi-
musin of personal liberty as the real lever of all enltural
progress and therefore strive to limit the activity af the
state to a minhmum, they opened new perspectives to social
development which inevitably had to lead to the repres-
sion of all striving for political power by small minonties
and to a competent adininistration af social affalrs in the
interest of all, The sodialist mavement cauld have in-
herited this fertile development of ideas by giving thean
@ positive basis through it fight aguinst economic monopo-
Hes, thrangl the endeavor to place the pradactive activity
of human sacicty in the interesis of all. By this economic
complement to the liberal aspirations they could have
made them a powerful factor in the conscience of men
and consequently a conscious hearer af a hage social cul-
ture. Instead of that, #t foughi with incredible shart-
sightedness the libertarian fendendes of the liberal can-
ceprion of soclety and saw In them only the politica]
expression of the so-called Manchester principles.

Under the pretentious title of a new sclence, that fatal
istic econamic metaphysics develaped in the socialist move-
ment under the banner of Marxism whick brought into
discredit all principles of social justice which once
formed the etlical premises of zl soclalist thought, de-
claring themn utopian remnants of bourgeois conceptions.
It viswalized the human being exclusively as the collective
bearer of imtnutable conditians of productian under the
influence of which he had to fulfl definite historical
migsions independent of his will.  Political absolutism
was thus transferred into the domain af ecanunics and
led to that fatalistic conception of secial evolution which
saw i1 every advance of capitalist imperialism a necessary
step on the road fo sodialism, without noticing that every
new phase of this evolation iucreased immessnrably the
sphere of influence of the modern great state and the
econotric monopolists | and by virtue of this fact rendered
more and mere difficult the passibility of the sacial
smancipation of humanity,

To g large extent this tendency, hastile ta the coacept
of frcedam of modern political saciabisiy, prepured the
groundwork for the idea af the toralitarian state, Many
of its protagonists, particularly the founders of the Crer-
man schoal, were pupils of Hegel and ather representa-
tives of the ahsalute state iden, Othels were so strangly
miuenced by the traditians of French Jucabinism that
thiey cauld anly imagine the transitian to socialism in the
form af & proletarian dictatorship. Others again dremnerd

of an economic hierarchy in the form of a new cmrch ar
placed their hope in a new Napoleon who would open far
humanity the road to the new world of socalism.

Not the conguest of pawer but the exclusion of every
nolitical pawer principle from the life uf human society,
i¢ the true polifical ains af sodalism,  Keeagmizing the
priviciple that the rufe af man over wan has had its time,
the working peeple of ol} cauntries ust accept and
familiarize thenselves with the idea of administration
over malters and mnst prepare themselves wad put hsto
effect the conguest of the seil and all industrial enter-
prises.  Every true soclalist activity must eansequently
be based upan the idea, whether 1t refers 1o furge or to
smail nsatters, of oppesing economic menopoly M every
domain, of extending contingously and securing the sum
total of personal liberty within the tramewark ef haman
society, The equality of economic comlitions it nothing
but a necessary promise for the freedom of man but never
its substitute.  Whuoewer cncrouches an liberty cosauuits
a s against the spirit of sodalism.  Sociabsm is the
cooperation @ omutaal salidarity on the hasis of a com-
men atm snd the equal rights for evervbody. But soli-
durity is based an free decision and cannat e forced, if
it 1s mat 1o be turned inta fyramay by which it destroys
itself,  Fverv practical setivity leading o ather resulis
leads away {rom sagiahism and hecomes neamqpatible with
socialisem,

What we are stelving for 15 the righs far every come
mue, €very region, every ethnic graap to make 48 own
decisions, It is for this reagon that we reject the vision
ary idea of mational unitv,  We are federalists. which
medns parfisans of a upilon of free groupings which de
not separate from each ether but mutaaliy permeate and
fractily csch other aund huerlace thelr grawtly thraugh
thousands of spiritual, ecomomic and enltarsl relatians.
The unity to which we aspire is the cultural and social
ity whick fuuds its sirangest band in the ever growing
diversity of all ifs forme of expression. [t 1% & unify
which springs irom the ireedam af sl human relations
and rejects in principle any mechanization and spiritless
unitiormity,  The purpose 1s 1o frec the warld from the
tradition of abselutism, be it of an ecanangic, palitical or
sacial nature,

Liberation of economy from capitabisn ! Liheration of
soctety from political tntelage!  Liberadan of the life
af the people from the hybrid growth of the mation!
Only in this way will hunanity open the daars fo a new
soeial culture, which will free it fram the cnrse of polifi-
cal eppressian and economic explaitatian,

YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE

Several mouths ape the “Vanguard® sent out donation
lisls fer the Sustaining Fend. We thank sll onr comrades
and friends for their cooperation in demating and collecling
these fands. A number of lisls are st2l] outstanding, however,
?mi we would sppreciate the immediate return of all such
s,

Bundie orders esnstitwle n very imporiant seurce of
incose for our magazine Immediate payment for all copies
of “Vanguard™ would help us immeasarably in bringing eal
our magarine more regularly.
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THE FASCIST TIDE IN BRITAIN

by WILLIAM MAINWARING

ASCISM under one or another of its various nonmen-

clatures has not yer raised its ugly head openiy in
Gireat Britain, but the ground is steadily being propared
for that event,  The tender friendship displaved by the
country’s present “National” Government toward the two
tetalitarian states in Europe is not a mere passing phase.
It is symptomatic of the decp poderbing hankering of
Big Business for that form of Super-Capitalism that i
the essence of all forms of fascism.  The marketing
hoards, the guotas, the various restrictions for the pur-
pose of creating a scarcity of certain goods in order o
maintain high prices and, of course, bigh profits are all
tentative experiments in totalitarianism,

Gradually the people are being zccustomed ) this
increasing interference by the state in the interests of
Big Dusiness, and so subtly is the process carried on tha
at last, vnless a halt is speedily called, the workers will
awake one meorning to find the shackies of fascism firmly
riveted upon their limbs, There will be no violent up-
heaval, for Great Britain is notorionsly a cowntry of
compromise. It is maore than likely that the form of
government ultimutely evolved will be guite uniike that
of Ttaly or Germany, but it wil}, nonetheless, be fascist- -
an omnipotent state run at the behest, and {or the benetfit,
of large scale capitalism.

State Worship Breeds Fascism

The ground has been prepared for the transformation
in yet another way. There has been steadily growing
during the last fifty vears, a new idolatry-—that of the
State. More and more has industry been turning soward
governmenial assistance in iis affasrs.  More and more
have the trade unions been depending upon Acts of Par-
liument fo secure those reforms which used to be gained
by industrial actions and mere and more have the poople
beent led to look upon a highly centralized state as the first
essential for a well ordered] and protected Hie,  Pevhaps
no eue is more responsible (or the lnculeation of this state
tdolatry than the self-sivled “scientific” sociabisis. Sumc
sixty years ago the Liberal School of Zeonumists held the
staie m vague distrust, and particularly they resented any
governsmental interference with the processes of industry.
Tlis attitwle was, of course, 1 defense of thelr coun-

petttive capitabism, and in combatting this 1vpe of cajdtal-
i the suckaliss had willv-nillv to dav inereasing stress
Liberal
Capitalists and o couier the teachings of thelr ecmmo-

o state actien o cuvh the actywvities of these

I1HLs,

Frum both sides of the fence coanes this striving for
the creation of a righd authoritarian state, and this sige
warship @5 a puatent facior i preparing the groand for
the mdvent ef fascism.

Bat whereas the one side looks to the creation of g
Jrawerful atate that will function an their behals, the other,

the worlkers’ does not appear to have any clear dea as to
what they want, Nor do they seein to realize what are the
tplications ef their teachings. Tt is quite true that they
ablior fascism and all its works; that they steadily set
their faces against dictatorship m any form, and they
give i service, at least, to some foms of Socialism. But
that socialism is very, very vague. Who shall say when
or how? Nevertheless, the forces on the workers' side
of the fence look upon themselves as the defense agamst
the inroads of fascism, and that being so, # is necessary
o examine their lines of defense.

Can the British Labour Movement Resist?

The most important bedies are the Labour Party and
the Trade Union movement. There are the other smaller
hedies, bat at the present moment these two are the most
inflzentinl, These then are the first lnes of defense and
it is their strength that i to be depended npen to check
the riging tide of fascism. Fhe Labour Party is a purely
political body which regards itself as destined to take the
place af ke now almost extinet Likeral Party in the oid
game of patly politics—the see-saw of government by
first ome political group and then by another of a sup-
posedlv opposite character. This party is composed of
elements ranging from old-fashioned, ex-liberal lawyers
and other middle class intellectuals down to old-Ume trade
union officials and trade union officials of a more lell-
wing tendency.  As cau be expected, there 35 a great
Hversity of opinion and ideas I such 4 group, and the
highlights and leading personalities are often at logger-
heads nn matters of policy, while the rank and file stagger
shout in perplexisy as to which group to give adherence
It is Becanse of this continual elash of diverse views that
Farey headguarters so insistently prate of “discipline” and
s frequently have to institute heresy hunts within their
ranks.

There are other groups i this country which are alive
e the dangers of this creep of fascism, the members of
which do vot belong to the Labour Party and there hag
avisent a stromg agitation for the creation of a popular
front. A front composed of all the elements that stand
for Democracy trrespective of eolor or creed. In particu-
lar this front would operate at parliamentary elections.
A strong anti-government candidate would be supported
b all the other democratic pariles 0 as to make his or
ler electiony 2 certaingy,  The agitation for the creation
of such a front is. of course, losdlv supporied by the
Communist Paree and by a lefeowing section of the Labonr
Partv. Dot the Lubour Pavty is most sternly opposed to
anely o front, snd they take the position that the Labonr
Praroe must keep its hands clean. There mast be no ¢ol-
lboration with non-socialist bodies or individuals.  This
tender solicitude {or an fmcorruptible socialism by such
aocomposite body sz the Labour Party s move than
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iroienl. 1t would e impudent were 1t not sa tragic,
IZut the agitation goes an and before long there will be
asother great heresy hunt.

Class Colflaboration Dooms British Working Class

A lime of defense, but a woefully shaky one. What
of the Trade Union wmovement? ‘The British Trade Union
movement s admittedly a powerful movement, but it
couid be many times more powerful had it been directed
along the right lines.  There are between deven and
twelve nillions registered workers mn the comutry and of
that number less than five millions are organized 1 their
respective trade unions, That leaves a large margin (or
organizational wark, and it is rather disheartening thm
after 73 and more years of trade union activity there
should still be more than half the workers outside the
orbit of the trade union movement. But the unians these
days have other matters to attend to. It s true they
crave more members, but their main preoccupation is with
politics, They want more members but they go the wrony
way to attract them, The order of the day s amalgama-
tion and thes the building up of huge centralized hurean-
cratic organizations that function in such o cumbersome
creaking mammer that the ordinary branch member hardly
Enaws that be s in o2 wnion at all except when be pays
s dues,

Thay these avercentralized argunmizations are not ful-
alting the purpose fir which the tragde unions were fonmed
1s evidenced by the nnmber of unofficial strikes which are
ocearring in all branches of industry.,  Thi unions, of
eourse, blame communist agitators for these ineonvenient
affairs, but agitators, conununist or otherwise, wauld be
pewerless did not these workers have a very real griev-
ance, British warkers are not apt to strike il pushed
very hard. The fact that these sporadic strikes are tuking
place s faivly good proaf that the uniang, lxsides lwing
too cumirersame for swilt and Hexibile maverment, are more
interested in their politicn] conuuitments, At the manent
this presceupation with mateers political s shawn by the
eiagerness of the biy unions to cdlabarate with the gov-
ermment in the production of prmaments; mud in the
setting up of a National Register for the regimentation
of the workers in thne of war, This register must, they
say, be of a voluntary character, but, once formed, s
fick of the pen-—an order m councile-will convert
scheme, which the unions will have helped to build up,
into the most £igld form of conscription.  And that n
peace tivae is vet anather step along the rond to fascian,
The Labour Party is but a weak line of defense--the
trade unions appear 10 be stll weaker

The position w1 Great Britain today is alarmingly
reminiscent of the positicr af the warkers’ parties in
Crenmany on the eve of the Nazi coup, But there will he
no coup detar i England. It will be o stow, hsiduous
change from parbamentary democracy 1o Tomliacioism
and unless there is a speedy change of eutlook, and of
tncties, the workers will have to thunk their own parties
for having appreciably belped m raaking possible the
change.

FOR LIBERTARIAN ACTION

W ar three decades ago the Libertarian mavement in

America distinguished itself taa degree incommensor-
ate with the small number of its active participants. Then,
as now, the burden of carrying on propaganda fell upon
the shoulders of a few active comrades devoted 10 the
ideal, Tt the influence and growth of the movement
did correspand g0 the amount of hibertarian wark that
was carried an Iy the militants of vesteryear. [t was
mnderstaad then thut the Lbertanan philasaphy lost ils
meardng wtess ¥ was agcampaned fy Liberforian Adction,
And it s just as true today that we auwmaot be Bbertarions
unless we demonstrate our ideas in a practical way and
lend a lHhertartan direction to the progressive struggles
of humanity,

Bt the decline of libertariun behiefs in the twenties
following the War proved averwhehning (o the seemingly
indeintigalde conwades of the movement. A periad of
mactivity set -—known as stewing in your own juite-—
which was characterized by a return ta nineteentl century
romanticism of living an anarchist iife andisturbed by the
realities abaus yau, or wihat praved worse, demanstrathy
Bow an anarchist Tile can be built {1 & capilise suciety)
by wreating  utopian colonies.  In o great measure
the aetive tarces af the movement taday hiave freed then-
selves of this enwmsculating state of mind. Had such a
condition continsed, anarchism would iy now be regarded
as @ cnriosing of bygone days. We have a renewed faith
i libertarian action today--and prefiting by the unfar-
tunate experiences of aur valiant predecessars, we should
recognize the implications contained in this idea and act
asceordingly.  Libertarian Action cannot be enrried an
cHectively and with lasting results unless there is Liber-
tarian Crganization.

Organization Comes First

Witkdn cur imavement the word organizatiom has ceased
to alarm same of our Oclogenarian mids and thar nerve
vus cchorts, Unfortunately they have been shown tha
too aften, nathing wmore dangerows was being propased
than a makeshift conference of two score veterans and a
handfnl of insolent youngsters, Int more recent times no
ane hag been seen o fump av the sound of the syvilaldes.
Fat ta the more serhuss cemrades of the movement. to
whois the need of effective action and praper organization
has become apparent, orgarazation implies v whole series
of necessary personal abligations withowr wineh no per-
menent bbertarian foundations ¢an be laid. We have
passed the time when silly accusations of beiny Bolsheviks
can deter ns fran demanding that the basis of real organ-
ization be personal responsibility of ench member, Jibi-
genve, promptness and thoraughness in action.  Though
we detest its methads and ideals. we cannot help notiag
fiere that the dvnamie pewer of the Canunenist Parny
conssts mmndy e that o smbues eadh member with o
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spirit of devotion in the performance of his daty. Here
such feelings are unfortunately instilled with intolerance
and fanaticismi. But there is no reason why we cannot
have our movement consist of comrades instiled with
libertarian devotion, tolerance and eo-operation.  For
otherwise ao practical work can be accornplished and
Labertarinn Commumsm will not succeed.

Labor Unions to the Fore

A hrm organizational structave will have telling effects
on the guality of our activity, Libertarian ideas must
become the ideas of the masses, its principles must be-
come their principles, We should be fully aware that
the coming struggles of the workers who will find the
state ard its instirutions less and less responsive to thewr
needs, will reflect of necessity a greater and greater
weasure of fibertarian aspirations.  Libertarian Action
fads fts natural field therefore in the mass organizations.
And forernost of hese arve the trade unions,

There are no libertanan Jabor unions. They cannot be
jound, but they are the result of ceaseless work and
struggle.  Since we cannot lope 1o win thie great masses
to revolutionary npiomisn: at present, we must work in
both the mmjor unions, the CLO. and AF.oil.but
anly a5 Libertarign Communists. We will not be deceived
into believing that these unions will ever play a dominang
progressive role, The coming period of decaying capital-
1sm, characterized by strenuous fascist attacks against the
fperties and living standards of the people, will find the
existing unions bupotent and unable to lend the necessary
revolutionary direction to the rising militant demands of
the masses. Labor will be foreed at a critical period w
unleash a powerful ehellious wave, thrust aside the con-
fning walls of their reactionary unions and ally thew-
selves with those revolutionary ferces who have earned
their respect and who are in greatest harmony with their
growing hbertarian aspirations. The {uture of Libertarian
Communism is therefore dependent upon the libertarisn
work we do at present,  And such work also copsists in
helping to ncrease the popularity and strength of a union
ke the L.W.W. whose experience and revolutionary
traditions ean become powerful factors in the education
i the vast masses who are wtoday in the conservative
unions 6f the AF ofl.C LU, The lessons of wuion
demoeracy  and  revalntionsry  deology tanght by the
LWAY, are stepping stones {0 proletarian emancipation
wwards which the workers will direct themselves when
their conseraviive unions fiave been burst asunder by the
urgent revolutionary demands of the crucial momen;. We
leave to our more “pradical” comrades the juy of indnig-
ing in the safe popsiar pastitee of blowing bubbles with the
friends of progressive business enionism of the LL.G
W.UL svpe. No honest Bibertarian communist can con-
tent himself merely  with Lacking propressive umow
forces and neglect the bwlding of revelptionary unions
as the mnstrument of socal reconstruciion.

Cooperative Work Necessary

The field of mass organizations includes other institu-
tions, which are an Integral part of human society, and
therefore libertarian propaganda there constitutes part
of our work. We decidedly cannot accept the position
of the pure cooperativists who fall into the same category
as the colonists and pure syndicalists by asserting that
the goal of their covperative movement 15 to thrust aside
the compelitive capitalist econontic structere by the sweep
uf their successful cooperative ventures. The cooperatives
are at the present time naturally incapable of performing
the impoertant tasks which will be theirs in o hbertarian
society. Bt the impertance of thelr future role impels
us to devate our energles in an effort to prepare them
weologically for the task. Greater harmony and matual
assistance between the trade unions and the co-operatives
can likewise be develuped which will add o their experi-
ence and service and gain for them the appreciation of
the masses of the people. Not less mportant s ibertarian
worle i educational and cultural institetions. The sue-
cess of Libertarian Corpmunisin depends npon the degree
of educational freedom enjoyed by the people, upon their
acceptance of libertanian approachies which are powerfud
weapons against the spirit of mtolerance and {anaticism
engendered by modern wapitalist sotiety, and unfortu-
nately nurtered by the Marxist schools of thought. Free
Socialism can ondy be built on {ree educational founda-
tions and we must share the burden of protecting and
encouraging its developnrent,

A Libertarian Milieu Must be Established

One Jast point must be adided whose wnporiance 18
nevertheless parmmount in the developiment and success
of our movernent.  Anr organization ke wurs whese
members are passionately engayed i social reconstruc-
tion, if it wishes to e a living force and not a sterile,
meonsequential sect, must draw #s forces together into
a wholesome mental environment that throbs with the
spirit of Hs libertarian aspirations.  We mwmst create a
mitieu that is conducive to the development of libertaran
ideas. Our youth must be taught in our libertarian schools
and imbibe not only 18 wleas but the Jibesarian calture
as well, We should have a solid publication which can
encourage our students, ovgenizers and members in liber-
tarian approaches and #id to the {urther development of
our program. By these means can our movement become
a potent force wlwse tdeas shall echo thirough the strug-
gles and hife of the vast masses of the people. Thus:

Libertarian Cowmmenisn will not speceed unless we
furge o Libertarian vanpaasd!

The budding of vevolubionary wntens 8 fask far
every Libertarian Commpmist !

We huve a job in every mass organizolion which we
cannut afford o negect 11 we do ot wish o bave them
neglect Libertarian Comumpmism |

Aoarrony lberacian pubbication will banld a sirong
claminded lhertarian movewent !

Fhis pob s veurs, R W,
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REACTION IN FRANCE

THE GENERAL STRIKE
by A. SHAPIRO

L3 ELROPE is going to the dogs. . . . Something of the

kind was said by von Ribhentrop at ven Rath's funcral
He waz not {ar off the truth. O Europe is certainly breaking
down, and the events which developed this end of the pond after
Munich especially—when two typical dictators and two typical
democrats {ully agreed on the future dismantling of democracy—
show clearly that we are on a steep and slippery slope leading
oy an abyss.

The attempted coup of the French reactionaries on the 6th of
February, 1934, seemed, for a moment, to have opened the eyes
of the working class to the Fascist danger on Us thresheld. It
veacted vigorously by a wonderful general strike. 1t gave hirth
to the {amuus Popular Front which died so ingloriously a few
weeks ago at the Marseilles Congress of the Radical Party where
Daladier—tlie man of that 6ih of Felruary, 1934, and the man of
the 30th of November, 1938severed all relatons with the Com-
munist Party,

The Munich conelave was the biggest defeat that France (as
demoeraeyy had suffered for z long tme.  Within 24 hours,
France became politically isolated. FThe whole of Eastern Europe
wrned away from the country which betrayed Czechoslovakia,
The armament fover wiich had started before Munich, reachad
its maximum. The latest financiz] and economic measures have
sevapped the 40-hour week; the workman has again been heavily
taxed, whereas the rich, as usual, eseapes. The workman will
have to pay, o 1939, at least twice, in direct mxation, what he
paid last year. The millionnaire will pay, al most, 5% more
than he paid hefore.  Indivect taxation—sugar, coffee, tolmceo,
postge, ete—ialls especially heavily on the workman's budget

A fresh wave of strikes, with occupation of the factories.—
sinilar to thase in 1936, spread seddenly, especially in ¢he
Northern ntining districts of France and in the metal and auto-
mobile factories in Paris, Bua! the government felt strong: it
evactated the factories by police force and by tear-gas. The
(CLGT. did not react.  The Socialist and Communist Farties
ditd not move, but they increased their attacks against Daladier,
demanding fhe latter's resignation,

The CGT. convention, held ar Nantes, from Nov, 14 o 17,
decided in primciple for a 24-lous general serike as o protest
against the bnancial and social decrees of the Daladier govern-
ment. The {act that that general strike was not called immred:-
alely, without notice, is alveady mn itself a sign of the weakness
of the CG.T. position. The new financial decrees, promulgated
on November 12th, came into force on November 24th, a week
alter the CGT. eonvention had closed.  The CARTF. had a
week in front of i It preforred to wait one week fonger . . .
arxl lose the battle

£ * %

These notes are written on Nevember 35, an the vory day af
the general strike. So fav as wrafhc is concerned, everything
looks normal. By decree of the government, afl public services
were requisivioned, rendering the sitwadon equal to a state of
war.  Thus, all raflwaymen, hus deivers, etc., were considered
as militarlzed with all the consequences that such a situntion
entatied.  The C.GT. refused {o give way and untl late last
night, all the Federations upheld their decision o go on with
the sirike,  Yet, this morning the trains ran as vsyal under-
grownd trains are going al normal intervals, and the autobuses
have their usual menber out.  AH the reactionary doilies have
appeared this morning.

Vhat has happened?

We cannel help feeling that there was too much politice!
manceuvering and oo litde cconomic considerations in the organ-
izing of tlis sirike. Once again, the C.G.T. proved to be Jacking
entirely of the necessary independence needed on such cecasions.
Having lost a most valushle week, detween Nov. 17 and 24, the
€.4.T. conld only rely npon the political agitalion of it friends
—-and wasters—ere Soclalist and Communise Parties to glve
morg importance to the movemeni. This agitation was pre-
sumably against the financial and social decrees, but it was merely
a pretext, for they hoped, under cover of a general swilte. to
obtainn the fall of Daladier's government and go o a general
clection from which they expecied z swengthening of their
parliamentary positions.  And the C.GT, trapped Ly this ma-
noenvre, coull rol wriggle out at the eleventh hour, although
it tried its best to obtain a mediaztion that wonld erable it o
call off the strike and save ity face

The general strike was to have been a peocefuf one: no
demonstrations nor meetings, no speeches, no propaganda: jusr
a stay-at-home test . . . the old political error of thinking that
a stay-at-home, passive protest was of some avall againg dhe

State,

Draladier, in whose hands the CLGT was dns throwing away
a wopderfnd ramyp card, kpew therefore thae e peed not worry
zhout 2 second Gfh of February, dhs dme from the left wing.
Cgrtatn that the strikers wonld not Le muschicvous, he became,
as the houes passed by, more aml mere arcogant, miligrized all
and sundry, threatened dismissal of odvii servants and refused to
discuss with the (UG

The CG7T. fatled to carry out s decision.
yet at hand about the number of strikers in factor
importance of a general strike Hes vot so much in the number
3f elosed faciories as in the defimee impression of the hie of a
large city, of a whole country, coming to a standsill,  This
impression is unfcrtunadely lacking, at any rate as far as Paris
s concerned. Mt s true that in the larger provinoal ciiese
Marseilles, Bordeaux, Touslouse-the percentage of strikers was
Beavier than in Paris, a8 juost apneunced on the radio

No data are az
It the

The CO2T. will gome cut seriously weakened.  lis loss of
prestige, at oa orncial period of the couniny’s develorment, s
exceedingly ominaus {ar the fuitre, The reactionary elements
have played their cards well, thanks especially to the role of
e Sociniist and Commuondst Pardes, the same role which these
partles have plaved in Germany, o Austria, i lealy and else-
where, Now that they bave made Daladier play the dirty role
ol henohoan, the rexctionarics wiil take the first opportunity
of kieldng him out of power-—abwarvs with the help of the Social-
ists and Communists,

Histery s repeating isclf. AMarxism prepares the read o
Frsctsm. And the labor movement s unable, ag yver to unders
staml this Tuadsmental erostd,

France is on the dowrhid slope.  The five million members
of the CGE will be rapidly dwindling and the (.GT. will
cortattdy nof tssue any membership statistics {or some time. The
post-war policy of the CGT is, alas, bearing les frait. Fhe
Popatary Frone chained s hands asd doomed 115 opportunis
solicy to a miserable faslure, s loss of independence has done
its wudermining work,  1ts fuilure 10 gal an coonomic, actye
strike without notice being given to Daladicr was the last siraw.

Decomber 1st—The CGT. has called for nexs woeek a spewn
moeeting of the Natgons] Contederal Committee to examineg the
situntion.  Unfortunately, that Cannitee will no be conscions
enougle of the seriousness of that siation to dismiss Jouhanx
and the ether leaders of the CG7T
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The Humanité-—1he central organ of the French Communist
Party--is shouting victory over {aked Agores, tryving (o hide #s
own discomfiture and its own pesponsibilily in the failure

lton Liem frankly admits that “yesterday's day was not a
victory for the labor crgantzation,” ssd registers only the exull-
and and triumphant ories of Neaction, but forgets that he was
the main culpris in the atempt of drawing de working class info
a Josing game,

As 16 the Government, it is taking s revenge for the fright
#ohad,  Dsmiseals and revocaiions are pouring i against hun-
dreds of civil servants. “Ringleaders” are eliminated.

Reaction is truly triwmphant, thasks to the shortsightedness of
the CGT. leaders, 1o the biind luest {or power of the Socialists
aml to the chenp demagogy and wilinl provocations of the
Comimunists.

EVOLUTION OF A DEFEAT
by PIERRE BESNARD

N order 10 more thoroughly undersiand this situztion, we have
to go bavk and analyze the work of each of the suceessive
so-called “Front Fopulaire” governments, since Jone, 1936

So we will first examine these {acts in order,

May-fune, 1936 was 5 period which marked the unexpected
awakening of the French proletariat. Completely crushed by a
shocking setback in May, 1920 this proletariat, which had sub-
miteed 10 all kinds of provoestions, salary cuty, “specd-wy” and
unemployment, stddenly lifted its kead in 2 gesture of Jdefance.
It occupied the f{actories, the shops, the offices. It challenged
the right of property, it even threateningly touched (he prisciple
of authority. It inseribed upon a flaming banner ds vight fo live.
and once again demanded liberty,

Chros was rampant among the capitalists, they were surprised
fw the swiitness of the workers’ attack, hy the great sweep of
the movemenl which in less than a week spread throughout the
country,  Millions of workers, at Ul fime still unorganized,
realtzed their boportapce and their social role.  Unlons saw
their ranks swell with an extraordiuary rapudity.  The govern-
ment which had just heen constituted under the leadership of
Léon Bum, bead of the Soctalisy Party, was Iterally carried
o power on 2 wave of enthusizsm.  The bourgeoiste, which
weday harls vitperations at Blom--but whoe from their point of
view certaindy docsn’t merit them-—at that time saw in bim a
saviotr.  They were not 1o be deceived,

As soon as be got info power, instead of helping to develap
the movement and strengthening # with a true social policy, long
promised and oxpected, Blum on the contrary only locked for
ways of hottling up the papslar wave, of channeliring a pro-
{oundly deep movement which certainly presented a menace for
any form of governmenty, even socialist.  In agrecment with
the C.GT., which was more {righteped than he was, (the C.GE
made no effort to hide the {sct that 3 was the characier and
enormous possibilities of the movement which inspired He fear)
the Bhan government very quietly bad the factories evacuated,
wibomt employing force, and restored them to their “righifid
owrers” This he did by handing oot promises, which, of course,
were never mesnt 1o be kept.

Nauively, the workers, although then complete masters of the
sHuation, sccepted the propositions of the government.  Dis-
anmons then {ollowed, 8t the Hotel Matigron, a1 the President’s
office, al over the place.

Of gonrse the CGT was on Blam's side in all these {ransace
tions and the General Confederadon of Employers, which had
just suffered a terrific defeat, although with hesitation and fear,
finally agreed 1o participale in the famous discussions.  From
these conferences emerged “The Modern Siatnte of Work,” the
envy, so it seems, of all the world  Collective bargaining re-

placed mdividual hargaining, “almormally” low salaries were
radsed ) paid vaeailons were gramed, shop delegates were ms_‘uw
tited and legalized, arbitration was declared obligatory. Se,
naturally, order wag restored, capitalist ovder, that is,

Frlirailed with ever-increasing difficulies, not knowing where
o turs, the Blum government, at the entd of i rope, suddenly
announced “ia panse” in agrecment with the LG and the
Communist Parly. Feeling the government was weakening,
losing Hs foothold, the banking and industrial capitalists did not
hesiiate 1o take advaniage of the sitnation. [ caused financial
difficwetios which the government was nol alle {o overconi, and
soon the first calsnet of the “Fromt Populaire” {el.  Hur not
before it had devalved the {ranc, which was something which i
had sworn not 1o do, which enriched the Danks and reduced
considerably the purchasing power of the workers.

Biurn ha, to the very letter, {oflowed in the foolsiens of the
Lig Tremch eapitalists. Fhs work terminated, be lele. Chaulemps,
a sultle politician, one of the heads of the Radical Secialist
Party, succeeded Blum and pot himself to work carrying ouwt
the latier's policy, This was relatively easy. The working class,
chioroformed in massive doses by Blam, offered only a sporadic
resistance.  Blum himself sccepted the vice-presidency of the
Cowneil, and ordered his press and militant socialists (o ereale
no dificulies for Chaplemps,

The wnserupoions Chavtemps who achioved the illegality of
strikes and thus opened the way lo deeper resction on the part
of capitalism, suddenly redred. Blum took his place, a deliberate
manoeuvre on the pary of the capitalists to have bim prove his,
and his party’s incapacity fo govern; o have the “From Popu-
laire” done away with, once and Jor all. The result was Blam’s
decisive defest.  After three weeks in whick he displayed ex-
lreme weakness oward the factional opposition, he had o retive
and make room for the Daladier cabinet, whose jeader was wait-
ing in the backgrowmd for the critical moment

This man., who had witessed the auempted [ascist coup in
Falruary, 1954 who was one of the first f0 depounce the 200
families and 1o pibory them before the people, who had taken
the Popular Fromt vow of July 14, 1934, renewed in 1033 and
1936, how was he now going to act?  We don't have to wail
lung to find out.  As soom as he ok office De was guick 1o
show that for a pelitician it's an easy malier W regege on
prosmises. He 1oo, was veady to be a good servani of the
capitalists and above all to make wp for his “lack of conduet”
in February, 1934, Soon there appeared in the capilalist press,
the most laudatory ariicles ahout him, Mo was represented as
the “saviour” that the country was waiting dor

This Jacobin--who was never cven a (drondin—intmated that

a dictatorship, i presented as a necessary discipline for the
country, would be rather well accepted in Frasee. He agiempied
the manoewvre he had Dheen meditating a long tme.
Fasity exploiting the situation, Daladier judged that the mo-
ment was ripe lo ke the offensive.  Several days iater the
congress of his party at Marseilles furnished him an occasion
for a speech against the proletariat, The speech was particularly
awkward, and rot only inciied the workers against him, but also
a part of the militant Radieal Socialists themseives,  Through
kis Minister of Commerce, Gentin, he presented an “oriented”
plan of economy, which was fundamontally that of a controlled
stale capitalist, while his Minister of Finanee sketched a plan
of deeree laws which included control of oxchange and marked
the end of hberal coconomy.

Fudowed with complere power by a Parliament which only
remained 50 in nate, he came back fo FParis to get the ball
relfing, And, as you might have expected, he suddenly changed
his mind. He pushed the Gentin plan out of the picture, fhe
Hire war #of guits ripe enough, and asked his finance minisley
16 retire in favor of Faul Reynaud, the leading light of orthodox
economy, and clampion of Bleral economics—no doubt the last
of the line,

e 11



This was the bhirth of he deesso lews, the lssue which pre-
cipitated the present conflict.  The decrees were properly char-
acterized by the people as “poverty decrees” hecause they affected
only the workers and not the properte owners,

THE DECREE LAWS

by Guidlasime

T is naturally too early 1o see the immodinge voonomic effects of

the financial decree laws enunciated Iy M. Paul Heynawd,
Leyoud saying that they will work isestimable bardships on thy
working classes by the addizional waxation and the rising coss
of bving. The finance mintster i his report laid the blame for
Frage's diffictlties to the lew level aof indostrial produerion
and the incredible disarvay of pullic fnances.  Bul there can-
not be any doubt in the government’s mind that the sdded nsrden
on the working ¢lass will not increase the consumption of gonds

The figures in hbis report show that out of a naional income
of 250 billion {rancs the state and pullic bodies are spending
137 lillions and berrowing 33 Lillions, The finance minister has
arnouneed hs intention of dealing firmly with the two situations,
net by penalizing the riely Lot, as be {ails o mention, by penal-
izing the poor,  He asks nothing of thst cligue which lLas dis-
rupted the country’s cconomy and s currency by the oatright
sabotage of social and iaber reforms, by multiple fiscal frands

On the Ludgetary side, Reynaod las woposed tow tavation
which is estimated ¢ produce BY Lillion francs awd aryanged
for ceonomlies (in public worksy of 5 Lillons,  Abouwr T il
Hons more will Le gained througli changes in the Lalance sheet
of the Buank of Frasce, Theusgh the 33 Lilkon frarcs have been
somewhat rediged, (be proldom i far from sebved and ihe
thought cannct escape one’s mingd that the renl aims of the
decrees are hidden behind a good deal of shrubbery,  Narusrally,
AL Reymand himsel can add up figares, and s we have Dis
claim that the success of Lis plan lies not e his adget bar in
sersuading French capital o invest, and here s where we Rnd
the cateh. French capital will have to Lo first assured that
the referm laws are dead and ihat labor i sufticlently beaten
down to make even Daludier’s moderate government superfluoss.
France is being Lrovght to the lrink of deeper reaction—as the
first aftermath of the Muomch Pact taking ofect in the internal
life of France.

REVOLUTIONARY
TACTICS IN SPAIN

Ay BENEX

Syunopsis of the previous article

T IS the comtention of the varicus schools of the Compunisg

(ppasition thal the sitswation following the Spawich evenis of
July 19, 1936, warranted o far-going proletarign revolution of
the mos  adical dind, with the elimingtion of the bonrgeois and
reformist elements as it storting peint, That such o revolution
fatled {0 take place is loid at the door of an erroneous lactic
pursued by the dominant forces of the revolulionary evenli—the
CN.T-F AL (Spanish Bhertarions) and the POIM . (Span-
ish Communists opposed to the Sialinist Hney. A correct tactival
line would consist in building wp Soviets, which, impelled by the
logic of the revoluticaary sitwation of July 19 would become
the organs of the crysiallizing proleterian powrer of g friven phant
pevoiution,

This contention—as swmmarized by Felix Morrow i his
pamphict “Revolution gnd Counter-revelufion in Spain” i based
upon the generolized experience of the pre-October cvents in
Russia, whick coudd not be epplicd tn Spain.  The recolutionary
mass organizations of the Spamish proletariat adopted g policy
of self-timuation sot beconse they swere inferior to the Russion
Souwiets, but because from the very beginning they had to face @

stinarivr woficl, for reasons of clemestary seif-preservation, i
rosed span them Hre pocessity of collebarating with the existing
govesument, They hed to foke upon themaelees the leadership in
the conduct of the war agatnst the s periglist invaders. A policy
uf deteatiom adopted By the vevelutivnary forcee of pre-Octoder
Rusgio toward the imperialist war wonld be suicidal in Spoin
eren if adiered fo for the bricfest interval necosvary fo eiimliate
tie Fonrgeots and reefarnist elements.

The United Front
During Kornilov Revelt

Axowe pointed out i une of the recens fssues of the Fanggard.

the siarting poiny {or any camparison between the Spanish events
awd ile Hussian situation of 1917 should be the Korailov revaln

which oifers many more similarities w the sttuation mposed oy
the Spanish revelutionisty than the Russian Ocober revolation
As is known, the revolstionary forces of the are-October porind,
header by the Bolsheviks, responded o the sliuation hrougls
about Ly the Kornilov revolt in the same manper in which the
Supanich revolutionists dealt with the similar revolt of their
reactionary generals, The Trotekyite eritics of the CNT. have
w dduoa great deal of cexplaining in order o make palatable
1o their pactisans he snited from with the Kerensky govern-
ment amed other demoerazig elements formed at that time by the
Bolsheviks for the purpose of crushing the rebellion of the
courfvrerevaltitionary gonerals,

What a Military-Technical Union with
Kerensky Government Implied

“emin,” Maorrew writes in Lis parnphlet, "was ready to col-
Inhborate with Kerensky himsel! in 3 military-technical union.
But with this pre-condition already existing: the masses organ-
ized in class organs, democratically elested, where the Boishe-
viks cotld contend for a smajorite”

Thert b= no attempt, kowever, on the parl o ali the Trotzkyite
writers to think out the impHeations of such a “military-technical
unien”  Uasn omaodern war--and Kornilow's revolt could have
eastly developed into as big an affait as Franeo's rebelliome-
Lloes it not
require eeonemic, pafitical and social lases as well? Could the
Soviets enter info a militarye-teehnical wnion with Kerensky's
governmenl pmd refuse its evoperation in economie matters?
Would any sort ol co-operation Le possible were the guidance
of e sirnggle left exclusively o the hands of the Kerensky
governmen:? Fhat 1s, woukdnl participation in this goversment
be tmposed apen the revoltitionary forces as the necessary con-
ditinn for an effeclive stroggle against the Korsiloy rehels?

Faud the revolt drawan out longer, the implications of the
“military-technical swion” with the Kerensky governmeni would
have hren Lropeght out wmuch elearer, forcing the Soviets and the
Holshevik party slong the same line of compromises which 1%
vears fater were adopted by revolutionary forces of Spain,

For the key 1© the understanding of the “strange behavior”
of the ON.T does not e in its doctrinal premises but in the
specific nature of the shuation Hsell which placed before ir the
alternative of either working with the government—on conditions
of its own, of covrse—or weakening and wwlermining the des-
perale siruggle against the rebels. Fhis in tern was aggravated
by the dependence mpon Stalin's government in point of arma-
nents.

be coniducted on 2 military-techndeal fasis only?

Shortage of Armaments a Determining
Factor of Revolutionary Tactics

in ihis connection it s quite characteristic that Mr. Morrow,
who deals in his pamphlet at great length with so-called betrayals,
devirtinns, tactical ervors of the €.NT, and P.OUM,, has lardly
anyihing to say about the tragic shortage of armaments in face
of a [oreign invasion of Imperialist powers,
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Where were the revolutionary forces to obtain those arma-
ments? How counld they face an army cquipped with the latest
armaments pouring in {rom Haly and Germany, if all they had
at the beginping was a snondescript assortmend of vifles, ma-
chine gups and a few cutdated airplanest In vabn une will look
for an answer o Felin AMorrow’s pamiphlet writien Jor the
astensible purpose of showing how the Spanish workers conkd
bave won thelr sivoggie bad they Iant Followed the atdvice of the
Fourth Internations] strategists,

But here is what ancther writer (William Kremer : "Revolntion
and Counter-Hevoliution i Spain’), who shares the premises of
Felix Morrow and other critics of the CN.T., has to say un this
matter in the capacity of an cye witness:

It seas the Russian arms,” he writes, “thal saved Madrid
The Dbadly equipped militias that had retreated from Foledo
and Talavera, suddenly, at the very gawes of Madrid, {onnd
themselves supporeed by artillery and aviagoen,  For the Hiest
me fnotwo mombs were they able 1o weed the Fascists wnder
reasonalle conditions.”

Bur i the Russians siaved Madrid (the same holds tnre alont
the aid extended at other eritieal junctares), they fod to &c
pard Heetr prive for 11 That it was a Shylock price, goes without
saying. That sthe shipment of arms was timed with the critical
phases of the struggle, enabling the Soviet government to extort
a heavy price 5 terms of polifical dominance-—this by now has
become 2 commaoniace with every one conversamt with the
Spanish struggle of the last few years. Bur what other alter-
rative did the revolutionary forces of Spain possess?

Therve is ne comparison in this respeet between the Spanish
and the Wessian sitwaton The October revolution {ollowed a
lomg war which begueathed 10 the revolution nat only trained
military cadres, iat constderable supplics of war material, In
oAzt of malitary sapplics dwe disparity between the Red and
White armies—i( there was ay--was not of decisive lmpoe-
mnce, Aviation plaved an msignificand role, tanks were brought
anly toward the end of the civil war, and as to artillery, the lack
el which i so painfully felt by the Spanish lovalists, the Soviet
forces—that is the regulars and not the partisas forecs——-had in
wminny casesta decided advantage.

Could Revolutionary Tactics Change the
Passive Attitude of Buropean Workers?

Ioowill Jee jedied out o this conneetion thay acccpting 2id
ot the Sovier government upon the hemiliating conditions
impuesaerd By the Jatter was aa1 she oeby cholee left to the Spanish
warkeis, s witen aleged Ly the revolotionary romanies
of the Fourth Intermational that had the Spanish workers soruck
it boddly Tor an sacompromising revolutionary ling, thoy coudd
Bave Bepensed with dhe Russian afd; the response of the inter-
national poolelariat would have been so spontancous, direct and
ceitpowesing i iis offcer that no governmeant woubd dare 1o laht
the fow of anmamenis o revelutionary Spads.

This soin 1 broweghs ont b Felx Mordow in Bis anabyay of
e Mav ovents in Barcelona i 1937, provoked as s oo wel
ko, by the Casalonian matonalists, acting iun colhision with
e Sesbinists, The ONT aceosrding to our awthor, shonld
have aken ot challenge of the Salinise and bourgeois ferces
andd made the ensning struggie the starting poins not only of A
hororghguing secial rovebation in Spain jsell, bt of o revos
swoevpdng the tjor
VT workers, upon

Jtienary world conflagratban irtmphandy
cotntrics of Furope. o other words,
whons rested the remendons histeric responsdaling of holding
the first Dime of defense agamst the fascists, shouid have trown
calitieon 1o the winds, indudged in a granddoquent hgtoric ges-
wre, plunged recklessly into Ui adventore of breaking op the
anti-faseist frunt, dies opentng wide the gaw to the Taselst
avalanche—and all in bope of fmmcdinedy bringing sious the
workd revelulion.

For—taueh to the sstonishment of all of us..we are gssared
thay the Furopean revolution was so palpably near during the
May events that 1t was only the reformist degeneracy of the
Spanisk anarchists that stopped i {rom proceeding along the
“inevitalde” stages of development envisioned by Felix Morrow
and other revolstionary strategists.

It is i;mteresting in this conneclion to trace the logical sters
in the ghl reasoning employed by the latter in order fo conjure
up the vision of a wiwmphant European revolation just waiting
around the corner, ready to burst Jorth at the historde oppor-
ity afforded fy the May events, hmt hopelessly bungled up
by the Cmalonian anarchists.

Social Revolution via Breakdown of
Military Fronts Against Fascism?

Had the asarchiss and PUOALM. workers of Barcelona kept
up their resistance against Stalinist aggression during the May
days—3ilr, Morrow assures ws—the entire loyalist Spain would
have been swept by a triumphant social revolution,

“Any attemypt by the bourgeois-Stalinist bloc 1o gather a prole-
tarian force would have simply precipitated the extension of
the workers state to all Loyalist Spain”  But--the reader will
ask—what of the well armed Communist police and military
units, the flying corps mainly controlled by the Stalinists, the
Assault Guards, the Carabineros, the Civil Guards, many of the
Sacialist contrelled military nnits, the bourgeois sectors, the navy
controlied Iy the right socialist Prigto?  Wounld they give up
without any fight? Would all those unbis, many of whom were
drilled and trained {or the specific purpose of exercisiog a check
upor the revolutionary workers, disiutegrate at the first clash
with the latter? And liow about the International Brigades,
the pregonderam majority of whom were firmly controlled by
the Stalinists?

That the workers supported by the CNJT units stood a good
chance of victory in the case of this new civil war, can be
readily granted. But this would be a Pyrrhic victory at best,
for it is clear that & civil war behind the front lines resulling
n the demoralization of the froot and the withdrawal of the
trgops for the participation in this new cvil war would open
wide the gates to the {rivmphant sweep of the {ascists.

Fhis rather obvious coptingency is pooli-poohed by the simple
expedient of holding out before the reader the “ominous” imph-
cations of a taciie based wpon it “I4 iy an argument against
the working class taking power during the course of civil war”
We teadily grant the case as presented by the author, provided
his poind is that teking power without being able to hold 4, is in
iteelf o desirable thing, especially when it iovolves the fatal
imyairment of the chances (o win in a civil war in the outcome
of which the revolutionary forces are vitally interested.

Conerete situations have o be dealt with as such and cannot
be cenjured awsy by evoking sacred formulas or reduced hy
sytlopiste reasoning.  There was the concrete danger of m-
mediate futervention by the foreign powers against the Barceluna
workers,  The UNUT. press chied facts, alarming to everyone
with the least knowledge of the sitvation.  Felix Morrow does
not deny thosg {acts, but again he parries them off with a syllo-
giam: “lvery social revelntion must face e danger of capitalise
ugervention” Frge . o .

And wasy't the Russian revolution threatened by imtervention?
Dicn't the European workers {rustrate the interventionists in
TG TU27 Coulda't the Spanish workers expect the same eforis
on the part of the European proletariat on behalf ol their
revolution ¥

Fascist Intervention in Spain

More Dangerous Than Intervention In Russia

What is generally ignored in those appeals to the historie
precedent of the Russian revolution is the totally different kind
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of intervenlion carried out in Spain and the different king ox
giforts reguired 10 cheek it In 1919-1920 an aroused proletaniat
stopped fy vitn demecratic governmends from extending thelr
mlervention,  In the case of the German intervention of 1918,
the workers, although guite a gower as compared to thelr present
statiis in {ascisl eountries, were guaite powerless fo prevent Hs
dealtg of heavy Hows to the revelution

But the Spanish situstion demands on the pert of the French
and British workers a much more active ¢flort than in 1919-3920
They could casily stop Hreir ofvn geveramenty from intervening
agamnst the rovolution, bur they are powerless against the indirect
faterrention reverted so by thelr govermmenss by way of encour-
agivg the mtirvention of Muossehind and Hider,  Only a high
degree of revolutionary Jerver and the readiness o intervens
aetively on lehali of the Spanish revelusion, cven of the frice
af provokiiyg o waer against the faerist pocers, world be adequaste
to mcer the danger of fascist nlervention.

Were the Puropean workers ready fo go Lo war for the sake
of  Spmin, and, what s equally importang wiere the petly-
boargeoisie, peasantey znd the liberal canents of the anddie
classes, withony whose consenl and willing covperaton Chamber-
lamn-Mussolint's wiervertion pdan cotld po1 he challenged in
earnest, wore shey ready 1o go as far as o hazard an open
treak with the faseist powers {or the sake of Spain?

French Workers Would Not Sympathize with
Breaking Up of United Front in Spain

No one with the least knowledge of the situation will say that
lwo years ago the French and Britisl masses of people were
ready 1o go o war {or the sake of Spain. Nor will he readily
concur with Felix Morrow that had the revolutionary {orees of
Calalonia ousted the Lourgeois partics and Soctalist and Swalinist
clemerts, “the Frend: bourgeoisie weuld open Hs borders to
Spain, not for intervention hut for trade enabling the new regime
to secure supplies—or face dmmedirtely a roevolution at home”
I order o do full justice 1o the prefundity of such & stalement,
one has only 1o bear in mind that almost half of the French
projetarian organization are pnder the thwmb of the Stalinists
and the rest are swayed by the socialists, Fraw . is not Spain
and uniortunalely the anarchisis are but a small, although grow-
g, minorily,  {The same holds troe of the Communist opposis
tonists, ) How eould a civil war waged against the sociafists and
the Selinists of Spain, in the {ace of the terrific danger of a
fascist breakethrough at thatl, fre the socialist and com-
munist minded workers of Franee (o the extent of have
ing them lay down an ultimaiwn to Hs own Dourgecisio demand-
ing arms for the aparchist workess of Catalonia?  And,
conrse, the uitmatem would have o be Jaid down o the face of
the frenzied opposition of the trade union leadership {socialist
and commumst)y, of Loth parties who would use all poweriul
means al thelr disposal to slander, villify, distort the nature
ot the struggle waged by the revolutionary Torees of Spain. That
in the long run the truth wounld eome ost, thal a seecessind
sucial revolition in Spain would have a powerind effect in {reeing
tre French workers from the bold exercised wpon them by the
parlinmentary sociailsis and Sabiniss s quile evident, especialty
i the light of the elfect which the Mussian revolutivn had i
weakenlng the alveust moncpelistic power held by the old secial.
democracy.  But in order o achieve this effect the Spanish
sevelution would bave Lo surrare and keep i siraggling for guin

fong s in an amscsphbere of hostility and isolation while
receiving wid L. L from the Preod:s bourgeuisic,

And his aid i armamenss, without which the Spanish revols-
tion could not hedd ows in the face of an lensiBer] faterention
of the faseist powers, who would be egged on for shat purpose
Iy Chasnberlain and the Cliveden sen 1his abd would e exiondod
by the wvery same Fronch bovvgeoisie in the face of tw course
cemfidendy faid downn Do the Spanish revolniien by Vel Mo

rowetal ot prepanng 1o resst miperialism by spreading the
revplulion to France and Belgium and then wage revolulionary
war against Germany snd Haly” s there any wonder that the
Spanishk workors lurned a deaf ear to the advice of those
“sirategists” who in their eagerness to “strike up # flame 10
light up the workd” have overlooked the logic of plain ordinary
comman sense which warns zhout the impossibility of cating the
cake and having it at the same tine,

Camouflaged Defeatism

Fur the greal masses of workers are realiste even in the
highest moments of revolutionary daring.  They will strike up
a Hame to lght up the world, provided that fame also light up
lo some extent e imuredizte steps 1o be undertzken in oeder
1o survive in the lerrific struggle against the oid world,  The
workers are nol defeatisis, and too often, as the history of
revolutionary striggles has shown, the ger-emphasis npon gain-
g points of departure of world-historic importance, the esthetic
dedight of high-lowered historie olservers nt the toreh kindled
Iy & mariyred genevalion ol workers, eamontlages an cssentially
defeatist atritude born out of a sterdle romanticism,

Note:

This articie was written Defore the tragic chimaz of the Cata-
lonian struggle. The collapse of Catalonian resisiance will afford
additional anunnuition to those wita matntain thal the revolu-
tionary forre of Catalonte hod nothing fo loge by choosing an
extreme vowrse.  F¢ will be claimed thel mothing worse conid
hape hippened 1o the revolufionisis as compared to their preseut
Fute.

But it could have been worse. THE TRAGIC END WOULD
HAlVE COME Fi0 VEARS EARIIER had the revolutionists
persned the iectics adiocaied by the Tvolzkyites. Suck taclics
reonld hove placed the Spanish workers in the same fosition of
fuferiovity in fpeint of ersmaments which proved deciding i the
fragic climax of the Catelonian siruggle.

And tohstever ore’s opinion of the twctics of the Spoemish
struggle smight be, there can be o dispute about the overivhelm-
ing historic significonce of this struggle.  H acted as a for-
midable breabweafer to Hie swweeping fascist wove. Fhat it cone
finned goding in this caparity for wmgre than fwa vears was due
i oan siwell measure fo the vealislic policy pursned by the revo-
{utivnary forres affording thewm some chances of swrvivel s
ayatinst e certainiy of a fofad araifniaiion focling them o reaes
L.
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P.O.UM. FRAME-UP FAILS

By EMMA GOLDMAN

fi'e are offevisg our veadary Hris inleresting cve-iililess aocount
o the PAYEM. tral By comrade Emmag Goldman whe was
e wf Y few admitted fo the courtroam througliont Hhe entive
frocecdings. That such a tvial should even fohe place in Hiis
traglc coduiry whose profetarial svas making such hevolc sacri-
fices tu the foce of wailed foscied Ddervention was indivative of
the Xtalidst wleer goatetng al fhe vifals of Spanish fife. Wha-
civy e sntvemie of te Npauish Har night be, the veprelonsible
vole uf the Nigliniste wnet be widely published and expesed v
e wortd prafctarial. From the very day of the outbreal of
cbeil war, the Slaiiniat vivns, the blackmail seheme of e Krom-
I degenervies grew sleadiiv in dis debifitoting eiffecis on fhe
siruggle for seciul reconstructionn, He weould further Tike to
polidf gl Hab plere was e trutho i e vwwors {afread by
shrinesfy aid Jeft gectarian pontiffs of spurions reveluliongry
ductrine, whose followerys are few throwghowt the world and
tehede fricnds were fower guiong fhe fighting Spesish masses)
that there was o deep rift in the relofions of the P.OUM, and
the CN T Fdl As comrade Emmo Goldman poinis oul, lhe
laiter ergonized and mobifized fts foreey against the "Magcow
frids™ gud fent lnestimable aid o the defendants

Si"i(.)!\".i“!,\r’ atiey the State Auorney had comploted his sam-
ming up of the indictment against the PUOUAL prisoners,
Uifumanité made this comment: “Emma Goodman, the inter-
vational ard  famous anarchisy, gave her impression of the
POLUM, epy triad as Deing the {airest she had ever wimnessed”
bdo ned know what | have done 1o "deserve” being quoted in &
Communist paper which did not know enough of my standing
in the revoltionry movement even 1o spell my name correctly.
1 want, however, to assure the readers of Faowguaerd and all our
comrades that 1 pever referred 1o the POUM. men on triad
az spies. Far from considenng them as sach 1 was convinced
even before 1 returned to Barcelona and the opening of the
trial that the charges against them prepared by Stalu's satraps
i Spain were on par with the same kind of doctored evidence
repeatedly used in Russia against evervone whoms Sialin wishes
0 odispose of, M oever 1 ohad doubted the innocence of e
OGN, members brought to toad, the proccedings i court
during eleven days, the witnesses against and {or the defence
world have convineced me of the olter baselessness of the evi-
dence wnsed by the State Attorney.  In fact 1 wever witnessed
such a erude and deliberate falsification of facts and e truth
Ay contained mothe malerial used against the prisoners

The prosecuting attorney tried his mmost o make the men
admit that they had received suppory from Hitder and Mussolind
{or their extensive P.OUM. propagands in Spain and abread,
bt thay {ailed witerly,  in other words the whole concocted
conspiracy and the cuirageous propaganda carvied on slace the
May events agsinsg the PO as o2 party amd s omembers,
did not survive the hght wrned on 1 all during the trd

I admit it similar “evidenee™ 1 Kussia would have sont the
enemies of Smlin 1o their death, bur though | bold no orief
Tor the liberabty of the Negrin Governmient, | must say that
Spam has nol yer reached the bruwml dictatorial condition of
Russia. Perbaps this is not the vivire of the Noegrin Goveranwer
s magh as the pumericed and moral strength of the ONT -
AL and the socialist svneoaie UUGT that has still kept Hs
still impossilde
{or such heinous eromes e take place i the antl-Tascist part in
Spain as those staged in Srdia's domindon,

I have been in conrts & great many times i wy life. § there-
foTe expected o Drd the same ha 55, viudictiveness, and
lack of fabrness at dhe erial of she PVOUAL us b have known

Beeoglean Dromy e communist oscounrge, 11 s

t America in the past. | was thercfore considerably surprised
with the tene maintained during the eleven days. The proseeuts
ing attorngy was obviously either a communist or strongly
sympathy with the Smalin followers, He was vindictive, hard,
ardd did his ulmost o incriminate the prisoners. At the close
of bis summing wp, he demanded no less than Biteen and thirty
years imprisonmen: for them.  The very fact that he did not
dare 10 call for the death penalty was in iself a proof that the
whole {abricated charges had collapsed.

1 was partcularly struck by the oljectivity of the superior
judge. AL no time did Be permit the proscosling attorney 0
drag in wlerior metives that bad no bearing whalever on the
guill or innocence of the indicted men. When they were cross
examined and the proseenting attorney attempled 1o bully them,
or risl them ino a statement derogatory (o their party or thely
ideas, 1he judge immediately objected.  On (e other hand he
patiently listencd to a five-hour speech of the defending attorney.
It was a masteriy anabysis of the vanous political parties 1hat
vepresent the anti-fascist front.  He spoke in the bighest ferms
of the position of the CNT-FAJL, and made it very clear
that the ideology of the P.OELM. and the personalities on trial
preciuded every possibility of any connection with spying or
fascism,  He also related the terror imposed wpon the workers
of Barcedonz by the henclunen of Selin which resulted in the
kifling of our comrades, Camile Berneri and Barbieri, as well
as a nuraber of other victims whose names are not even known.
In ather words the whele proceedings in the conrt during eleven
davs impressed me as being absolutely free from partisanship,
nolitiea] teickery or copumunis! venoss against the men on trial

The readers of Fangreard may well ask how it comes that
fve of the indicted members of the P.OUM. were given
cleven and fifteen years imprisonment respectively. The reason
for the sertence is twofold.  First the judges bad to do some-
thing to appease the insatiable appetite on the part of Swl's
representatives. The second, to prevent the disappearance of
Gorkin and his comrades as Nin and others disappeared. This
s nod only my impression, but also the impression of a number
of people who atiended the trial.

F1 iy hardly necessary for me to impress on the readers of
Fanguard that T do not agree with the ideclogy of the P.OTIM,
{1 is w Marxist parly and 1 have been and am absolutely
opposed to Marxism, bat that cannol preveni me {rom paying
respects Lo the mentality and courage of Gorkin, Andrade and
their comrades. Their stand in court was magnificent,  Their
exposition of their ideas was clear cut. There were no evasions
or apelogies.  In point of fact the seven men in the dock
demeonsirated for the first time since the demoralization of all
idealists in Russia, how revolutionists should face their accusers.
At the end, alter the prosecuting attorney lad tried their
patience to the breaking point, Gorkin, Andrade, Bonet, Gir-
nonela, Arguer, Escudore and Relull rose to tweir full stature
with gheir clenched fists keld high in the aly, sure of themselves
and defant againse their enemies. That was indeed a splendid
demonstration in the court which he people who unscrupslously
prepared their undoing will not so casity forget

tn view of the faet that much was tumored abroad of the
indifference of the CNJT. o the gondition of the PAOULM.
yrisoners and to their trial, 8 s not ont of place to say that
the Pefending Atorney is a momber of the UNT. and that the
watitnony of Federca Montseny was among the moest fandastory
Perhaps 1 Dbad befter

of e character of the men oo teigl
guete fron: my nodes abot o sgatement:

obe osays she knows some of e accuscd through their
Frasde Unian work and dhrough helr Dterary production, and
iss s, She states that she was
sent by the govermmont fo mediste the May cvents and that when
fail Gpht can b othrown on this dsiurbatce many things now
chscure will he undersiood. Vhaf weifhor te DO A sor the
CNERE LR woere veapoiasiBle for the Mex grents

alse ax proven anti-fasc

[ Y q—



“Slie adds that this affair had all the earmarks of belng
fatehed in an wnderhended and secretive manner o averthrow
the Lorgo Caballers Gowvernment aud thus do agweay wih the
prefefarign influence fu the govermawent  This naturally hurt
Hhe seorkery cause,

i wuswer to the guestions of the prosecntor she says that
ugnn sirrival from Valeneds they keld a mceling in the Generalily
to appease the excited spirits and 3o keep the sitgation {n haud
so that overts would oot {ollaw the cnurse mapped ant by its
grovocatents,  They were convincel that these events wwere a
maneenire ggenns! e niteresis of e popular masses”

P oeusnnl emphasise vnough that i1 was 1the quiet and deter-
annent stanb nfothe ONCTCF AL w secnre 3 falr irial for the
PLOLUAL miombers and o give them overy comradely assisianec
which has no donlt prevented a mare severe sentence than the
vie impased, bt 1 feel certwin that an amaesty will no doult
be granted o the men Jn nat too disnt a fature, ] kuoew far
wofmes that the UNTCFAL are already working for it Bag
iois bat oright thar workers i oevery country should send a
protist 1o Negrin agamst the sentenee snd slemand nn wmnesly,

COMING EVENTS

FRIDAY, FEB 5 ar 8:30 P.M, Phila, PaGALA DANCE
given by Amotican Youtl Branch of the 51A. Carlos Ramos
and s arcliesira.  Boslover Hall, 7th and Pine Sireets, Phila.
Refreshments, Admissian J5c.

FERB, I, BAT. NITE—PARTY for the Vanguerd, 2% ihe
bome ai Molic Bogly, Molegnn Colony, Crompond, N Y, Al
comrades and friends invited

PEB B, SAT. NITE-PARTY for the benefit of the Van
guard Group, at Comrade fda Caben’s home, 329 Hast 19th St
NOY. O, Apt B2 Friemls and comrades are cordially inviled
1o come,

DPANCE and ENTERTAINMENT, FEHE IS given by Ualeled
Youh Grong w the Galeled Ulnly, 118 Cook S, Brockbn Admis
s Zhe,

VANGUARD SUSTAINING FUND

Kropotkin Library Gronp of Stelwon, No |, 500 (085} ; Maxi
milian Olay, $1.05 {6963, AL K, $L08 (GO4); A, K. Mullady,
$5.08 (7013 Nueva Era Growp of Langeloth, P, 3400 (702},
Corarade 2 P, $1500 (7113 ; Dr. Michsel A, Cohey, $2540 (New
Reeeipt Series, 73; A, Harbaugh, e (9); Alwert Fo Mullady,
$5.00 (Iuy,; MR, $L00 {H3; Marle Zoceo, froon affair in Phila.,
$300 (12); Harry Kelly, $108 (13) 1 Jack White, 3100 (1),
M. Mathrwson, SO0 (I3); Auna Black, $160 {20); Galelen
Tolna, b {31); Nat Kaplan, 25c {32 ; A, Gurian, $LO0 (33},
Ko Lronel, 8100 (34); Bertha Chazick, 30c (423, Kropotkin
Group af Washington, D, O, $1800 (B} Jeanne levey, $3.00
{303, SEA Loeal 23, McReesport, Pa, $38 (58); Josesh
Spivak, $LU0 (04); Bario Bettolo, 3100 ¢03); Fairfield Porter,
$5.00 (063, G KeHery, $1.00 (71 HL van Fluiren, $5.00 (72),
Kropotkin Literjary Socicty, Los Angeles, Cal, List No. 30!
Ao Bers, Sy LA, Herman, Ak, AL Lapidas, ;A Miller,
S0 b lsgar, 30c; P Uohen, S0e; M. Markowilz, $L00; M. Lubin,
Mo Carl Halper, 30c (73); ] P. Collins, $LO0 (75, )
Loycheek, $340 (79); Douation Lisy Na. 20, through M. 5.
Morris Shuman, $1.00 (81); Alr. Brownsieln, 50c¢ (82); H. Uole
mat, $LAG {833; 1 &, S0c (8415 1 Newnan, $LOG (353 ; Alert
P MyHady, 3200 {88y FYree Suciety Group of Chicage, 1L
ldst Noo 5 M. Ofay, 3104, L. AMiler, 25¢; Kaplay, 30c; [
Humtman, 19¢; Rabla, 50c; Binero, 109 5, Miller, $1.00; Max,
1003 B, Yelensky, $100; Free Saciety  »up, $8.56 (973 ; Sam
Gorelick, $500 (9835 1 Persons, $1.080 (9.

AMERICA'S DILEMMA

{Continsed from page 2)

evitably produces the state of hopelessness and defeatism
prevailing now i the ranks of the former enthusiasts of
the New Beal,

The basic premise of the framers of the New Deal bhas
proven to be wrong in the light of the latest economic
developmestts, The premise was that an essentially sound
ecconomic system-~that of American capitalism—can be
Drosght ot of ts temporary difficulties by broadening is
cansumption base, by lfting the submerged third of the
nation to the level of good consumers. That was to be
done by extensive borrowing, public works, by extendng
socia] services, by propping up here und there the sagging
sectors of the economy.

The tailure of this policy is obvious. A crushing public
debt reaching a state of saturation, a subsistence level
for millions of state-employed people, 4 state of dungerous
tension: in an economy stabilized at 3 low level of pro-
ductive capacity and ready at any moment to plunge into
a terrible crists—all that is known by many and is it
very keenly by millions of people in the form of a grow-
g realization that something wust be done.

Something rmust be done in order to put millions of
people back to work at regular wages and not doles, to
expand industries and not freeze them at a depression
leved, to open the door of oppostunity for the young peopic
eagerly looking for a chance to get some bold upon life.

Ouly a socialized economy can do it and # is fime fo
conte out boldly with an immedigte program of sociai
confrol over tndustries, social control over mvestments,
a directed economy hased upon workers’ and farmers’
vrntrol

Enougl of this myepie policy of trailing behind 1 bank-
rupt New Deal with its maudhin hopes for a rejuvenated
capitalism!  Bnough of this hair-splitting, doctrinnaire,
historicully impotent socialism, ever putting off the time
of its realization, forgetful of its mission evenr when there
is a cryiig need for it A way must be found to stir up
the shanbering hopes of the masses of people for 1 way
out, right now, from the economic morass, to put forth
n realistic, concrete program for the economic rehabilita-
tions of the country along the lines of public ownership of
the mearss of production,

This is the ouly effective unswer to De given to the
grawing dorces of reuction, which realize ton clearly
the direction of popular aspirutions by demagogically ex-
ploiting the slogan of “setting the wheels of industry
serolling’” und “pulting the unemployed back to work at
vegulay wages.”
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