.
| l .

JUNE, 1937
Vol. 3. No. 7
M. YYON

JOSEPH ZACK

IAVID LAWRENCE

AUGUSTIN SOUCHY

G. MAXIMOFF

“AMILLO BERNERI

3. MORRISON

IN THIS ISSUE

WHO IS BETRAYING THE
SPANISH REVOLUTION?

DOCUMENTS AND FRONT LINE NEWS

STALIN AND TROTSKY

A FOLLOW.UP ON THE “OPEN LETTER”

PEOPLE'S FRONT FOR CHINA?

FROM LLW.W. TO G.P. U

A REVIEW OF Wm. Z, FOSTER'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY

RISE OF THE C. I.O.

CONSTRUCTIVE ANARCHISM

A LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST JOURNAL 10c



ANARCHISM AND ECONOMICS

We. will begin with what we consider the basle fenet of
aparchlsin, with what appears fo us as s corners

slone — with economnles, “Feononile emaneipation of the pro-
tetariut lg the great goul fo which every politleal movemont
st e subordinated az = glmiple meups o proclaim the
statutes of the First Inlernalional Bakunin, wholly and with.
Ut any reservations, secopts thig tenct and places 1 at
the very basis of his system of anarehlst docirine. Those
whe swinmon the preleturiat fo conquer poliileal fresdom
&% 8 necessary praliminary to the complete emanelpallon of
the proleturiat, he answered whl the following verses of
Frailigrath:

“Bpeak not af freedon,

Foverty s stavery.'

Bakuynin, aa no one clse at that thee, clrarly unders
stood lhat the proletarial ean reully enjoy polltleal freedom
only when it I3 also ap equul nember of society in the eco-
nontie sphere, Olherwise, all potitiral Hherties are a worth-
bess giff, 1t was on this plane Ihat the strxgele with Marg
developed in the First Internastional

Exonomic emuncipation hefore anything else, because
potitical freodom resula from  this emancipation and not
vice rersa,

Here, Bakupnln was more consistent, more Moarxisl, so
to spenk, than Marx himself, for Marz in this case ahandong
hig poaltion that ecopamnte forms determnine poilticul forimns

Teonomlos, however, kas twes aspects - production and
eongumyption. Wkhich Isx the pripcipal one to Bakunla? In
other words: does Pakunin's eommunlsm lay speelal siress
on consumptlon?

Bakunin nmever cowpernpd himsel! in 8 gpecisl manner
with probleoms of cersumption and distribution. We do not
find iy hiz works an elaborated freatment of these probloms,
nolwithstanding the facl that he atirtbeied great lmpert
anes fo the bread problem. "“Phe first sirp of the revoly.
thon, e said, “must be the assuranve of bresd le the pop-
tlatlon™. The hread problere is t¢ Blm the primary nnestion,
UPo the nussg of poople. ... the hread guestion s the prob.
tem of intolicetual emancipation, freedom and homanity'

Makunin understood very well Jhe slgnlficance of lrampd.
into satisfaction of the nrgent nesds of the rebellions mass.
a, bnt no Iess clearty did he realigp thiat those nreds oane
oot e gntisfled for any length bt floie 1# production iz nol
plaved In the eenter of atiention of the revolution, To Palk.
ukin the problem of consumption wus solved autoratioally
It the probiem of proMuction was soived in the righl man-
nes,

In order loe consnme one hus to produce. In order to
produce for the purpose of gratifying the aeeds of all the
workers and ot that of onrichmient of a small elipue, 1t
ks nocessgry Lo expropritte the bonrgeoisie and the atate
Hibd grganize nBustry on @ hew Lasis How can that be fonoe?
Bulignin's nnswer was that the “lund should Lelbng onty
to those whe work with thelr own banfdy - lo lhe village
vranivipabities Cupitnl ard sl the mraty of produpbibn
o workers nusneiations: as B obs necessary thal ke organ.
fantion e uothiug €lse but a fedrration of fres workoers, of
agricultural s well o8 of farlory workers gwed nssociatious
of erafimen”. ising nodere terminalogy, 1t means thut it
Bs neressury to SYNDHIALIZME prodoption —  soemplhing
wlich wus done unponselrnsly aug bnpnbively by the Bus
sk oworkors ot the bpeginning of the 1957 rovelulion, nnd
whirk Bpw b belny cousiousie put into effprt !n 8nwin by
the FAE - OUNT

The speend protfermy of 1he revolutlen wis to Bakanin
the conguest of lelsore. Thosp “syndleatlst" idess, as thoy
are cialled npr, ren like a red thread thronghout the writlngs
of BaKunin. Seemingly, 1 was elexr to Bakunin that the
revotutlon witl Iraill to an incresse of comsumption withont
belng able lo satksfy i tb w sufficient degree. The prob.

lem iz solved by Rropotkin ia zn slmos] ldentieal manner.
ke DBakunin, Krepotkin alae nheld that the bread prob
lem comred first during s revolution. "Bread! bresd before
everything else! The ravoelnllon needs bread!™ Hropotkin
renllzed 1he significanee of thls probtem. He understeod that
during the revolutien industry will lag bolilnd inerTeased cof-
syinplive needs, that B will have fo be faken dver and or-
panizod anew o0 % to be able to satisfy the ueeds of the
entire population. Fut this will requiro years and in the
meardlnie tlie peoplo will have le stiarve. “"What i3 1o e
done?" asks Kropotkin Hiy answer is: Confiscate the sap-
ghes at hand 0 be abic to pull theough, the erltical period.

fiverything indicates that whes ¥Nropotkin wrole hiy
book “Conguest of Breail, he well uaderslosd the primary
Bizportance of production, he did naot, howoever, stress i
belng convinced thaf we were 20 vieh that onr supplies woere
so0 grest that the revolutior wonld surely hold oul through
the antlre ‘oritical period” — or THRANBITIONAL PRIIODN
aceording to my ferminclogy — during which the reoon
strustion of indusirics will have been gomploted. Il was be-
eause of this that Kropotkin hopefully affirmed: "we take
it upon ourscives to affirm that everyone can bhe well fed”. .
LJMthat the revolntion ean assure to everyone food, shelfer
and eloihing”,

Wrepotkin did not spapect 1hat by making lhose state.
mreals Be lnlroduced into anarchimi ullen consnmpiive notea,
which soon beeamo s apdtble within the anarchlst move-
et ws to linpart to B the sapect of a movement which
atresses exclustvely the factor of coensumpiicn,

There word even anarrhisty who tried 1o place oousSBmR-
Ttan, which they undorstood as o simple “sharing”, i the bas
i of anarchism, As u result of this, until the Russbu revoln-.
tinn, and even up to the las] moment, one of the basle fent.
ures of anarchimm was constdered the priocily of conanmp-
tton (taken In the primitlve schse} over produetion, This
eircumstanre ed, and is still leading, the elembnts who wprd
little versed in the buste ldcas of the anarchigl doctrine,
lo concelve of anarchist.copununism as the simple prordss
of “dlvidlng up™. The practical applienllen of such o prim-
ivply conbeived ararchist-commnnlsm® took place fn 1%185.
among sonie of the aparphistically-inriined Moscow worki-
ors and Mogcow anarclist gronps who scized villam aml dige
tributed articlrs of pae and clothing to the Boor people. Home-
thing similer srems 1o have taken place during the first
fevw duys of 1he Bpanish revolytion. WChis primilive anars hlam
ran be regarded sy atsarchism only by lpnorant elenents anid
o avowed enemips

{fa ke continged b the next igsue)
G, MAXIMOFE
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BETRAYAL IN SPAIN

“AS FOR CATALONIA THE PURG.
ING OF TROTSKYIST AND ANAR.
CHO-SYNDICALIST ELEMENTS HAS
BEGUN; THIS WORK WILL BE CON-
DUCTED WITH THE SAME ENERQGY
WITH WHICH T HAS BEEN CON.
DUCTED IN THE U.5.S.R.”

~wPravda, December 17, 1936

talin's latest step in his avowed program to H-
quiduie all outspoken and militant revolutionists
from the Spanish scene comies a{ a time when the
need for anti-Fascist working class unity ig greater
than ever before — and therefore at a time when
the Comintern’s hypocritical mask of “unity” is
shown in its thinnest transparency, With General
Mola's hordes at the gates of Bilbao, the Commun
ists push their political intrigues to a new jow level
¢f degeneracy.

Loyalist Spain's new cabinet in Valencia up-
der the premiership of the right-wing Soclalist, Dr
Juan Negrin, was formed on May 17th, after Lar-
go Caballero’s shortlived attempt to form a new
one, The latler was to include all anti-Fascist sec-
tors and representatives from the two trade-union
bodies, the Socialist-Communist controlled U.G'T.
and the Anarcho-Syndicalist CNT. The Communists
threatened to withdraw cooperation if they did not
have things their way, They scored another “vie.
tory” — of the kind they have been winning ever
since the Soviet Union belatedly entered Spanish
politics via the route of highly priced arms ship-
ments which it constantly threatens io withhold if
its political demands are not met,

What is the characier of the new Valencia cab-
inet? ¥ is purely political, having eliminated not
only the Anarcho-Syndicalist representatives, but al
50 any trade-union representation whatsoever, and
is based on the Cortez (parliament} which it hopes
to convene very soon In this manner they plan to
abolish all vestizes of functional political organiza-
tion and make the working class subservieat o the
political and economic aims of the bourgeoisie, They
do, indeed, want very much the cooperation, th.
sacrifices, the hersism of the working class — thes

wani our Ascasos and Durrutis - but the organ-
ized workers must have no say in running public
fife! The cabinet consists of moderate republicans,
Catholics and right-wing Socialists with the worst
labor records in Spain, The Stalinists cleverly util-
ized the personal siruggle between the “left” Cab-
alero and the right-wing Prieto to give to the lat-
ter (one of the most detested men in the Spanish
labor movement, especially among the militani
workers) the all-important position of Defense Min-
ister. That this was done as part of a well-planned
campaign to provoke the Anarchists, can be seen
not only frem their actions during the past few
months of intrigue and provocation to sguelch the
proletarian revolution in Spain; the clear-cub aimg
¢f the new Cabineil to continue the drive towards
counter-revolution are well stated by Herbert Mat-
thews in his N, Y. Times dispaich of May 19,1937

Bpain ir bow  seelntg the anomaly of Commuilsts
a8 well a5 Socialists, Republieans, Catholic Basques and
Catalan ILeftists sapportlng & government that under ordinary
cireuwmnatances they wounld churacterize ps bhourgeeiz. The
stmpie explangtion ls that they. .. ... want to win this s
first and worry about seclal revelution afiorward.

That s the primary meaning of thig governrment. It
tatends to pse wn lron hand to maiotsln Internat order and
prosceute the war with every element in Loyalist Spain get-
ting togetheyr and flghting for victory.

By so doing, the government hopes fo win the sympathy

of the two demacracies that mean most o Spaln — Grest
Britain and ¥ronce - and to retain the support of the na-
tion that has boeen most helpful -— Russis.

Tl government’s maln problesm now B to pacily or
squash the Anarchist opposition. {(Kmphasis mine. 5.M)

To understand why the Sialinists and their
bourgeois allles are willing to risk the dangers of
a political erisis at the very moment when the mil-
ifary situation in the Basque country is very pre-
carious, one mmust see elearly the basic nature of
the Spanish revelution, and the failure of the re-
cent provocative and bloody attempt of the Stalinist-
bourgeois bioe to wrest from the Catalonian workers
and peasanis their revolutionary conguests, their
socialized industries, their peasant collectives and
their internal defense patrols,

The daily press made much ado ever the al-



ieged “squashing” of the Barcelona “insurrectibn”
purported {o have been instigated by “Trotskyist-
Faseists” in league with the “uncontrollable’” Bar-
celona Anarchists. But, as happens not very seldom,
the wished-for results are denied in subsequent dis.
patches, Although at the present moment we do not
know the exact outcome of the ¢lash, we do know
enough to realize that suel a clash was to be ex-
pected. When the P.G.U.M. was custed from the
Catalonian Generalidad {upon the ingistence of the
Seviet ambassador who threatened to send back to
Rnssia a desperately needed shipment of arms on
He way to Bareelona from the 11.8.8.R., if his wish-
es were not complied with) our comrades knew that
Stalin’s eounter-revolutionary blackmailing was go-
g to be tried on a grand scale and that they were
going o be the viclims. And they were right. In
order to discredit the revolutionizts, in preparating
foer the final blow, they sabotarzed food distribu.
tion; they denied arms to the (predominantly lib-
ertarian) Arvagon front; they gave speculating mer-
chanls unwarranted advantagss which resulted in
an almost ruinous rise of prices; {hey sabotaged
openly the unify of the working ¢lass by prevent
i a unity pact between the CNUT. and the UG
iT.; they atiempled to lagislate the workers patrols
i the safeguard agalust infernal counter-ravoly-
dion - out of existence, and to put in their place
the uurclable Civil Guards and Assault Guards;
they inecited a number of Faseistically-mindad peas-
ants to attack the collectives; ete., ete. (We couid
continge this Hst with numerous other instancess
but we lack sufficient space in the Vanguard. For
complele detzils read the recent nubers of “Span-
izt Revolution”, the U.L.0. bi-weekly paper) It
was the lasi-mentioned action which (following the
Generalidad crisis of March-April that revolved a-
round the [ssue of the abolition of the workers pa-
trols, which still remained wihen the new Catal.
tnian eabinetl was furmed) required our comrades
to defend themselves, Premier Taradellas (of Cat-
alonia} then ordered the dissolubion of the patrols
and demanded that the Hboriarian workers turn

over all their arms to the government, {This is
preposterous in view of the fact that most adult
males in Spain carry arms.) Goverament police
were sent to attack the patrols. The ensuing fight
« the heroic defense by the revolutionary workers
of their elemenlary rights and liberties — resulted
apparently in a stalemate: the C.N.T.-controlled
telephone building in Barcelona was not taken by
foree - the fighting there stopped by agresment;
the workers patrols stil] remain; the socialized in-
dustries and collectives are still in workars and
peasants hands. Whatever the nature of the "truce”,
it iz clear that it can only be a temporary one.

Having been unable lo squelch the revelution in
Catalonla the Stalinisis are now trying to accom-
plish the same ends through the Valencia govern-
med, But they cannet succead, for the Hbertarian
revoluton 1s rooted in ithe Spanish masses. Tao
Spanizit Anarchists and Syudicalists have displayved
almost ineredible patience and tact—all for the sake
of unity against the Faseist counter-revolution, They
have vielded and compronisad ; they Liave even par-
tigipated in the government — and they will con-
finue as heroically as ever L play the leadiny role
1 stemming the tide of Fascist reaction. But gov-
eonmental power is not the stock-in-trad= of Anar.
¢higm. The Hbertarian workers of Spain know that
their salvation lies only in thelr own efforis. They
have demonstrated this understanding in their lat-
est response to the needs of revolutionary defenss.
And whatever temporary tactical shifts they have
made they know where their real strength Hes, Fas-
clzm was halted by the revolutionary rising of the
workers and peasanis and only they can carry on
this strugele to its logieal end.

The Spanish revolufbon will forge shead to
oreater revolutionary conguests; to the final de-
siruction of capitalism; to the sozializalion of
wealth; to & free political and cultural I Neither
Franeo and his foreign allies nor Sialin and his in-
ferpational political machine shall be allowed to
siand in the way of the road to Iiberty.

S. MORRISON

Manifesto of Libertarian Youth of Catalonia

Tlm moment has come to gpeal elearly and with firmneas
Concerping the eponly counter-rovoiulionary activity of
cerlain antifascist sectlons, lo whose oAgsrnoss - openty
confeased — to return to the Bomocoralie LDourgeois Hepube
Loy aind fo whose activitles in the Naotienal as well as the
International field. iz partly doe the prolengalion of 1hle
Lreatal strugele which weo susiain agninst fascismy, forcing
wi b lhe alicipalive decigton of eilher aloandoning the revs
gintlon or lesiag the war, lhe Liberarien Youlh have do-
cidod to gpoal clesrly to the poople. To the poopls of Juivw
191D, g0 thod lhey ean jodege and decids what! lhoy consider
relevant
Wi, ol oonr Dark, announce thal we oon no longer keon
silert angd lolorato g

s low countor-roveluiionnry manocu~

vors efr gavernmontal injustice, and sush cunnig and de-
strieclive work, such polltical falseliood, i ibe name of war

ist wnite.

mnd of anlifs

We swant to peint out Lhal we do net spoeall just for the
sake of spoatiing. That we hoave refiected and sulfored much
Lefore speaking as wo do, with sueh clearness and blant-
nomd. We have more lhag sufficiont metives and roasons,
rmany of whicl are atready Knpown 1o the poople, The count-
Loperevalution hos talen off Mg masy and iz now woring
openiy. The United Socindist Youth, wha first ossisled lho
revalying of e Azanng slovk - fallen so low I Lhe first
days ef Lho rovolulion, whoen he Iried te doe the coubiey -~
and whe caticd lo lhe Enilied Catholle Toutl and even lo
those who were sympsthetic to fascizm - are now oeponly
opposed 1o unity wilh e reveiulionary yeulh, with lho
Lits

rtarial, compunist, syndicabisl, foderalizl, youlh, ote.

fi‘ha revelutionary workers” alliance, opposed  for so
raany yenrn befoere lhe revelution, aond se desired by Lhe
nnnGl boeo orealbzed because gov-
intereated in oan alllance with

weriiing olass in gopernl,
ernmental sceiniism la mose
the eepuibdivan bourgecisie.




There Is belng prepared, secrelly In the haekground,
through c¢ertaln antifaselst parties, au armistice wilh our
rreconcilable enemles, which would have the viriue of re.
turning us to the “"houveurable” generals to our people, to the
hands of the military Iraitors and oppressors of the work-
ing elass, who bhave glven o Hitler and te Musaolini pleces
of our sountry.

While they talk Inceasantly about unity, party munoeu-
vors and peolilical piota are the stronmg dish of gvery day.
And while they are speaklng about this unlty they are de-
claring war 1o the death oy other zecliions who are fighting
with us in the trenches against fuselzsm. We want unity, Ioyal
and sinceres unity, that will lead us te triumpk in the war
and in ibe revelullon,

Provoeations of Publle Order sre effecled on the part
of certaln clenmenis in laterior Security, se that our com-
rades fall into the Irap and respond o the provocation, which
iz thepn made a pretext to disargm and hoprison bhewn, or
for other polllleal ends no Iesz abominable,

In the Lmntcrnslional field Ihey support openly all the
rfeutions of the English gnd Freneh Governments to en.
eirele the Bpanish revelution., And, oh shame, 2l Ihis in
the namo of demoersey and soelalizm, oday In the Spanish
vevolution, a9 yesterday in the case of Abyssinia, the polit-
itetans eontinue their Ireason of the Noske-MaeDonald, etc,
type, following their profession of botraying the proleiarist
and harnessing it to The earrviage of governmental capitalism,
in order Fo make il impossible for workers to employ direct
aetlon In faver of thelr Spanish brethers, fighting for the
sovial rovolution.

Inn the Basque counlry our committees haye Deen im-
prrisoned and the anarchisl milltancy has been parseeuted
beeuuse they deelared themseives to be oppesed to the dele-
bration of the Easter festival., And all thiy takes plaee while
our brolhers fighl In the trenehes agalnsl a blaek and Ine
quisitoris! Bpain. In Madrid the publishing offices and the
radio alation of the P.OGM, have been assaulted. Comrade
Marceto, chief of the eclumn whivrh beara his nauie, has bheon
imprizoned for Delug irue o ansrchiam, while Asensic, the
trafior general who deliversd Malaga into Ihe hands of thue
fasciste, i3 enfjoying liberty.

Arms are denled to the front of Aragon, beeanse it Is
definltely revolutionary, In order to be able afterwards to
tiveow mud on lhe columng that operate on thad front, sac-
rifieing thousands of iives and endangering our vietory.

The Central Governiment bowuotts Catalan cvonomy. in
erder o foree gz to rencunce eur vevolutlomary songnests.

‘They ash sacrifices of the people and the workers und
miithaizen  give freely of whalever they  possess,  bat
the national gevernment is guarding its gold as & guarantee
of the cconopty of the new hourgeeis and parliamentry re-
publie. 'Tho treasures and fortunes of Ihe capltalisty gre re-
spegied ~— o thing that is not even done by the fageialy —-
ang they constrve the fabulous salaries aud sometines mults
iply thewn,

Fhe sons of the pogple are gent te the froul, bhut for
counter-revolutlionary endsz the unlfornmmed forves are heing
hept in the resr. Are these betier sons of their mothers fhan
the othera?

While the poople are suffering privallons o criminal
speculallon iz perwmitted in all sorts of commercial enter-
rrise,

By the power of nilitary bhands, spectaeular shows and
enrnivals, apd speeches to the shop-Reepivg class, they have
galted ground for a dictatorship — ool proletarian! but
LOHTEC0iE,

We vonsider that |t i3 gqnite pnneecssiry o give further
proofs AR this demonsirates that Lhe counter-revolulion s
moving at full speed. and Ihat so-called revelutlonary part-
fes serve s its nator. By aneans of treachery and acks of

betrayal, prejude to strong repression, they are hetraying
the inlernalioual profelariat and committing a crime agajnst
consclenlious and progressive humanily. And this Is all the
more palnful ag it s done In the name of liberaliam and so-
ciatism.

The iibertarian ¥outh refuse to make themseives ac-
complices by Ioferaling stiently Ihese activities, which must
in ihme create distrust In the minds of the revelulionary
people. And without restrictions we shall trothfuily reveal
these actions which must cause the words o rise to thelr
Hips. “This la treason!" We shall ralse our volees and say —
Be on the aleri! For we are firmly decided not o be re-
sponsille for the ¢rimes and belrmyals of which ihe work-
ing Class I Lolng made the ohject.

it is not posslble that those things should go on for
one moment lopger, Hither the conduet musl he changed
and the word of honor given be Repl, or we shall make re-
sponsible, with all its consequences, and &l the tragadies,
the political deceivers hidden In the ranks of the aniifascists,

We are ready to refurn, it that ia necessary, £o the clan.
destine struggle agalnsl the deeglvers, agalnst the tyrants
of the people, and the miserable merchants of pelilics, who
¢rave your support but condemn your sons to die of hunger.

Proletarian mothers! Your gons are of as wnuch value
a8 others, With hem you toust compel the unlformed forces
af khe rear guard to take thelr part In the struggle at the
froiut,

Peoplel Prople! Do nol telerale any longer Injusilee and
effrontery. Be ready to defend your eonguests. The lbertar-
lan weulh, and with them all the eonscions end revointion-
ary youth are on your slde,

It s énough! We will never tarn basl nntil we have
put a stop lo the counter-revolullon! —Aprtl, 1957

TOWARD A NEW JULY 19th

yodicaliam, I contrast lo soelsl.democracy demands the

the conguest of the ecohomic power, Without bread ne
freedom. The syndiealists and the anarchists deelined to
form political (electioneering) pariics. They organized the
workers according o gocupations and Indusirics To achieve
higher wages, shorter working-hours, better soeial eondiiions,
they organized striles and strest demonstrations, executed
sabotage and exerelsed passive resislance. Te propare for
the socialist order, they perfeeted their trade unlens. These
were to have the task of dlreciing produciion In plase of
the industrial magnates, to regulale distribotlen in place of
the lords of cominierce.

Aets of parliamen! and governmenial deerees cannot
do away with the system of private exploitation, eannol
pring about soelt! justiee, Soclety musl be changed from
the bottom up, ‘This roguires the disgointion of the old poalice
and military uuits, the clesing of purliament, the abrogation
of rlghis of private ownership in agrievitnre, Indusiry and
I commeroe In place of the old we envision the greution
of mew organizations foer produetion and disiribution by the
warkers and peasanty, by the produeers and consumers. The
old Boelal forns must be replaced by new ohes,

For these reasous the syndlealists and ansrehlsty re-
frained from the polilieal slruggle centering argund clec-
jtons. ‘The social-demoerats spoke of our polltical baek.
wardness. They sald: The coonomic power esnnot be won
withaut proevigusly taking possessian of the polltleal power,
If & strike did nol sncesed, Mhey Dlarmed the anarcho-gyndic-
aligt doetrina

In this argumentation of the marxlists there was much
demagogy. We anasrcho-syndiealists were never the opponents
of direet pariicipatiou in public Iife Ly the weorkers themi-
pelves, We preached and led the struggle against oppression




and exploltation. From the strike to armed insurrcetlon,
from the general sirlke to general revolt — we uged every
means 0 weaken the power of the entreprensurs and of
the state However, we considar the deslruelion of the polit-
feal power of the hourgecis social system more efficacieuns
and more I accordanes wilh our ahns than the eonquest of
politicel power,

The 18k of July and the following days proved the
orreciness of the anarehist point of view., The parllament-
arfan-politien] power disclosed its screen-like nature, Caplt-
wl and ermny, property and the sword wert the roal powors,
After the Fobruary elections 19868, the trinkty; Clergy, Capit-
al, Army, feH lts power being threatened: to strengihen it,
ihe military trained s weppons on the people. These re
sisted. Tn order to defend our liberties, und not to conquer
the political power, we anarchists and syvndicallsts fook re-
fuge In arms Fhe participation in the parliamentary slee
tions wag of relative value only; Lo expect salvation from
it seemed nalve to ns; to identify the strugele for politienl
libertles with the struggle for the ballot sremed dangerous,

To the surprise of thie world we guceceded in repulsing
the frst atfack of the gencrals The political powor of the
state was shaken. The genoral strike of tlie workers, to-
gether with the armed straggle in e streets, made the
woFkers' orginizations thoe masters of the situation. The
antifascist mwmilitia committee 1y Cataloilas was a revelntion-
ary aommittes, a sort of government of people's commis-
sara. To lakc part in i, was the demand of the hour We
syndiealists and apwrehiats did not therely commil freason
against onr principles. We remain trie to the traditions,
wlieh Balunin handed down to wy For more than eighti
montha we have taken part in "the power” We frst of all
rermngvead the supromacy of the bourgeols parliament. The
governments in Burcclona and Valencia are regionad and)
national representative bedles of the antifasciet organiza-
tioms. Their task is to organiye tlwe strugnle sgainst fascian.
We cannot renruin nyart from the tashi of reconguering Fole-
do. Irun, San Sebastian, Muslaga: the situntlon forces us, to
cuoperate clogely with all the antifuselst forcea of our peoplo.

Howoever, we cannot be satisfied with sharing the polit-
teal power. The proletariit expeets more from us It wants
betterment of its eondition. We eonjoy Hs confidenes, it 1z
up o us o justify this confidence. The avowal of sociaiism;
must not remain only en opr lps. On JFuly 19, 1344 we
won o great vielory over fascism; another I4th of July'
must belog gs the Fing victory over capltalism,

Upon ns resty 4 hesvy responsibility, The oliaos of the
cotxistence of priviete and eollectlve economy leads to eon-
fnsionl; the responsibilitivs are shifting, Onr mohey s de-
vialuuted abrond Ly our cupitalist eppohents. Food I8 be
cowing denrer. specaistion abounds, dissatisfuetion iz atiy-
Filg.

The gorernment in Valencin controls money: I iw in a
poasitlon to do samothing. Byt 8 wiust sot goickly, for the
peaple want o0 se¢ action. Onr antilaseist strugsie mpst be
At the same thre an anticapiallst struggie, We mmst fm-
prove the esgiomic conditlon of the country, ptlerwise onr
fight will leose ity menning. That is difficull right in the
middle of the war bnt no stone muet he ot enturncd. Ve
prave e eorrectyiess of onrF vien und the justlce of our
canae ot orly Iy the sharnness of the sword, but by our
ablity to bring abond aoei! Justice wnd freedom in tho
sociz] relutions of gur peeople

We have todny the possibility, unegualled in Listory,
of winking for good the sympathies of the working populi-
tion, Oer govermment doees not consist of pelitioal 1pirties
and paribupentarian gronps Hone, Tiw eceoRainie organim.
tlong of the proletarist sre represeniod in it Tlat repre-
sents progress. We have the possinility of avolding tlie orr-
ors and misstens which tore Germany Jowh into tln abyss
of faselsm. The way out: The government of the paditiont

parties must make room for & nstlon-wide representation
of the Spanish people, which will rest on the two trade
walon organkations of the country.

Prolttieal libertics are valuable to us and we fight for
them at the risk of our lives. Hut political power alone will
Bot bring our peoplc soclal liberation.

Of enonocitie power we lave won only half, eollectiviza-
tion docs not extend to the entire scenomic lifo. A great
purt of our economy 19 still dominated by private capital,
ITulf-solutions are nene at all, For several montha now we
Lave beon murking tine as far as our coonomny goed Onr
entire life suffers from that, Go back we caunnct. We muat
zo forwerd, Oollectivization is the slogan of the day. Down
with nrge sialuries! Down with high prices!

We are in pur own domain Police und militia are with
s, Warkers and peasants want social justtice, We are nast-
ers of onr awn fate and nothing enn be in the way of the
roalization of our aims

rofitical freodon: must be seppiomented by economic
ganality, Duestiuetion and Constroetion are in owr landi
W oek oglve 1 world o new oxnmiple, we can give the -
ternational workers' movement a great lessom, by givieng
roniily to the loguaey of the Flrat Intcrnational: The cop-
cmle Hieration of tho working oldss lz the groat alm ie
wiieh orery political movement must beo subwordinated.

A SOUCITY,. April, 1937

Why Malaga Fell

s GOVERNMENTS CRIMINAL XLGLIGENCI
RESPONSIRLL
Reg’:}rﬂing the fnll of Malagh, roporis sppeared from vayr
jous sonrees whieh did not allogether correspond with
the truc facts of the case. Bome went so far as to actvally
Uy the Dlame for e fall on the homils of the Anarohlsts
Yhe Comnunist and Soctalist organs of the world press
even ¢id not hesliiate to repent these lleg —— lies whicl: oun
only serve the lniercsla of the Fascists and by no means
those of the Antl-ITaseist United Front in Spain.

Weo give below details on Uhe fall of Malags wiich wers
reporied Ly porsons actualiy engaged in e tight and be-
longing to the varlons parties

Ag far back a8 Augnst last, the ropresestative of the
CNA., B, Pera, as woll as Girslt, Lhe reproacntative of the
Popular ltront and the U377, reported thut the Fascists
wore marching in the direction of Algeeiras, apd that H
wig fmporative to strengthen the defonsive foreesx.

A demanpd was niade for 10,060 rifles, 16 machine guns,
3 eannons of 176 and 10.5 In Octobor a dolegation of the
Popular Front walted uwpon largoe Caballors, to preasnt the
neoessity for strengthening the defense of Malagn gnd to
wsk for more amnpd Caballoro's roply was that Dot & single
rifle, nor & single eartridge conld be giren for Malagh.

Thoere wers no anti-alreraft guns avallable, although the
town was belng dully attacked by machine gnns fromg tie
alr and from as low a hoight as 460 metros. Colonel ELauis
1lomero {3 momber of the Commenist Party slnec 195315
communieated this fact duily, oiflior by teleplione or tole-
graphically, to the Gavernmoent, [R0mero's reports were sup-
ported by the AL of Mulaga. Yet nothing was done The
{LNUFE of Malsen estublished o mimitlons factory where 1000
porgond were bogy mmRnfectnring eqnipmioit for the troops.

in MNovemboer, another deputation was sent Lo hilerview
Clabalioro, to put full details before hhin as ta the position
of Malngh and to impress en him the dangerous state of
affuirs, 'The Government's reply was again in the pegiative

An Feonomic Committe was spuointed ln Malugn, com
posed of reprosentitives from gl parties, Ple Conipiittes




again spplled to the Government They pointed out that
this Cemmittee, consisting of representatlves from ail part.
ies, Marxists, Anarchists, ete., of the Populiar i/nited l'ront,
was urgently in need of munitiens in order to fight against
Fascism, The CN.T.~F AL represenied the majority of the
mifitiamen In this region. Tieir request was ieft wuheeded.
{Feneral Joge Asensie (Cubaiiere's Minister of War), the
Deputy State Seceretary-General, refused to snppliy any arms
for Malags,

At thig juncture, the Irefense Cowmmitiee of Barceiona
sent 500 grenades ef 17.5, 680 bomb# and & number of
cartridges t0 Majags.

» MALAGA COMPLETELY NEGLECTED

The Soeisiist Government of Madrid had completely ne-
giceted Maiaga. The War Conunissar of Madaga took away
even the jast throo canpons frem the Federal Colnmn. which
cannons had been posted in thie Qistrict of Estepons, and
handed them over to the 3farxist battaiien Melleo. Also
some machise gnns were withdrawn frem the $ederst Coi-
amn of Bgtepona, The Commandant Peiaye wag reileved of
his cemunand, beeause he was under suspicion of being in
symipathy with tile Confederates, ie. the C.NT. As a re.
gyuit of this, Estepona feil into the hands of the Pascists
three dayy Ister, and thereby they moved 253 kijemetrea
nearer to Maisgn,

After thiz defeat of eur forces, brought #bont by the
withdrawai of arms the Government reiieved Ceionel Her.
nandey Arteca ef his pest and replaced him by Coisnel Viie
jaiba., The latter came frem the Aragoen Front whern he
had hy ne means distinguished himseif,

Between the fail of ilstepons and the faii of Maizga there
was an interval of twenty days Dyring that time the Gov.
ernment at Vaiencia was daily adjured to send munitions,
in visw of the fact that the imminent fzll of Mazaiaga be-
came daiiy mnere threatening

The seounting serviee 0f the Cenfederates’ (Qojumn “Juan
Apcog”, informed the Gevernmeni that 32,008 Tisilang and
Meroceans, egulpped with 150 tanks and a proportionate a-
meunt of ether war materini, were advancing towards Mal-
aga. Ceieneci Crepien, toe, supported {this, and insisted on
the demand addressed to the Govermment for lmmediate
suppy of arms.

» ONLY FOUR MACHINE GUNS

In the meantinie, the Pascists continuced their advances,
Hafarpays was hard pressed by them. On february 5th a
cenferenes wa3 fieid of aif the Anth Pascist organizations
and partles, whers the dangerous situation was discussed.
it way decided to put up resistance. They oniy had at their
disposal 28,800 cartridges, a very insdequate gquantity ef
hand grenades nnd 4 machine guns. 'They hoped for speedy
reinforeements. Two dayy before tihe fail of this distriet, a
battery of lieid guns and one anth.aireraft gun areived,
which, hewever, it was no Jonger possibic to put in actien
For fully five days this baltery was iyving at Almeria inactive,
Az to the reason fer this inaetivity Cofonsi Boiivar, who
waE ot the head of the Marxist Battaiion at Metril, ceuid
give information, after the other Aarxist Battadion Me-
Heo” had Hhewise suffered defeat. The ease with these puns
wan shmilar to that which teek pince in Barccionns, where
11 tank: were stoien by the commander of the Kari Marx
Diarrneis, which tanks did not therefere go tz the Front,
LUt wivich were designied te fe used for party poiiticai pur
POSCE,

On Faturday, Februoary 6th, another Conference toek
piace at Headquarters, where the rosistatice wag prepared,
On Sunday, Febrnary 7th, the Syndicates of the CN.T. pro.
poged thit resistance shenid be made at any price aud car-
Cied out te the wimost They wanted te gain a week's time,
during which they heped to get reiuforcements. There were
ne more cartridges avatiaide, and the defense had to be
iimited piereiy to the use of hand grenades

When at 2 pom on Sundey & deiegate of the Coafader-
ates’ Coiumn calicd at the Commander'a Headguarters in
order te report and to receive new instructlons, the head-
quarters hud alyeady been abandoned. ‘The Marxist War
Commissar Boiivar, too, waa no ionger there. Ali bad fied,
witliout baving notified It beferchand This fHght had as
A consequence the death of thoussnds of women snd child.
ren. Safarraya had falien; the routes were oceuppied by Pas.
ciets, who mowed down with machine guns the peopie whe
were trying to escape. The Fascists then entered the town.
White this entry was going on, the inhabitants stil} be
fieved that it was our forves,

s MILITIAMEN LEFT WITHOUT

INSTHUCTIONS

Maijaga feil on Monday, February Bth, at noon Hince
the Saturday previouy to that, the miiitinmen were left with-
out command and without Instructions, The Fascists stifl
expacted to meet with resistance and remained half & dey
without fnrther advance. But nothing happened, It was only
at & distance of T8 Lijometres that four days later the re.
sisfance was organlzed.

When the War Ceommissar Bollvar had ieft the town
& general lrreguiar fiight shsved towards Aimeria. Colonel
(Cremen deciared before witnesses, who met him on the
high rond, that he had been betrayed, During the second
haif of January he had been premised 5,000 rifies and 208
machlne guns, aise cannens and 26 anti-sirceaft guna. Yet
sone of these srms vame to Malaga. (remen congratulated
the Anarchist Cojumm "Juan Arcos” on the desperate re-
siutanens 1t had effered whiie stifli in the mountains,

The CN.T., with the remalpder of fhe conrades who
were ready to continue the fight, formed the “Machnow'
Batiziion. This Batiaiion was refnsed rations, aithough it
tought ziongside of the Battaifon "“Juan Arcos” up to the
yery dast, They suceceeded, hewever, In earrying away 0
Aimeria 800 rifies and 2 nachine guns which the Marxist
Column “Motril' had jeft behind.

This la the story of the fafi ef Malaga. it is not the
Anarchists who are to be blamed for H#, but the Govern-
mrent whizh had refused up te the jast moment to snppiy
the necessary weapens Tor the defense ef Malapgs.

A, ROTOEY

Open letter to Federica Montseny

{Ed. nete: Camilic Berner) is the editor of “Guerra di Clag-
st jtalian CONJT. paper in Barcelona., The following Is an
ex¢erpt fresm an epen letter to Federica Montseny, former
angrehist minister of Tublic Healill in the Valencia Cabinet,
printed in “Guerra i Classe” on April Idth.)

!n vaur speech of January drd you said:

"Ihe anarchists entered the govermipent in order to pre.
vint the reveiution from deviating and te earry it on in
spite of the war, and furthernmore, to be en guard against
ziiy attempt to estabiish a dietatership, whatever ita origin
miight he”.

Very well, then, Comrade, in Apreil, after three montha
of coliaboratien, we find oursecives confrented by & grave
situation which others pian to make oven mors serious.

In asueh pliaces as the Hasgue country, Levant and Cas-
tilis, where we 4o not have s vast mass base in the teade.
uniong, the ecennter-revoiution is bheeoming menacing and
threatens o wipe out everyiising, The governnient iz in Val-
encia and from there come the Assanit Guards who are sent
te disarm the reveiutionary nueiet formed for defense pur-
posed, Vilanosat i spoken of as a secoud Casas-Viejaz The
Civit Guardy and the Assauit Guards have the zsrms: and
it is they who sre feft in the rear to comirol the “uncentroi.
abies”, in other words to dlsarm the revoiutionary nueied



that may have a few rifles or revolvers. T'his ig taking place
ati & time when we still have to fight on the internal front
Aio., agsinst Fascist atool-plgeous. B4, nete) This goos on
during a civil war wherc all soris of surprises are possible
and in remons cloge to the front which iself ls neither
well. defined nor mathemationally precise. This! when it ia
qulte evident that arme are belng distributed on a political
basis, so that only the absolute minimam. ... is given to
the Arsgon frent the armed gscort of the agricultuyral col.
lectives, the defonders 0Ff the Aragon Council and of Cnta.
lonia, the ¥herian Dhkisine. You are in a governmont which
hws offored France aund Engiund ceoncesglens in Morooes,
sehoroas it shonld have officially proclaimed Morvecco pol-
itleslly sytonomous ever since July, 1438, I can oconccive
what you zs an anarehist must thiok of thiy disgraceful sud
stupid business; but I beleve the thine has come te point
eut that you aud ather anarchist sminlsters are not In pgree.
mont a8 to the nuture and purposs of such doings.. ... ..

it zoes without saring that {the governmoents' preoccupa.
tHon with) annihilating the "uncontroliables” will net, Indeed,
help us #golve the problews of climinating the Fifth Column.
The pritne reguisite for ellminating the interual front is
consigtent investizution and reprossion activity, something
which onn be aoccomplished only Ly proved revolntionists
An infernal poMey of class collnborution and leniency fo-
wirds the aniddle clusses Ieads inevitably to tolerance of
auestlonable poiftical eloments. The fIfth Colamn s composed
not only of these helonging to Fascist groups bhut of thore
dissrtisficd clemoents {(bourgeoisic} whe hope for a moderate
republic. Aud it i the Ilatier whe profit iy the toleranae of
thase who want 10 do way with the "uncontroflablos”.

The Hguidation of the inpternal front dependa upon a
witespread and radical setivity of defonse eowninittces ocon.
stHtuted hy the N7 and ULGT.

We are witnessing the penetration into lcading poslh
tiens of the popuilar arnny of guostionable elamenta. . ..

The pelitizal detegates and cwunmittees In the milltia

exoreise a salutary control which is now holng woenhoned by
the widesproad growth of systems of advanccinont and uro-
motlon ot & purely miltary basis Tie anthority of those
commnittees and delegifos wiust be reinforded

L1 beilove the thowe has como to establish a "confederisl”
flilertariin) siny, just us the Socinlist Parfy has estabHshed
ity owp armed forees In the form of the Vifth Negiment of
the Fopulsr Miitia. T lelieve the fime has eome 0 solve
the probklewn of “single cgmmand” by offeclivaly realizlug &
wnity of conwnand which will pormit wn offensive on the
Aragon front. T believe the thae hud come whon we iuust
put mp oud to this hosiuesa of keoping thousunds of Olvil
Cuards Aud Assault Cuardy awny from the front beoause
they are used to confrol the "unooutroliubles” i thoe reae

LT Fravde” o and CTyvestin' curry on o ow cunpiign of
alander agalpst the Sganish Aunechists and acoiuse thews of
gnbotuping waity, Lot us onll upoun ‘he dinsses to judge the
morel and political com plicity involved ju the silonce of the
“panish Anarchist press on $Htalin's dictatorial practices on
the perscention of Tlussinn Anwrehists, the mosstrous triils
against the Loenindst and Trotsuyist opposition — & silence
well comnpensated in the defamatians by “lzvestia’ of “Hol-
idaridad Obrary'.

Fet us oall vpon the inasses to jadge whoethor eerbain
food-sabotiging winnosuvers were not fnerdided in the plun
announeed by UPravda” in Docewmber 17, 1936

CAR TR CATALONIA, THY PURGING OF TROTIRY-
IHTHR AND AMARCHOWMYINDICALISFS HAS BEGUN, THIS
WOTK  WILL B CONDREOTID WITH  FHIE SAME
FMERGY CWITH WHICH T WAS CONDLOTIU IN THRE
L8R

CAMTILYAO BERANITI

FoVitunesa is o2 sinall Spanish village wheee CNJT
guarters were sseied apd a aumbeor of ONCTD militants
murdered severil weeks before this Ilter was wrilten.
Ed. Note,

hond-

People’s Front for China?

he monthly journal, Asie, communicates in its

April issue that the Kuomintang, at its plenary
session, voted for peace with the Communists, Chou
¥in-lai, vice-chairman of the Chinese Soviet Gov-
ernment, said in an interview at Sian, that the Com.
munists were ready 1o cease confiscation, to set up
a democratic government in harmony with Nanking
in the area which they occcupy, and te call their
forees the “revolutionary army” instead of the “red
army”, In turn they would demand ecivil liberiies,
natienal unity and defence against Japan, and im-
mediate readjustment of living conditions among the
Chinese rnasses,

In 1932 already the Chinese Communists de-
clared war on Japan and they have always advo-
cated a “united front against Japanese imperial-
fsm”, The communication made by Asta is confirmed
by an article in the English Stalinist paper The
Datly Worker, in which Sirachey wrote that the
Comanmists had made the proposal o change the
Communist armies into national revoluiionary arm-
fes cooperating with, and obeving the orders of
the Central Chinese Army Staff, The Chinese Sov-
iet Hepublie showld become a separate adminisira-
tive district, under the same lawsg which are in

force in the remainder of China, provided the coun-
try as a whole got a really democratic constitution

Meanwhile the reports, to the effect that an
agreement has already been concluded between the
Nanking Government and the Communist leaders,
seem to be premature, The Chinese Communist Par-
ty, which considered the abolition of the Soviet dis-
{ricts and its own dissolution as unacceptable if
Nanking did not promise to oppose Japan, seems
consequently not to have been able to obtain this
assurance,

Japanese reperis speak of an agreement be-
tween China and Bussia, in which Russia iz said
to have promised not to support the Chinsse Com-
munists, to have recognized Chinese sovreigniy over
Sinkiang (now under Russian influence}, and both
countries to cooperate in maintaining safety in the
Pacifie.

Although no confirmation has been obtained
of these reports, they are gquite compatible with
the policy carried on by Russia fo unite with all
couniries whose political sifuation brings them in-
to opposition with the two staies which she regards
as hay direct enemies, namely Germany and Japan

The People’s Frent pobiey — a much batler



name is truce policy — which the foreign agencies
of the Comintern, incorrectly called Communisgt
Parties, everywhere advocate, has no other ebject
than that of preparing the war front against Ger-
many and Japan Likewise the intervention in
Spain does not take place on the sirength of sym-
pathy with the revolulionary struggle of the Span-
ish masses but has as its object the prevention of
the strengthening of the fascist bloe in Europe.
Russia does not want a secialist, but a bourgecis-
democratic Spain, and is exerting pressure in &
counter-revelutionary sense,

T'he united front with the bourgeoisie, which
the Stalinists are at the moment in favor of in all
democratic countries — and in the propaganda of
which they are everywhere more nationalist than
the nationalists — will in the fature cost the pro-
letariat dearly, just as the whole foreign policy of
the Soviet Union has already eost the proletariat
dearly, in China too, What the Chinese workers
and peasants think about the new united front
which the communists want to effect with their ty-
rants is difficult to say. Clever propaganda seems
to be able to attain the almost impossible in certain
sifuations. One can otherwise hardly imagine ihat
the Chinese revolutionaries have forgotien what the
Stalinist policy brought them in 1927,

In 1928 Slalin declared in the Executive Com-
mittee of the Third International that the weak-
ness of the Chinese bourgeoisie justified the forma-
tion ef the bloe of the “four rovolutionary classes™:
for this resson the Chinese Communist Party had
to form the left wing of the Kuomintang and re-
nounce its own organs and independent organiza-
tion. The viclent suppression of the strikes in the
Seuth was not paid atitention to, the arming of the
waorkers prohibited, the formation of soviets op-
posed, the risings of peasants checked - all in or-
der not to break the united front. Souvarine tells
in his book “Staline, Apercu historique du Bolche-
visme', that when Chiang Kai-Shek carried out a
military coup d’etat in Murch 1926 to kil the Com-
munists, the Soviet papers received order to main-
tain silence about the matifer and Bubnov gave in-
structions to his Chinese subordinates to submit.
According to Borodine, another Russian adviser of
the Chinese Communists, the latter had to play the
part of the political coolies of the Kuomintang,
which was admitted to the Third International as a
“sympuathizing party”. On March 21, 1937 the work-
ers of Shanghat drove out the garrison — five days
laler Chiang Kail-Shek made his glorious entry. Stal-
in who, on April 5, 1927, iad $old the Russian party
leaders that Chiang commanded the army and could
not do otherwise than lead it against the imperial-
1ats, saw himself belied a week later when the same
Chiang destroyed in Shanghai the mass movement
virich had placed the power in his hands, On April
21, 1927 Stalin maintained in the “Pravda” that the
revolutionary Kuemintang was waging a decisive
battle in Wuhan against militarism and imperialism.
A month later, according to Harold R. Isaacs in
an article in “The New Leader”™ (Britain)  of May
22nd, 1926, workers and peasanis were mass-
acred in this provinee. On July 15 of the same year

Communism and the trade union movement were
forbidden, and a few weeks lafer the Wuhan gov-
ernment joined up with the government of Chiang
Kai-Shek in Nanking. Radek, who had warned Stal-
in of the danger threatening the workers from the
stde of Chiang®s machine guns, saw his views just-
ified; later Stalin's confidence in Wang Ching-wei,
head of the Huhan Government, was again put to
shame. Nevertheless Stalin had not yet learned his
lesson: now he backed up the Christian general
Feng Yu-shang, who soon fellowed the fooisteps
of Chiang. Tens of thousands of workers and peas-
ants killed, thousands in the prisons, the mass move-
ment of the workers and peasants suppressed, the
country completely in the power of the generals and
the Kuomintang -~ these were the resulls of the
Stalinist policy in China, a result which was fore-
seen by the opposition, among others by Trotzky.

“The power of the Kuomintang” - wrote Is.
aaes — “whick was the result of the united front..
has now lasted nine years. Nine years of
4 merciless reign of terror against workers and
peasants... of uninterrupted capitulation to imper-
inlism. Neverthless at present the Comintern has
hastily and without lecking back again returned
to the same course which led in 1927 te this most
monstrous ecatastrophe of our times: the destruct-
ion of a powerful revolutienary mass movement, not
by a stronger enemy, recognized as such, bui by
forces which this movement had learned to regard
ag its leaders.

“The ‘anti-imperialist united front’ is being in-
fused with new life, AH the old opportunisiie
phrases and slogans, hastily buried on the day after
the catastrophe, are being unearthed from the past
ang polished up for renewed use. The lessons of
the evenla.. are allowed to remain carefully buried
with the victims”,

The present rulers of Russia have no longer
the task of learning revolutionary lessons: for them
peoples and movements are pawns on the chess-
board of international politics, and they are staked
and sacrificed aecording as the interests of the Russ-
ian state, that is to say the interests of the cligue
ruling there, demand it. Regarded from a revelution-
ary socialist viewpoint, the Soviet Unijon turns out
1¢ be a more datgerous enemy of the laboring class
and of all fighters against political, economic and
intellectual oppression, than the national-soccialist
and fascist states, because the latler are at least
clearly recognized as such, and BEussia, on the other
hand, is still glorified by many as a guiding-star,
A guiding-star she is indeed — a guiding-star to
the mass grave. 1A C

JOIN THE VANGUARD GROUP

While the lbertarian movement has many syme
pathizers whose cooperation is a valuable asset to the
cause, we are sorely in need of active workers who are
willing to share the responsibility of our tasks. Any
comrade who would like to cooperate in the work of
the Vanguard Group should write to us at 45 West
F7th 8t, N Y. or visit us at our hall any evening 22
Waeast {7th S, N. Y. Comrades outside of New York
can write us for information about groups in their lo-
cality.




Regarding Trotsky

" our last issue provoked (uite a flurry of com-
ment. People actually troubled to write {0 us or get
in touch with us at the office, It appeared that ew
erybody (everybody, that is, with the exception of
Leon Trotsky and his ordained ministers in Amer-
ica) had a word or two, or & volume or two, ic say
about ottr “Open Letter”,

All the comments had one thing in common. .. .
their pungency. Apparently you feel STRONGLY
a‘gm;;; Leon Trotsky (pro or con) or you don’t feel
at all,

The comments can be divided roughly inio three

classes: Class I: {who have our undying gratit-
ude} thought that it was a perfect gem of an open
letter and the best writing sinece Dante and if only
they lived cloger than "Frisco or Denver they would
blew the Editorial Board to a2 whopping big dinner
and wouldn’t we please write more of the same.
Class 11 chose the middle of the read and although
they liked the piece, this was hardly the time or the
place {o write it and wasr’t Stalin the grealer dan-
ger and shouldn't we concentrate all our energy on
attacking the self professed leader of the world pro-
letariat.
_ Class I11: minced no words, Not enly was the art-
icie hisforically incorrect in every detail but it was
written in a tone that reeked with malice and was
I not a stooge of the Thirg International attacking
Trotsky via the cireuitous route of the First In-
ternational and would we please go to Hell but first
cancel their subseriptions.

Class | is easily answered: Thanks, Comrades
and if you ever come to New York drop in and tell
us what excellent fellows we are because by that
time our present popularity (sic} will have worn
off and having had 2 taste of fame we shall be doub-
I¥ lonely in our accustomed neglected state.

Class il, the middle-of-the-roaders, have a very
wealk position indeed, for if you onee grant the cor-
rectness of our accusations against Trotsky it should
beﬁa comparalively easy matter to convince you that
this is the best of all possible times to remind Trot-
sky thai the gangster-Socialism that econtrols one
sixt‘h of the world’s surface is not the product of
an immacuiate conception. s role was mapped out
fer‘it in 1917 and Trotsky was godfather at the
christening. Now, should such an article appear in
the Vanguard? Where else.... if you please. We
beﬁeve in a number of ridiculous abstract principles
Z_lke frecdom, equality, revolutionary morality, just-
ice, ete. The Marxists assure ns that this is due {2
the patty-bourgeois origins of Anarchisni. Regard.
logs of the cause, the disease is there , and only we
have the right to attack a man who builds his Hfe
and political doctrines on amerality and expedien.
cy. Comrades of Class IL negate yourselves, and
cither jump back one ¢lass or forward into the ranks
o:f the forthright antagonists of our open letter.
Your present position lacks logic.

e open letter fo Leon Trotsky which appeared in
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The weightiest and most cutspoken communica-
tiens came from our Class IIL They were almost
shanimous in assuring me that what I knew about
history could be conveniently pilaced in the corner
of one eye. But when it came to pointing out exact
mistakes not one could take issue with any of my
statements except that section which freated of
Trotsky and his role at Brest-Litovsk. The way I
fashioned my remarks about Trotsky at Brest-Lit-
ovsk was unfortunate, T neglected to mention that
Troteky, on principle, had fought bitterly against
signing the Treaty and for this omission I owe him
an apology. His eventual disregard of his principles
and his capilulation to the wishes of his political
hoss, Lenin, is to my mwind almost as base a deed.
However, for the sake af accuracy and fairness be
informed that Trotsky abstained from voting a-
gainst the Treaty although his better judgement told
hiin it was a betrayal,

Then there was much ado about the fone of
the article. Many of my own comrades felt that
it was a bif too strong. Apparently I am at odds
with the majority of Anarchist opinion in America
in my attitode toward Trotsky. Anarchists have
alwavs been in the forefront in the fight for the
rights of political asylum and fair trial and sever-
al Anarchists may be found in the American Com-
mittee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky. 1 wonder
what their aitilude would be if Stalin, Hitler or
Mussolini were to be deposed and as political re-
fugees come seeking asylum? Apparently the line
must be drawn somewhere.... and I draw it at
teon Trotsky! For the part he played in detouring
the Russian revolhuiion; for my comrades who died
in Kronstadt; for the thousandg of beautiful men
and women he condemned to a living death in Russ-
an prisons.... I reserve the right to detest Leon
Trotsky. Ht would be langhable for me te demand
that he be given shelter or a trial.t If some of this
bitterness crept into my open letier, aithough 1
strove for a maximum of objectivity, I would not
be greatly surprised; nor will I make excuses for it!

Am T a stooge of the Third Irernational? In
regard to this matier a gentlemen whose brilliance
1 admire and whose ethics 1 distrust called me in
te see him to tell me how rotien he thought the
article was, I listened, faintly amused, to his crit-
icism until he assured me that the Stalinists were
buying up copies of the Vanguard and seading them
to peopie whose faith in Trotsky ihey wanted to
shatter, ‘The thought of this horrible possibility
brought me up shert and had me in a state of jit-
ters for days. That my article should be used as am-
munition for Stalinist activities caused me more real
distress than T have felt in years. After checking up
I found that my informant was quite correct, A
small number of copies had been purchased by Stal-
inite zealots and mailed out to people whom they
suspacted were in danger of being biften by the
Trotsky bug. Such an act is so typical of the great



Communist rank and file, the imbecileg for whom
Stalin i3 the Lord and Troisky the current Anti-
christ, that it should occasion little surprise. The
world is & very simple place to live in for these
nitwits. ... it is divided into two hemispheres, one
half occupied by these whe defend bourgeols dem-
ocracy and the Soviet Union and the other half com-
posed of Trotskyites who spend their lives in plot-
ting bow io dispose of Comrade Stalin, Earl Brow-
der, Israel Amier and proceed o the nationalization
of Gurley Flynn. Starting with this simple premise
it follows that anyone who tukes issue with Loon
Trotsky must in one way or ancther be in the em-
ploy of Joe Stalin. Hence their glee about the open
letter, One could hardly expeet them to read the
latter (illderacy among the C. P. adherents must
be ai aboutl the same level as among Kentucky hill-
billies). Stalinites read only what is prescribad by
their beloved leaders. Let us ouly hope that those
{o whom they sent copley of the Vanguard will really
read the letber, for if they possess the intelligence
of the average grammar school tot they must real-
ize that the letter is not only & condemnation of
Trotsky and his principles but is also a damning
document againsi Stalin who is a caricature made
up of all Troisky’s worst faulis, with a number of
grueesome additvens of his own invention f{such as
sheoting all one’s lifetime comrades in respsct for
the ancient dictum *“there is only one c¢rown bui
it would fit many heads”’} at the same time lacking
the saving grace of Troteky's amazing intellect,
To those who complained that my criticism ap-
plied only to the Trotsky of twoe decades ago and
that the present-day Trotuky had lived and learned
by hiz experience | recommend a perusal of the
testimony of the recent commission of inquirv in
Mexico. The sections that interest us are not those

that deal with his refutation of Stalin’s puerile ac-
eusalions; no reasoning human being who knows
what Troteky stands for believes him to be in league
with Japanese and German Fagcism to relurn the
old, less subtle form of exploitation to the Soviet
Usion.t To belicve that sort of thing one has to be
the {vpe of person who would send out copies of
the Venguard hoping to convert the consignees to
Stalinism. Bui his statements still reveal the old
opportunist Belshevik: it appears that for Trotsky
the Soviet Union is still a “Worker's Republie”,
he advises in case of war that the workers of the
world take up arms in its defense; if given the op-
portunity he would ¢ollaborate with Joseph the First
in governing the Russian workers {he has no quar-
rel with personalities, you see), the good old dietal-
orship of the proletariat is sLill dear to his heari, ete,

Sorry we had {0 bz so rude to Trotsky, and
sorry indeed are we thal se many took offense. it
has never been our polioy to compromise with truth
to win & friend or to lose an enemy,

Trotskv would be amused to know that Anar-
chists in droves vose to his defense, and not one of
kis followers had the guts to attempt to answer owy
accusation although they were Invited to do 50 as

individuals and as a group.
DAVID LAWRENCE

I oI5 not to defend Yrotdhy's opportuanist Bolshevism thut
moat Anarchists foavor msylum for himm and an bmpartial
inquiry Into the Moscow trizls Procisely noecayse Studin's
charges are not true and do not reveind {he reial noaties
&f DBolghevizm, hecnuse we want to shod as much light as
pogsinle on the trath regarding the Russlan rovolution, we
desire to bring all availabie faets into the open. On the
qguestion of asyhun to politica] refugeas the editorial hosrd
of Vangnard is in sgrecnont wifth “tha majority of Anar-
chigst opinienr" in differing with ecomrads Lowrenee. B
ngr,

Rise of the C.I.O.

n the heels of an almest devastating cconomic cri-
sis that shook American capitalism came a ser-
ies of popular political movements — the symptoms
of disiniegrating forces in capitalism, These new
movements, some of them foreshadowing possible
futnre developmenis, have by now elther found re-
fi_lge in the New Deal of Boosevelt or have heen
disintegrated by his “new capitalism”. Though the
President’s policies have brought a sort of tempor-
ary stability, a sharp cleavage has come about be-
tween the proponents of the old rugged individuals
ism and the muddled New Dealers of State Capit-
alism.
_ Our trade tmion movement has naburally dive
ided along the same lines. The leaders have be-
come pariisuns of the old against the naw, the new
against the old, The A, F. of L. represents the old
deal in capitalism; the Committee for Industrial
Organization personifies the New Deul,
The breaking up of the old capitalist economy

h}a; served fo ruiy the farmers, small capitalists and
siilled workers, These groups were formerly its
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ma'n base of soeial stabiliy, A deeaying capial-
ism muost face the problems germune to decay -
economic and political probiems of widespread unp-
enployment, of fieods and dunst-bowls in regions
where great natnral resources once existed and the
constant shifting of masses and institutions in pur-
suit of some adjustment. And these problems ¢an be
handled neither by individvals nor by individual
corporations, The state alone can hopa to cope with
them and only at the coat ¢f throwing the entire
nation behind prearranged plans and dietatorial
authorily. The problems which in the upward c¢limb
of capitalism were solved “antomatically”, in spite
of individual bucaneering capitalisis, ¢an now only
ba made move difficult by these people.

The CLO. has its rosson for existence fn the
fact that a Iabor organization is nesded which may
beo used for theze new purposes, that is, for the pue
poses of the “now” capitalism, Accordingly, to e
derstand the C.1O., oue must understand the “New
Deal” and conversely, the “New Deal” cannot he
grasped without poreelving the alldmportant rols
of the C.1.O.



o And when the “New” capitalism is spoken of,
1.4: ig not meant thai ii has fundamentally changed
its characteristics as s system. The old landmarks
of the capitalist mode of production continue to
exis%: on the basis of wage-labor , the essential eco-
nemie characteristic of capitalisimn. The market and
money exist for purposes of realization of profit
and distribution. By the “New” capitalism can be
meant nothing but the superstructural manipula-
tions of capitalism for the purpose of defending iis
hase from which profifs and private property arise
Bepause they are indispensable for the purposes of
priming the road to State Capitalism, the New Deal
h.as sponsored, besides ihe C.1.O.,, mass organiza-
tions among the farmers and middle classes,

The economies of State Capitalism is pretiy
generaﬂy known, It consists in government regula-
tion of wages, prices, working heours, of “social
security” legislation und monetary manipulation.
These features of state control are present, in more
or less pronounced form, in ull countries affected
by the crisis. They were and are at the root of all
New Deul measures, past and present.

The New Deal intreduced ifs program in the
best possible light, scon winning over labor, the
farmers and large sections of the professionals. Con.
cesslons were given to the masses, prices pegged for
the farmers und middle class; cash and work relief
extended to the unemployed — even wage increnses
to the workers came with paternal good wishes to
organize to their hearts’ content, Then came the de-
flatien of the dollar, the maszez {aking the brunt
of taxation via the coutinual rise in the cost of liv-
ing. A Supreme Court decision wiped out the reg-
alatory clauses of the N.R.A,, ete., all of which fac-
ters were in neo small measure responsible for the
present strike wave, This social discontent is util
ized by Roosevelt to push the New Deal anew. The
stage is rapidly appreaching when the government
will be suprome and absolute arbiter in matters of
wage settlements, hours, and working conditions. In
short, all those economdic matters thut essentially
coucern the workers, and wlhich eapitalism had per-
mitfed the old unions o regulate more or less, are
now e be directed by the governmeni, The spe-
cific role of the C.LO. in collaborating with the
government to achieve this aim, is to spzed np the
mobitizalion of the masses in basic mmdustry for
controlied mass pressure in order to effect these
changes,

The aim of the C.1.0. leaders Is o get an ex-
panded, well implemented und regimenting N.R.A.,
in the cperation of which the new unisn bureau-
eracy will be the Important und well paid servants
of the new capitalism. Then, the colloctive capital-
ist, the government, is pietured all hearts and flow-
ers, while {hie individual capitalist is the economie
royalist, the bourbon, the Jolly Rogers sgainst
wihom the spirit of our revolutionary forefathers
Jon in a new erusade,

How hot this fight between the old and the
“New” has become muy be glimpsed in the utiliza-
tion of the sit-down by the labor “New Dealers”, agd
Roosevelt’s benevolent impartiality toward them.
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Actually it would not make much difference if they
did mot sanction the sit-down strike. The workers
will not let go, They cannot revoke this method of
striking, This strategy, it is noteworthy, of all new
developments in recent years, promises to be as
much of a fighting instrument on the part of labor
as the system of state capitalism is for the capital-
ist,

"o be sure both the New Deal and the sit-down

teenique are stil embryonie. Unless war precipitales

the rapid development of each, they may take some
time before reaching maturity, But already percep-
tible forees reach out of the class struggle and tell
history to move on.

The sit-down I8 a product of desperate resist-
ance against exeruciating economic pressure. How
well it fits into the armory of proletarian class in.
struments is seen by the its rapid spread from one
country io anothier. The sil-down is bound to take
much of the power that was presumed fo reside with
the union bureaucracy and place it with the mass
of workers. It may be 2aild also that before long
the workers will recognize that whai appeared as
the ecomomic fortress of tlie capitalists is in fact
vulnerable. The workers will contemplate their tem-
porary possession of the means of production and
hunger, literal and figurative, will whet their ap-
petite for these means. Nor can the realization of
their econcmic strength fail to add to their political
weight and conseiousness. This method of easy self-
mobilization will bring the workers in regimented
capitalist countries likewise into motion And logic
cannol work against this proposition that if the
workers are atlacked they will use whatever arms
are obininable for self-defense. Hiforts fo coordin-
ate such a dofense must necessarily follow.

Even if the first cannonade of the automobile
sit-down was not fully successful the indices, neveyr-
theless, are thal the “Old Dealers” will be driven
under the “New Deulers’ ™ roof for protection, This
must be especially so in the camp of labor. The C.
1.0, will swallow the A, F, of L. in one fora or an-
other,

The approval of the Wagner Act by the hard-
boiled reactionaries of the U8 Supreme Court,
formaliv registers Old Deal capifalism as capitulai-
ing to the New Desl This surrender was already
foreshadowed by the settloments made belween the
1.0, and the steel and automobile trusts, It took
an unprecedented crisis and two strike waves for
the cconomie royalisis t¢ see the wisdom of Rrose-
velt’s New Deal. From now on the oid dealers may
be expected to fight only rear guard eugazements
until such time as they find their bearings in the
new set-up.

Hoosevelt will get his Court plan in substance
if net in detail and regimentation via “democrab-
ie” methods. The social landscape of capitalism is
seheduled for far-reaching changes. The establish-
ment of the new sct-up delayed for the past three
vears, ¢an now leok forward to an ephemeral per-
manency, The trade and indusirial unions, the farm
oreanizations, ete., can be expeeied to grow and so
will the organizations of the middle classes, new
anyd old, with big capital presiding. The new balance



of class forces is already fairly discernible but it
is to be fully revealed by the new amalgams. Right
now, even when the liberal phasc of the New Desl
still rolls on, the reaction in the offing makes it~
self felt, John L. Lewis speaks of “cocling off” or
taming the malcontents and of putting them oul of
hisg C.1.0, unions,

As reaction conselidates on the New Deal basis
its first drive will be the attainment of social peace.
Acceptance of the New Deal by the dissenling cap-
italists is a preveguisite for the imposition of such
a “peace” upon the masses. The mouniing budgel-
ary deficit of federal, state and municipal govern-
ments, the nearness of the next erisis either in the
form of war c¢r anoiier esonomic erash, reguires
& solid united front azainst the masses. 1% i3 sucks
mabiy that the N.D. and its C.1.0. are heading for
in this early day of their history.

The heat thal was gensrated by the fight be-
{ween the capitalists arcund the sit-down strike
showed the persistence of the trends towards siate
capitalism. The New Dealers condoned and even
encouraged the workers fo fight. The 0ld Dealers
hiad eventually t2 give in.

The fight between the ecapilalists is nov yet
commpletely over, There are fo2 many coaflcting
saxtional  tnterests for thal. The question as to
whether the N.D, should be applied to the vight or to
the left will keep the fires burning. Various fae-
tions will fight for the control of the N.D. and its
enormous powaers. The stray uncontrolled votes in
the unions are likely to be reduced as a result of
the very powar of the organization and the powar-
psychology it will create. The United Mine Workers
and the Amrigamated Clothing Workers have heen
preeursors of such power. Nafurally such robot type
of unions are best established witheut a fight and
by agreement between the corporation and the union
burezucracy. This keeps the unions mushy and de-
pendent on the two tops, the union leaders and the
corporation leaders.

Such a combination can keep the masses down
for some {ime even with heavy economie pressure
against them, This might well be done under “dem-
ceratic” conditions. Bul democracy cannot survive
for very long. The conflict which accurnulates un-
der the lid must break forth,

Capitalism may repeat its past actions by fur-
ther morigaging its future and by squeezing this
oy that class through taxation but the final account-
ing between the two major classes in sociely can-
not be postpened indefinitely.

The approval of the Wagner Act by the U8,
Supreme Court and the further approval of similar
measures fo come, introduces the union eard as &
component part of the open shop; gives collective
bargaining, eic., ete. But such measures will not
give the masses the one thing they need: economic
well-being and seenrity, That cannot be arranged
from the top; it must come by class eonflict from
the bottom, for the masses are the fountain from
vwikich all progress flows.

JOSEPH ZACK

Communists and the Marine Unions

(Ed, note: The fallure of the T8 government to reglment
marine labor through the Contisuous IMscharge Rook sys-
tem I8 to be eredited to mllitant spirit of the class-conscious
elements among our seamen, especially ihe Hailors Unjon
of the Pacific (BILP} Independent union expelled several
¥yeurs ago from the A, 1N of . for strike aections nof ap-
proved by the bureaueracy. The follewing is part of & let-
ter sent ug by & Seaman who is in the thick of K The Yan-
guard invites correspondernce from woerliers on traode-union
problems and developments)

Mr, Weaver, Director of the Bureay of Marine inspectlon

and Navigation, commenting upon the Copeland Con-
tinuous Discharge Book, kunown as fhe Fink Book among
the seamen, sajid: "To meet the situation which has recent-
Iy Lecome alarming” — referring to “radicalisym” In the
industry - “the Continuous Discharge Bool was designed”.

Itight off the reel, the Communist Party fell for that
megaure. Bowas s0 much Hie the Communist IParty to fall
for 4 thing like that. Through their fractions and openiy, they
were feiling the soamen o zcvept Ib and everyithing was
running smoothly. Many searten were accepling it and wore
not any the wiser. And then unexpectedly the TWW and the
S had to come out, denounee the Pink Book and ox-
pose it oas & blacklist systemn. 1t was essy work, The aeamen
tool to the BT and IWW argument with facility and now,
anypody with a Book s a Fink and the Communist Party,
because it advocated it, i a party of Finks and the walers
front red eireles Lave developed a theory that the American
Ligtghovicks are the atooges of Roosevelit. On the waterfront
the Communist Party is on the gpot. 8¢ what can they do?
How exn thoey rlght themseives with tho rmarine workers?
Liridges §s comparatively dseredited: at Ieast he doesn't
draw much water on fhe West Coast any longer, and Le
can't do anviling., And =0 long as the Saiior's Union of the
Tacifie stands as 14 I apart from the vest of the A 10 of
1. marvine unions, the Communicis canpot go abead wibh
their messures, wilich kave even roused the derision of the
ald Hne 180 and LA bureaucrats

“Fhe SUD militancy and the syndicalist ideas must be
sauifed out, comrades, Lundberg, Mayes and the rest nrust
e discredited, and we ean do that oniy with the slogan of
TNEFY' e Bring the SUP back inte the IBU by branding
therm as ‘union splitters’, ‘enemnies of the weorking class’, ‘the
sliles of the shipowners”, And that's cxactly what Jurran
and Simpsor are palining off. The siimy line shown by the
foHowing couple of Hnes from & letter censcring Lundberg.
¥ & Philadelphiz rat, & radio oporator and chairman of
tho Istriet Couneil, Mr. Sort Barrow: “Onward, onward,
onward to a Notional Maritime Federstion. ... but ploase
Brother Lundberg don't obstroct™.

But this war fsn't eonfined to slander, That's only the
surfoee of it Communisis are, ander cover, everyday being
ahippod o the Weat Const. The West Coust iz notlfied he-
forekand who they are, and zeme of therm as soon as thoey
et off the gangway are belng dumped and deprived of their
rights as unioen men; with such meoasuares as fining them
a thoupand dollars o guspensions of 0% yeard, And {¢ counter
the eonumunist influx, East Corst 1WW are being shipped
alze. S0 theroe Is s owar o the waterfrenis now, far more
fmporiant than the latest LM girike or the inter-union pre-
election syuabbles. (s festered by & gang of aaplring Come-
mauanist-led upstart trade unton burebucrats, who don't seem
to nDave any regard 2t all for labor principles, against a
sarh of syndicallan, the rosuld of years of the PW'W agitatlion,
and the rilitants thot represent it. And, forfanately, it i
that very thing which oxposes the Ipefficiency of American
synidicalisn:. (Clontinued on bBacl ooves)
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The State and Classes in the U.S.S.R.

Ed. Note: The following is a condensgation of sec-
tiong from M, Yvor's book, *What Has Become of
the Russian Revolution”. The author is8 ¢ French
worker who spent eleven years in Soviet Russia,
not as 4 agent of the Comintern or the Profintern,
but as an ovdinary worker in afl parts of Kussia.
His book contains @ wealth of factunl material on
the life of Soviet workers as well ¢s on the workings
of the government, Yvon refurned o France in
1934, so that some of the following puragraphs
refer to conditions that exigted prior to the adop-
tion of the new consifution. Bul one may be guite
sure, judging by the way the nsw “democratic”
constitution was go undemocratically thrust upon
the people, that the wmanner of elections, burean-
eracy, party organization, ete., remains, in effect,
exacily as before.

Just a8 in eapiiallst goetety there lg an unseen reasl powsr,

that of the financicrs and industrialists, so in the (LAS
R, there is the reoal as well as the offielal power. But when
Ong HAYS poweyr, one must sise speak of classes. And there
arg elagses in Bussia. But first lot us examine the officiat,
the fictitious power, then the real, and finably thie clusses

A tentative soeisd organizistion by the workers thein-
aseives exiated for the first time in the Parls Comniune of
18371, Distriet Organizations, cernmittecs composed of work-
ora i arms, elected their officers and undertpok to ereate
& workers miitla, They were the first ssviets 'Phese spon-
tapneous popular organizations eame to iife apain in Hussiz
in 18056 aud then again io 1917 when they ssized all pow-
er, In 1917 the Russtan soviets included ail tendencies in
the workers moveinent, from Bocigl-Democratie to Anprchist
But the goviets of this  revolntienary peried disappesred
quickly, The soviets which the Freneh workers demongtra-
tions urge "everywhore” (Soviets Partout!} do not actnolly
exist. What earries that name in Rusala are srganizsms which
offtelaily are the source of all power, but which reatly wietd
tess than Jdo the Municipat Counclls in Frapee.

The power of the sovicts iy 8 comedy, as are the Soviet
elections. 'The same specehes are retalied all over during the
uampatet by the government Fleeitons are held in the fae-
tory auditortums where “those who are opposed”’ to the party
vangidates are ashed to ralse thelr hands. Thus opanimous
elections are everywhere reeorded. Tn the same manner the
Boviet Congress 'elects” to the Central Breentive Committoe
about 840 peopie frowm whoni a presidinm of 20 {8 nawmed.
These &8 and the vartons peoples coinmussars -are charged
with the legisiative as well 08 sxceutive power,

¢ THE BUREAUCRACY

The guperior anthority in Russia exercizes Hy power by
means of 4 bureaueraey, not elected, but administratively so-
teeted. This bureaucraey s therefore responginte to the eleets
ord in ng degree whatsoever, The display of soviet delegates
s solely to provide the democratie Hinston, for the true sov-
tet prineipte catls for power from below, RBut in the present
Hussian system the power of those superior organs is ahe
solute Hach taw, each decree, every declsion of the burean-
eracy does mot come from the masses, does nol need the
approvat of the Central Execoutive Cominittee or of the Sov-
fet Congress, They come into effect fmredistely and witi bhe,
perhaps two or three years afterwardy, approved autommatic
aity, en bioe, by the proper official authority when it hap
pena to moet,
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o THE REAL POWER

The mogt important organization in Russia s the Com-
munist Party - called the “Party” for short, I consists
of 1,504,000 te 2.040,500 active members out of a total pop-
ulation of 17% millions The old bolsheviks of revolutionary
days are few in numinber and they play & simpie rolo g hone
orary mambers provided with sinesures. The youth compose,
since 1924, the uiajority of the party — sotdiers who ohey
without & murmer. The great inajerity is composed of work-
erd, oy former workers, but the ehlefs, today a8 herstoforey,
are intetlectunls, Whether by aceidsui or not, the party is
the fmuage, greatly reduced, of soviet soctely as a whole, One
part e the initiated, the chiefs, the possessors of Hoase,
Bcisnce apd Pewer; the other part — rvegular troops, stthe
migsive to a strict diseipline.

Just as the soviet power is pyramided, so Hkewise ia
the puarty, At the workshop thers is the communist cell with
g secretary. One step ahead iz the village eoinniittes which
directs the work of the celiz in Hts foeality; then the re-
gional committes of the Hepublic; above that yet is the Cen-
trat Comoiittee apnd finatly the Political Bureau 'fhese are
tha varions organisms which wield the effective power. the
real power, ki the wartous ioeatities and under cover of a
corresponding officlsd soviet organization, Al thiz iz hased
on an hierarchical system.  One may be pamed only by a
superior body and net eleeted by a Iower body to a higher,
In alt eases, seeretaries, whe are the lmportant clements
iu cuch of these ceminittess are "prepeosed” Ly a higher
body.

® THE NEW CLASSES

The foltowing classes can be dstingulshed in Russia:
1% 'I'he mannal worker, industrisl or agricuitural
2y ‘The white collar employee.
3) The specialist, the responsible and high functionary.
1) The fietd woriker is alse s salaried employee or is
rapidly becowring ene. The tand does net belong te hiw
he slogan of "iand o the Peassants” hay olinuged to lang,
as well as the Pactaries, to the state, He works on 4 piect
work Lssis hke the {ndustring worker What fornerly was
niost detestablie in the foctory, now cxlsts in the field, There
are the "noerms” to be achieved at any cost, the penaities for
bad work, the tosses, the taek of respect for the chiefs
e inborers of the fiseld apd the wvillsge are the
reat serfs. Thelr tives are miserable, food clogely measured,
they have no freedomnr of setion, of speeeh, nor can they
go where they please
2} As o whole, the white ecilar clerks econstituls an in-
termediary class of people whe are part of tha reglme,
privileged a5 compayed to other workers, Theyr act as
butfers between the state, for which they do the basest
work of the hurcaueracy, and the workers whom they direct.
ey are the bureayersts who transmit the orders from
apove. Threngh their wickets they distribate the cards for
food which give a worker hiz rights to the stender rations
permitted. They band down the norms, set them, and koed
a tookout for workers who do not show proper rospect far
tiie stiate. These eterks wre detested by the workers who see
thermr as pon-producers, innimerabie and &3 a eonstant per-
sonification of parasitissn in the regime It la agalnst them
that the workers hold grevinness, for they ard seen daily
white the real masters are as invisible as they are in capital-
tst countries, The chiefs ¢leveriy escape the hate of the
masses, for when one hearg of the fauita of the bureaucraey,
ity errors, it8 nonchatance, 1t i3 the clerks who are biamed.
And in sueh & planned soviet soclety the extent of this



cigay 18 naimaginable. Out of 21,088,040 workera (not eount-
ing peasants) there are #,008,000 of these cierka!

3) There are In Hussia a great wvarlety of speclalists,
Besldes enginecra, srehltects, doctors, offlcers, ete, & new
type of speeialist has been ereated by the new regime, These
are the agitators, the organizers ¢f the masses, the siate
writers, the propagandizers of the lIatest line, in a word,
the "engineers of the soul” The planning economisis are
alze a new type of spocialists

*'he responsible spesialisia have charge of Important
warks: &5 direstors of factaries, managerd of large estaidigh-
wienis, meagistrates, high offleers, editers of newspapers,
heads of syndieates, of soviets, ete, They are recruited from
ameong the younger elements, thoge whoe are the products
of the Stalipist reglme. They are full of encrgy and develop
a spirlt of deeision that would make them the envy of
Agnerteans bhusiness men.

The olass struggle gees ond

M. YVYON

From LW.W. to G.P.U

WILLIAM L. FPOSTER. - Frame Breyan to Stk International
"ildishers, New Yerk, 1937,

When a man aficr a nimber of years Iin the radieal
movenent loses his enthusiasm he has several roads open
to him. He miay withdraw into the limited c¢lrele of his fami-
Hy life, e may use what cnergy he has still left for making
nroney and achleving hiz "individual cmancipation”. He may
drown his disappointments In lguor. Or he may sell his
aceumnulated exporlence to the cnemy by becorning & stos
pigeon. The Russlan Revolution has opemcd stitl another
avenue of escipe which, &t bottom, s & comdinatlon of all
the aferementioned patierns of 1%e of & tired and retired
revolutionist: ¥ntering the serviges of the Communist Party
and thas bersining a pensioner of one of the richest and
most powerful governments of the world,

In his shelch of William Foster's carveor, published aes.
critl years age, the presept wreiter teied to apread the cloak
of Christlan forgiveness upon thly ex-rebel's evolution., He
cven rezerved him a place in the fature Pantheon of Amer.
iean working clazs heros "in spite of his failings, weak-
negses and ineonsisteacies’’. Foster's early ¢viipse as the
Yeader of the Aitorican Communist Party and the many bu.
miiliutiong e had to wnderge at that tisie had inspired that
eharitable attitude on my part. 1 “autobiography” hay con-
vineed me, bowever, that 1 was wasting my efforis. For tlhe
Boolk sliows that Foster Das always been worthy of his pree
sent asgociation.

Tiiere fs o dexyving that Foster's eritlclsm of 1, W. W.
Gkl unionism is largely correct. The “'boving from within
tastles” was more appropriate In every respoct, However,
there wak also mueh truthh in the objection of the "wobblies”
thuat once you start "boring™ within the A. I 1. there are
weore clinpees of voursid? becoming centaminated with tho
spivlt of the organleation yon have gene out to eonguer.
To witich, in turn, ote could reply that had the 1. W, W.
attained its alm of orgenizing the yuilllons of unskilled wericy
ers, it woid lave eventually beceme & sort of CLGL —
with the sumie reformist petentialltics. There seemd to be
uo way ot from this ditemma.,.,

iYoater I8 new a member of the Communlst buyrezueracy,
and 0 he has to write his biegraphy str..tly in accordance
with the ruien establizhed by his supertors In the present
Russian State Chureh. One of these rules demands that one's
non-confompist past should Le deelared reformist, uwtopian,
counter-revelutionary. And so Foster repeata the old story
af the "feided-arme-general.sirike” conceptien held by ths
syRdicalirty, Iven though he knows better than anybody clae

that this childish "theory" was only & psasing phase of the
infantile period of syndicallsm,

He is sompewhat uncomfortable In dealing with his attitude
during the War. e denies he wasa gclling Liberty bounds,
though It 18 a matter of commen knowledge 0 all contom-
porariea. Now, having been pro-Ally or pro-German during
the War does not exactly dlsgrade a man forever. Paier Kro-
potkin hay remained the foremeost revolutionary gentleman
of all fimies in spite of his war time cnthusiasm,; and the
fact tiiat Max Nettlau, the famous anarchist historian, sided
with the Central Powers, had not made him a political leper
avoided by all true revolutionists., Hut Fester, {wenty yeary
after all this sadness, not only admiis the i{ncorrectness of
his attitude then, but tries, o true SBtallpist fashlon, to find
4 seapegoat for his sing — by placing all the bLiame upon
his “false syndicalist cenceptions”, even though 2t that time
e had Leen as much remote from “syndicalism”, as an A
¥, 1. or G P U, bureaverat is from the working class at
large.

The book contalns nothing about the faetipnal strug-
gleg within the American Communist Party, which played
such an lmportant part in the last fifteen years of Lis iife.
At prosent all of this dirt weould not have been gosd pro-
pagands — and the 350 pages of the book are nothing but
arthodox comimuanist preaching, The Moscow party lne —
ever since IRussa's conguegt by Stalln — having always been
right, 17ester endeoryca without a word of erlticdam all the
abrupt clianges of policy — even the instructions demanding
the foundation of dosl unions 1o the Linited Btates - an
fdea which had always been abhorrent to hisn.

e reador who has the tenaelty to stick 1t out to the
end will e rewarded by occnsional {lashes of involuntary
Buntor, Nester MaLlhno, one of the greatest leroes of the
Hussian Revolintion, 8 ealled a “bandit”. I.eon 'Diofmioy iu
an “assassin’ apnd "renegade” - in a book that purports to
Be "history” and pot miere Rilingsgate of the Dally Warker
and New Masses {ype. Norman Thomas' intellect s depre
cittod beesuse he liag remained “almost untouehoed™” by the
“Gasic theoretleal work of Lenin and Stafin!” In his desire
to show off his erudition Foster telly us (on p 48) that he
“read widely ln Pellontier. Griffuelics Pouget, Home Horch
Bergson and many ather syndicallst writers”. Horve, now
& Fascist, and then a sort of DRianguist sear-Bolshevik, was
of course pever a Syndiesiist: and azs Bergson's name was
aften mentloned Ik seme of Sorel's writings sa Festsr
whie apparcinily spent ten riinntes on the aunthor of the Be-
flections on Violenoe - drow his extrenicly amusing and re-
vealing conelusionr about the fainous philosophery swvndicd-
R 19

Yet, after all Foster is neiller an ordinary chariotan ner
& common llckspittle of the G, . UL He is the official ohalp-
man and vanerable grand old man of & party which is golng
te emanecipate the American working class and whose power-
ful ramifications spread beth to such sterling "rellglouy
lsaders” (an expressien of the Daily Worker} as Fathen
tivine, and to the Park Avenue and Greopwich Village erowd
that iz anxious to do ordinary and litcrary busliess with the
greatest markiet of tlhie waorld,

MAX NOMAD

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW

In the Jue nnmber:

o Roberto « Hecent Developments in Fpila
» Yvorr - Wihat has become of the Tiossian
Fevolntion
s Maytow - Materlalism and Molophysios
» Other thnely articles

Price 15 cents Box 44 8fs, O, N, Y.
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! A STARTLING OFFER YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS!
%

Your choice of either of these outstanding novels with one year’s subscription for the Vangunrd at
the combined price of $2.50, plus 25 cents postage.

Phese newly-published books, recognized as two of the best novels of the year, sell for $2.50 alone!

Your choice -

¢ SEVEN RED SUNBDAYS by Ramén Sender wm
a story of the 1934 General Strike in Madrid by
one of Spain’s greatest anti-Fascist novelists.

€ BREAD AND WINE by Ilgnazio Silone «— a

vital novel of Fascist haly today by the greatest
falian novelist of this generation.

FROM OTHER CITIES

‘The ranks of the libertarian movement are stead.
ily growing throughout the country. Below are listed
activites of a few libertarian groups:

| Chicago - Free Society Group

Activities are under wey to make November 1,
the 5Gth Anniversary of the Haymarket Tragedy, a
nationwide affzir. Present plans include a mass meel-
ing in Chicago and the printing of lterature. The
Chicago Federation of Labor is lending #ts cooperation.

$1400 has been raised for comrades in Spain
through bazaars and theatre benefits,

W Philadelphia . Radical Library Branch 273

A series of English lectures is being conducted
by Dr. Barkas on social, pelitical and economic prob-
lems, The group is continuving its assistance of com-
rades in Spain and its support of Anarchist publicas
tions and a new English-speaking group is now being

formed.

R Toronto - Libertarian Group

In conjunction with the L W. W., a new youth
group has been formed.

A debate was recently held and won against the
Revolutionary Workers' League. It was presented be-
fore an enthusiastic audience of 760, Many new con.
tacts were made,

Publication of Berlman's “ABC of Aparchist-
Communism™ is being held up by the need for add-
itional funds. An urgent reguest is made for contri-
butions, Address: Dorothy Giesecke, Chine Drive,
Scarsboro Bluffs, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

M Mohegan, N. Y. « Under the auspices of the Uni-
ted Libertarian Organization the Mohegan com-
rades are running a series of lectures on "Fundamen-

tals of Anarchism™ for the youth. They are held every
Friday at 8:30 P.M. in the Mohegan School.

To the Nallan-speaking comreades:. A monthly period-
ical “IL SEME' i being published by some well. known
and active comrades, in the Italian languare, for the
parpose of reaching the workers wha are nnacquainted
with the libertarian movement, ¥t fills a gap long ex-
tsting in the ¥allan public. It s to be distributed as
a 4.page leafliet. 3¢ will be maded In packages of no
less than 10 coples, Write to: I SEME, 175 Fourth
Ave,, Brookiyn, N, Y.

Fill in the coupon belew today and meil to:
The Vanguard
45 West 17th Street
New York, N. Y,

I encloss 32.75% for which please send one year's
subscription for the Vanguard and a copy of
¢ 8even Red Bundeys - {  JBread and Wine,
(Please indieate preference.)

Nome

COMMUNISTS AND THE MARINE UNIONS
(Continued from page 13)

The marine wolrkers know what the PWW i and want
. But the TWW does 16t understand the meon. I mean it
doean't know how to do i With all the recoent dovelopments
and ity experienve, yet it keops on the old fine, pitting s
sl membership against large shd resourcerl organiza-

tions. SBhould the I'WW have disseived itg brancheas, right
from the start —— whan the LS eame back in the industry
- 3u1d put the mmembora inte the 3I8Y -~ by now the old

Hne offiviats and Cemraunists would have been kicked out
and the 1WW weould hace an industrial union made of an
eicmment which seema to be “born dissatisfied”, the seamoen:
and through that # could be able to expose the IO for
whuat i really o *Fhe IWW had ensugh and roore capable
men than the Communisis, to do it with,

A SEAMAYN

PROTEST THE ORDER OF DEPORTATION
FOR FERRERO AND SALLITTO!

Vincent Ferrero and Domenick Sallitto, residents
in the United States for 30 and 15 vears respectively,
have bheen ordered deported to Fascist Itoly for anti-
fascist activities in this country.

They are men of kigh moral character and clean
record. They were accused of no evert act, They were
given no public trial, Yet they are to be deported and
their probable fate is a iail sentence or faland com
finement, or secret death,

You can cancel the order of deportation againat
Ferrero and Sallitto. ¥ou can stop the drive of the De.
partment of Labor against the free expression of o
pinion.

Flood the Secretary of Labor with letters of pro.
test. She has the power to cancel the orders of de.
portation.

Join and support the Ferrero - Sallitto Defense
Conference, Ad.'ress correspondence and donations to
P. O. Box 181, Station D, New York City. ¢ ¢

Attend the lecture to he given by
DOMENICK SALLITTO
on “TYHE MENACE OF DEPORTATION"
Friday, June 4, af 8:30 P, M,

at VANGUARD HALL
22 West 17th Street New York City
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