


“WHOM THE GODS WOULD DESTROY...."

his old praverb has proved trme {n more than ene instance

tn human histery. It also applies most foreibly to the
political leaders of teday. They maintoain hat neutrality
to the heroic struggle of the Spanish masses will stave off
a mew world conflagration, Now it is only toe true that
pelitical leaders angd stategmen have seldom demonstrated
elear thinking when confronted with calamitens isswes. But,
in their attitude towards the struggle in Spain, the gods
seem: to have gone their job more deliberately than before.

Were it only a question uf a score of peliticians one
would have no cause for alarm. Unfortwnately they are at
the helm of atate. And their declsions motivated by utier
mental confusion as well as eriminal wiifulness will not
ouly not prevent sz new world carnage. They actually are
hastening the new holocaust whose flames are Hkely fo he
inore devasfating than the Iast.

One might grant the politicians some modicum of rea.
son: had they taken 2z neutral stand against beth contending
forces in the civil war in Spain It is the one.sidedness of
their attitade which makes one guestion both the sanity and
the integrity of the neutrality sposseors. Their stand is the
more Teprehensible becanse the Spanish masses are the
first to have risen against the Fascist foe whe has already
taken root in a large part of Europe and if not stopped,
will do so in the rest of the world, Verily the Gods grind
slowly but aurely.

Witler and his savage gang fonnd their inning in the
utter madmess of the so calied peace-treaty and their best
support in the criminal indiffevence on the part of ali gov-
ernments to his reign of terror. This and this alone gave
Nationsk Socialism time and impeius to perfect the deadly
military machine. Not only the Swastika but alse Hitler's
heavy boet is to be planied on the neck of Europe and Asia,
as they have been planted on the neck of the entire hapless
Gierman people.

Also, politicians never forget or learn anything. Else
they would realize that by their nestrality to the Spanish
defenders of Hherty they are rendering the Spanish Fascism
precisely the same service, they have given ta other Fa.
seist powers. They are deing more, they are helping to
create a Fformidable Faseist aliiunce, that, if successful,
would fetter the spirit of freedom for many decades.

Curiously encugh the loudest sponsors of neatrality pro-
claim, that demogracy must be maintained at all eosts. Yet,
they fail to see, that demoeracy never was in graver dan-
ger and that neutrality, if mainiained much lfonger, wilj stab
demoeraey in the back,

Does any intelligent man er women fmagine that the
two star Fascist lords are giving Franco and Mals such
generous supports in armaments and money out of lave
for them? Certainly they have been promised lucrative re
turss for the co-operation which is to enahle Spanish advent-
urers to drown the Spanish people in a sea of bieod. Hitler
and Mussolini, whose ambitions are se modest, want a mere
bagateHe. Just the largest part of the Meditorranean and
the Pyrences as their bhalwark and with their cannens di
rected on ¥Franee. This would of course put Hitler and Mus-
solind im a world key position,

Will France go back on ker gloricus revolutionary past
by her tacit comsent fo such designs? Wili England, with
centuries of liberal tradifion, acguieses tg such a degrading
gosition. And #f not, wiil that not mean a new world camn.
age?

Ie other wards, the very thing the prociaimers of new.
frality are koping to prevent, will ocenr. And only lack of
clear perception ear remain biind to its danger. Quite
snather thing would happen, if the anti-Fascists were helped
to cope with the Fascist epidemic in Spain that is poisening
ali the springs of life and health, Fascism exterminated in
Spain would alse mean the purified watera in the resi of
furepe and the end of Fascism in Eorope would do away
with the causes of war. The waorkers of the rest of the world
and other liberty loving groups inspired by the new gocial
oxperiment of their brothers in Spain would he enabled fo
hegiz a new iransformation of their own life,

‘It iz about neatrality as # is about people who can
stand by a burning building with women and chiidren call-
ing for help, without moving a muscle to come to their aid,
Or to see a drowning man desperately trying to reach shove.
No words of condemmatien could possibly express the uni.
versal contempt for such cowardly indifference. Fortunately
there are net mauny such crestures, In time of fire, floods,
storms at sea or the sight of any fellow.creatures in distress,
human natare ususliy is at {4s best. Men in danger fo their
own Hves and limbs rush into buraing houses, throw them.
selves inte the foaming sea and hravely carry their bhrothers
to safety,

Spain is in flames, the Faseist conflagration is spread.
ing. I8 it possible that the world outside will stand by and
see the eountry laid in ashes by the Fascist herdes? Or
will thinking and justice-laving people muster up enough
courage to break through the han of neutrality and come
te the rescue of the Spanish people who are fighting Fa.
scism to the bitter end.

1 have faith in humanity. 1 have infinite faith. I know
the governaments deme and go. But the intrinsie guality of
human feefiny and the sense of justice remains forever.

1t is to these thai the hersic peple of Spain appeal for
kelp, for the means $o bring Fascizm to ita knees and save
the world from the new impending holecaust nestrality is
certain fo bring in its wake,

—FEMMA GOLDMAN (Bareelona Sept. 38th)

The faith of Comrade Emma Goldman, the faith
of the CNT-FAL the faith of the entire Spanish pro-
fetariat, shedding their life-blood in the sireggle for
Iiberty, must and shall be vindicated, We must de-
mand that the democratic countries supply arms to
the anti-Fascists; we wmust cry from the very house-
tops: “Down with neuvtrality that supplies arms to
the Fascists”,

Meanwhile we must come to the aid of the
Spanish people. We must send them money so
that they can purchase ALL THE THINGS THEY
NEED. There cann be no stop to owr giving, no
limit to our sacrifices as there is no Hmit to the sac«
rifices of our Spanish brothers. From these sacrifices
a new free world will be huilt. We have already col-
lected thousands of dollars for the Spanish workers
but they need much more.

Send all fands to:

I. RADINOWSKY
United Libertarian Organizations
45 West (7th St, New York City.

All monies are promptly sent by the UL.0. to

Spain. Every contribution will be acknowledged.

I
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high lights of the spanish revolution

onths before the cutbreak of the Fascist count-

er-revolution Spain felt the thunder of the ap-
proaching storm of bitter class war. The failure of
the government’s weak-kneed vacillating economic
reform messares to improve the lot of the starving
peasanis, the exploited proletariat and the unem-
ployed intensified the revoluiionary ferment among
the Spanish masses. By the beginning of July, 19586,
over a million workers and peasanis were out on
strike. The inadequacy of ihe agrarian reform pol-
icy {e. g, government purchase of land to be rented
to the peasants), the rising commodity prices which
cancelled wage gains made by syndicates, the at-
tempted use of state apparatus to settle labor dis-
putes {mixed labor boards ete.}, the failure to pro-
vide relief for the unemploved, the failure 1o weak-
en the colossal economie power of the church — in
a word, a virfual repetition of the 1931 program
which was at the bottom of the blcody struggles of
the first five years of the republic — all this
brought into bolder perspective the revolutionary
aims and direction of the masses on the one hand
and the reactionary tendencies and plans of the
chyrch, the big landowners, finance capital and the
military casie on the other.

The Peoples’ Front government, supported by
the Communist and Socislist parties, was fully a-
ware of the plans of the Faseist army clique fo
seize power before they might be swept away by
the revolutionary tide. Their intentions were so
Plain that even we in Ameriea were able to point
them oul and warn against them. In June, 1936 we
said in VANGUARD (“The Peoples’ Front in Ac-
tion”, by Senex):

In Spain the actual danger of s Fascist upheaval Hes
in the faei that the military power is lodged in a group
that is imbued with the greatest haired to everything re-
publican and democratio. The army is still controlled by
intransigent momarchists and Fascists, On the very eve of
the elections that clique made full preparations for the
geizure of power, It was checked in its atterupt by the fear
displayed in the leading imdustrial snd political circlen of
a vigorous reaction on the part of the revolutionary ele-
ments of the country. But it is net disguising its avowed
intentisn to attempt the same wnder more favorable tir.
TURBESTICER,

it was only the anarchists and the anarcho
syndiealists of the ONT and FAI (National Con-
faderation of Labor and the Iberian Anarchist Fed-
eralion) whe called the enraged masses to fight
against the Faselst atiacks. On April 17 their gen-
eral strike against Fascist provocations was so pro-
pitions that many UGT {(General Union of Work-
ers) members struck too. Noi only were the gov-
ernment and its marxist supporters helpless against
the growing danger of reaction — they tried their
best to hinder the militant workers who began fo
take matters info their own hands. Left-wing papers
were censered for printing articles warning of the
Fascist plots: strikes were declared,iliegal: the C.
N.T. headquarters in Madrid were closed three
times in June and also just before the revoit
occurred; landless peasanis were prevented by the
government from taking the land, In the province
of Albicete peasanis who attempied fo seize land
on May 28 were shot down in cold bloed by the civil
guards who killed 23 of them and weounded many
more. But land seizpres, open fights with the ¥Fa-
scists and chureh, strikes and demonstrations grew
in number and infensity.

The Communist Party pleaded with the work-
ers to learn “when to end a strike”, advised the
peasants who seized land to wait until the Peoples’
Front government gave it to them legally.

And while these social-demoeratic defenders of
capitalism played their treacherous game, the bish-
ops, the bankers and generals plotted and schemed,

July 26 was the date set for the Fascist puteh
But the execution of Calve Sotelo, Fascist deputy
in the Cortes, on July 14 pushed events ahead of
schedule. On the 17th all the garrisons in Spanish
Morrocco were under the control of the army off-
icers commanded by General Francisce Franco,
Thai same day at 9. A, M. the Madrid government
was informed of this action by a loyal naval officer,
What did it do to prevent the army men from go-
ing ahead with their plans? — Nothing! A man-
ifesto of the FAI and ONT urging the workers to
take arms against the Fascigts was censored from
the s7ndicalist newspapar. The next day (July 18)
at 3 P. M., when Seville had already been invaded,



the government issned the following statement:

Tharks to the foresighted means adepted by the suth.
orities, & hroad movement of aggression sgainst the republic
may be deemed to have Bwen broken np; it has found no
asgiastance on the peaimsuia and has only succeeded in se-
citing followers in a fraction of the Army in Morrecde..

The action of the governmeni will be sufficient fo re.
establish normaiity.

These Talse reassurances, however, failled to
halt the timely response of the real snemies of Fa-
seism. On the 18th the workers of Barcelonz, in-
spired by the CNT and FAZ, which had already pre-
pared armed defenses, took possession of arms de-
pots and arsenals. Militant vouth of Madrid distri-
buted arms and set up barricades. The next day,
while the politicians were busy forming 2 new c¢ab-
inet under the premiership of Barvios, a right-wing
republican, the reaciionary army officers began {o
gel up their own bloody rule in every important city
in Bpain. And the government was virtually pre-
pared to give them Spain!

What was it that prevented complele succesg
for the Fascists? The government, even if i so de-
sired, could not stop them because it had no army
and the last thing # would wish to do was to arm
the proletariat. The Jatter did net wailt for such
action but sponigncously batiled the Fascists, even
with kitchen knives and hare hands, When on July
20th a new premier, Giral, was named, the govern-
ment reluctantly distributed some arms in Madrid
— first to socialists, then to communists and final-
iy, in smal] quantities, to the anarchists and syndie
alists.

By this time, armed clashes were taking place
throughout the country and the first chapter of the
counier-revolution, one can say, was written. The
battle lines were marked. The whole region of Cat-
alonia where the CNT - FAJ predominates was in
the hands of the armed workers and peasants. Val
encig was cleared of Fascists. In Madrid and the
surrounding territory the Fascists were soon o be
crushed. Ajse in the northwest, they were defeated
except in Ovieds where they were too strongly fort.
ified. On the eastern coast, the loyal sailors under
the influence of the CNT marine unions whe toock
command of the ships from their officers, saved the
situation. The reactionaries, however, controlled Se-
ville, Saragossa {the site of the military academy
and one of the strongest natural foriresses in Fur-
spe} Cordoba, Granada, Burgos, Navarre and Old
Castille and several agricnifural sections.

With the government almost stripped of its de
faeto power, Spain entered the second phase of the
civil war, the revolutionary offensive against the le-
glong of reactien,

What was the nature of this offensive and what
made possible the rise of the only kind of real de-
fenxe against reaction, a revolutionary counter off-
ense?

The answer to this guestion is not a matter of
academic theorizing. This answer coniains a living,
burning lesson which the libertarian movement in
Spain is writing on the blood.stained pages of con-
teinporary Spanish history, a lesson which i{s penet-
rating the minds of an ever increasing number of
workers the world over.

The only way to fight Fascism is te take from
those who would bludgeon the foiling masses under
the iron heel of reactionary dictatorship, all their
wnalth and power; to be ready to give this wealth
and its administration fo ilg rightful ewmners, the
workers and peasants; fo arm fhese brue anti-Fa-
scists 50 that the protection of their Hves, liberties
and well-being iz in their own hands,

Whereas other political groups began to realize
thix only when # was taking place in the siruggle
itseif, the lbertarian movement of Spain {(FAI and
CNT} had not merely preached this long before the
civil war had hegun; the Bbertarian movement owed
itx existence to the fact that it was striving towards
this goal during its many years of struggle, that
these atms were incorporated in its organizational
structure and constituted the basis for all ity actions.

I the region of Catalonia, as soon as victory
over the Fascists was in gight, the CNT and FAI
began the formation of & unified anti-Fascist mili
tia based upon the cooperation of the various antih
Fascist defense cadres that had sprung up To co-
ordinate these varioug forces, a “Central Commit-
tee of Anti-Fascist Militias” was formed consist-
ing of fifteen members,

These forces were released by the victory in
Catajonia to various fronts in thst sector at first
(Saragessa, Aragon, ete.), Later they moved fur
ther south io surround and finally botile up the Fa-
seixt strongholds of Cordoba and Granada.

Such remarkable strides, even more siriking con-
sidering the fact that they had so few arms while
their adversaries were bheing constantly supplied
with artillery, airplanes, money by Portugal, Ger.
many, italy and French Mprroceo, could not have
been made without the magnificent work of economs
i recomstruction by workers and peasants of the
region. At firsi, the CNT unions seized control of
transportation facilities, communications and food-
stuffs, Just as in the beginning of the revoll it was
the resolute action of the anarchists and anarcho-
syadiealists which struck the first blow against the
reaction and inspired other unions and parties fo
join with them, so also in the equaily necessary task
of keeping the wheelz of industry running without
danger of sabotage, in the task of making the prop-
er revolutionary changes in economic relationships,
the anarchists and anarcho-gyndicalists were in the
vanguard. Because of the realistic anarchist pro-
gram calling for seizure of industry, transportation,
and agriculture by the workers and peasanis, the
years of planning and struggle by the CNT-FAJ
te achieve that end, they were in a position to start
things going in that direction and effect the unity
of all working class organizations in Catalonia in
the work of socializing the economic life of the re-
gion, a phase of the struggle which is absclutely
necessary in order {fo consolidate the victory over
¥ascism. Here indeed, was the real “united front”,
unity in revolutionary action, on the barricades, in
the streels, in the flelds and factories!

Nor did all the socialist workers in the U.G.T.
wait for their leaders to give them orders fo take
control of factories or transportation lines. Spur-
red ont by the example of the ON'T workers they did
likewise. Within a few weeks all the transportation



lines, public utilities, large industries and big es-
tates were no longer in the hands of the bourgeoisie;
the worker's organizations, with the aid of {echni-
cians (whom the CNT policy of giving them an eq-
ual share in the reconstruction of the new life had
weon over io their ranks} are the masters of econ-
omic and soecial life in Catalonia. Coordination of
the varicous and complex administrative manage-
ment and distribution dutles is achieved through
the Feonomic Council, a body composed mainly of
representatives from the CNT and UGT. (There
it one delegate from the Catalonian Generalldad,
but he functions merely as a rubber stamp.)

While in Catalonia, the government virtuaily
abdicated to give rise fo a *“dual power”, that of
the organized working class, the relationship of fo1-
ces In the rest of the country was not guite the
same, The “dual power” which succeeded in throw.
ing the Fascisi plans cut of gear was unable, in
those sections of the country under the control of
the Madrid government, to assert itself with such
vigor as in Catalonia. The Giral cabinet, succeed-
ing Barrios after twenty-four hours, did receive
the unqualified support of the reformist Socialisis
and Communists hut was too weak-willed and pass-
ive t0 unify and direct the various workers' and
militia celumns, the only real opposition to the en-
emy. With no well-organized fighting force and in-
sufficlent arms (all their *friends” were neutral)
to stem the hordes of Faselsts and Moors coming
up towards Madrid from Morrocco thru Seville,
¥Franco's legions made rapid progress. After cap-
turing Badajos where 4,000 men, women snd child-
ren perishad in one of the most cold-blooded mass-
acres in history, Franco soon came far encugl north
to form, with his northwestern column from Burg-
03, & semicircle arcund Madrid in preparation for
the final attack on the capital

The fall of Irun {o the Fascists and their steady
march towards the capital frightened Madrid into
making the socialist leader, Large Caballere, prem-
ler with a Peoples’ Front cabinet. Unfortunately
this set-up was not much of an improvement over
the former one — after Irun the Fascists recon-
quered San Sebasgtian and Franeo with the assist-
ance of Hitler, Mussolini and Portugal came closer
t0 Madrid, raised the seige of the Aleazar and final-
Iy entered Toledo.

Fven before Caballero became premier, the an-
archo-syndicalist ONT and the FAI pressed for a
program similar to that of Catalonia and Valenecir,
While cooperating fully with all anti-Fascist ele
ments, they realized thai the only way there could
be a real will to fight and proper coordination and
planning of the defenses was fo give the syndicates
representation on the councils of war g0 as to place
apon the worker's organizations the responsibility
for defense, and to put economic life mainly under
the direction of the two big trade union bedies.
'Fifley even expressed willingness to work together
with the governmeni on such a program. At first
the Communists and Socialists condemned this pro-
gram; it wag only thelr numerous defeats and the
gradual realization of the effectiveness of such a
program, as demonsirated by Catalonia, {which is
sending more and more militiamen to help Madrid)

that led them to change thelr minds. Over a week
ago the cabinet, after long conferences with a CNT
committee agreed to adopt many of the measures
proposed by the anarchists (exactly to what extent
we do not know vet). A “Defense Junta” was form-
ed whieh indnded delegates from the C.N.T. and
U.G.T. The effect was encouraging. In a day or two
the militia was reorganized, all able-bodied men
were required o be ready for service and a military
eampaign of offensive wag begun. The iatest sei-
baeks of the Fascists near the Teledo and other
fronts bear eloguent testimony as to the results of
the new set-np. Pierre Van Passsen, Federated
Press correspondent, cabled the following from
dadrid on Ocfober 12th:

The workers thewmselves are taking the initiative. Re-
volutianary commitiees are being set pp  everywhere,
People’s tribunals have found those guilty of fomenting the
rebeflion, its financiers and suxilisries, and have begon to
mete out punishment within a week after being set up,
whereas the Giral government hesitated for weeks fo pro-
ceed against the plotiers and their sgents.

Now the Janded estates which the successive liberal
governments hesitated to confiscate are ai last passing in.
to the hands of the peasanis. These are preliminary con-
ditions to the victory agaimst the hirelings of Hitler and
Mussolini who are swarming ever the land, burning, loot.
ing and massacring as they go. If was impossible to avouse
the workers for a return {o the status quo. Now they know
what they are fighting for.

Right now the possibilities of defeating the
Fascists are betier than at any time in the past two
monthis: The hercle miners in Asturias have al-
most corapletely recaptured Oviedo and may soon be
able to asygist in the Bilbao and Madrid sectors. In
the Madrid seetor the milllia is funclioning betier
than ever before. Victory for the Catalonian eol-
amns is in sight and they may soon be able to send
sven more men to Madrid. The problem of securing
sufficient and proper war materials {so ireacher-
ously witheld from them by thelr ostensible friends,
Franee, England and the Soviet Union) is gradual-
Iy belng sclved by the Catalonian workers who, by
virtue of the fact thal they eontrol ithe factories
themselves, have with miraculous skill and unbe-
lievable rapidity creajed a new defense indusiry
producing guns, tanks, ammunition, ete. it metal
ghops, auto plants and other such factories,

The longer Madrid can hold out against the
Fascist bloodhounds, the better the chances of fimak
Iy crushing them, This will mot only mean that for
the first time since the advent of Faselsm the black
forces of reaction shall have been repulsed — if
will mean that the new life which the {foilers of
Catalonia are ereating shall take yoot all over Spain,
The glorious accomplishments of the revolutionists
in this region are but the beginnings of a new, a
libertarian socin] order whereln, for the first time
in hislory, we shall see the realization of the hopes
of oppressed humanity, of the dreams of cotntless
thousands who have struggled and suffered and died
for the cause of liberty. And the liberation of Spain
shall be the gignal for toilers the world over fo
shake off their own chains of poverty, tyranny and
oppression,

—8. MORRISON



anarchist position on C.I.O.

ere was a fime when the bourgeois liberal part-

ies of the autocratic countries pinned their hepes
upon crown princeg who in their youth showed some
feeble gsigns of Hberal sympathies. Those hopes
would not last mueh beyond the pericd of assump-
tion of power by those very prinees who in mest
cases would prove to be worse reactionaries than
their fathers,

Nevertheless the same comedy would be en-
acted time and {ime again in each and every coun-
try. A serious movement representing the inteliect-
uval flower of the nation would suddenly become
strangely oblivious of elemeniary political realities,
of the most recent historica! lessons. Instead of re-
lving upon its own strength, upon its power o lead
the masses in a resolute struggle against absolutism,
it would be suddenly caught up by one of thoese
fantastie illusions that really belong to the field
of social pathology.

The kind of illusions entertained now by some
anarchists in this country in regard to the so-called
industrial union movement headed by Lewis and Co.
are of the same pathological kind., They cannot be
treated as serious guestions of anarchist tactics:
they are danger signs showing that all is not well
with us, They are the logical sutcome of a deeply
erroneous tactic in regard to the A. F. of L. unions
adopted by some anarchists not as & result of con-
sclous planning bui of hopeless drifting inte an ef-
fortless line of least resistance.

Anarchists in their attitude toward unions dif-
fer fundamentally from any other revolutionary
movemeni of the political school. The latter, 7re-
volutionary as it might be in some respects, al-
ways considered the unions of secondary impert-
ance as compared with pelitical parties. The wovk
of such revolutionaries consisted in bringing the
unions in line with the party. They were to become
the transmission links between the party, the chief
instrurnentality of revolutionary work, and the
greal masses of workers. Hence the concentration
of efforts upon capturing the union apparatus
with the present bureatieracy if it proves to be tract-
able encugh; against it if the party revolutionaries
meet teo great resistance on its part.

With anarchists the entire nature of their work
in the unions assumes an altogether different as-
pect. The anarchists regard the unions as the basie
cells of a new social order. This task therefore con-
sists not in capturing the union apparatus but in
ehanging deeply the struciure of the union and the
character of its activity. The union must become g
fit insirumentality of the great revolutionary
change to come. That means that the union must
be rebuilt upon altogether new principles, imbued
with 3 new spirit of revelutionary sclidarity and
in the first place it must be rid of the leprosy of
bureaucracy now distortinig its nature inte the very
opposite of what unionism stands for. A union that
does not embody in its structure and actual practice

the basic principles of fullest democracy and work-
er's solidarity, a union thai permiis monstrous in-
equalities in the pay of workers and officials, that
aliows the economie centralization of power in the
hands of the bureaucracy, a union of that kind is
much more liable to develop inte a Fascist corpora~
tion than into an organic cel} of the reconstructed
society. And ne change of leadership will change
matters in that respect. A union of that kind fall-
ing into the hands of Marxist revolutionaries is
no mare fit for the role of an aetive agency of so-
cial reconstruction than a reactionary union of the
A. F. of L. type. The role asgigned to it is of the
known kind; an insignificant screw 1n the tofali-
tarian apparatus of the Socialist state. And, of
course, anarchist control of the bureaucratic appar-
atus, were such a thing pos¢ible in a union based
upon anti-anarchist principles, would lead ic the
same distortion of the basic aims of revolutionary
unionism,

"fhose are elementary ideas with the anarchists
all over the world. But somehow they were ignored
by quite & considerable number of anarchists work-
ing in ocal unions of the A. ¥. of L. They some-
how let themselves drift into the comfortable posi-
tion of working with the bureaucratic apparatus in-
stead of fighting for principles of revolutionary un-
ionism. They let themselves be taken in by the hue
and cry against dual unionism, the ery of all the
reactionary elements within the unions who play
npen the sentimenis of union loyalty only so far
ag it suits their own egoistic group interests.

The theory behingd this comfortable position of
the anarchists is that sometime the progressive ele-
ment will be able to cust the reactionary leadership,
znd when that happens, the anarchists will play
their proper role in it. But what is generally lost
sight of is that the process of disgoiution and de-
cay set up by the bureaucratic distortion of the un-
ions is dynamic in its nature. ¥ has a tendency to
grow in scope and in tempo. it does not wail for
the progressive forces to gather sufficient power, It
is driving the unions {o an inner explesion and those
anarchists that do not orientate their werk upon the
inevitability of such an explosion are forsaking the
basic ideas of our doctrine in regard to the place and
role of the unions in this revolutionary struggle.

To be prepared for that explesion mesns first
of all to be able to hold up a model of revolutionary
unionism before the eyes of the workers when the
moment of the explogion arrives. 1t does not mean
forsaking the pregsent work in the reactionsry un-
ions, but giving this work s definite orientation in
the direetion of building ¢p & new type of unionism,
{t means also the most resolute break with the un-
nion bureaueracy regardiess of whatever name and
ideology it may swear by. It is the building up of
cadres of milifants within the unions ecapable of
wresting the union from the hands of the bureau.
eracy, that the anarchist must have chiefly in mind



in his work in the unions.

Viewed in this Hght the blossoming of maud-
lin hepes among some anarchists in connection with
the so called industrial-union drive is nothing short
of dismnaying. I isn’t only the caliber of the so called
union leaders who are heading this drive that makes
any hopes placed upon Lhe movement scem to fall
in the same class as those within the old {ime
liveral by the crown prince mumbling a few pro-
gressive phrases. It is the disingenuousiess of this
moverment {as has already been proven by the love
feast between Dubingky and Green}, the lack of
genuine militancy, the patent poliical parposes and
what's more, the mechanical, purely bureaucraiic
nature of this drive, il ig ajl that which should put
any militant on guard against any claims set up by
the publicity depariments of those unions. A new
unionism will not spring up as a result of thoese
puny efforts., The militancy of the great mass of
unorganized workers will be stifled from the very
beginning and whatever may be accomplished in re-
spect of adding {o the number of already organized
industries will be distorted by the monstrous cen-
tralization of power in the hands of an irrespons-
ible bureaucracy. Were they even to succeed in

building wp an indusirial union, # would hardly
present any great advantage over the old craft un.
ion, As # was pointed out by Comrade Plerre Ram.
us, the Austrian Fascisl unions in the siructural
sense represeni a step forward as compared with
the soeialist {rade unions. And with all that they
represent the greatest mockery of lhe idea of un~
ionism. Would an industrial anicn organized by the
Lewig machine and rusn along the same autoeratic
lines as the United Mine Workers of America be
more of a bulwark againsi Fascist danger than the
eraft union run by avowed Fascists of the Hutch-
eson type?

At no other period in Lhe life of the American
fabor movemeant was the need of a new revolution-
ary unionism felt more keenly than now. Only
clearer than ever does the idea always upheld by
anarechists stand oui: revolufionary unions cannol
ke buill from the top. They musl come as a vesult
of & greai mass upsurge prepared by a long pro-
cess of miltant struggle on the part of the revolu-
tionary minority, a struggle whiell precludes any
compromise with the bureaucralic element, the first
te be swept out by the new forces to come,

elections -- the long range view
0

Like all other phases of the present day social struggle

the presidential elections of 1936 admit 8 twofold sval-
uation: one that is based upon a close range view of its
immediate conseguonces and possibilities, and the other -
the long range view of the general tendency of the politic-
al situation.

Viewed at a elose range the presidential eclection rep-
resents 3 situation not unlike the one created in all those
countries where the popular front came inte existeace. The
intensification of the class struggle breught about by the
progressive deterieration of the capitalist economy led to
a sharp division of political forces into the right and left
camps. Eleetions are no more fought on insubstantial issmes
between forces hardly demarcated from each other as was
the case throughout the period of prosperity and which was
aven true to a great extent in 1832 The rocial reforms un-
dertaken by the Roosevell administration met the growing
resistance of the ceonomic oligarchy which fer years reigned
supreme in the political life of the country. Toward the
end of the presemt presidential ferm this resistance solid-
ified the most influential sactions of the bourgeoizie inte
one reactionary block swinging further and further away
from the traditional allegiance to the principles of hour-
geois democracy,

This in turn produced an egual consolidation of forces
of the opposite pole of political life. The support rallying
around president Roosevelt in the presidential election is
about the same in its social make-up as the one that went
t0 build up the People’s Front in some European countries.
The same social make-np and the same issues are the focal
points of the present elections, although, taking into the
view the greater infensity of rocial struggle in the Kuropesn
countries, the political differsntiation and the issues fought
about stand out in greater relief than here in the YUnited
States, But in #s main features the struggle is the same:
it begins to revolve more and more around the defense of
the basic festures of modern demecracy against the eves
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growing onslanghts of a consolidatd reactionary bloek.

Troes it mesn that this issue i going to be decided by
the election ballot? Will this ever growing struggle come
to an end with the decisive victory of the democratic ele-
ment at this eleetiont Will it be as decisive in this rospect
as the election of Andrew Jackson in signifying the triumph
of the new dernocratic forees surging forward fo the con
troft of American life?

it is hers that the close range view fails entirsly to
give a tiue evaluation of the perspectives of the struggles
now emerging to the forefront of the elections. It is true
that large and important issues are baing foughi over right
now during these elections. It is s mistake fo say that the
Iutter are utterly of no importance, that it won't make any
difference whether Landon or Reosevelt will be elected, The
clection of the first will doubtlessly initiate a course of
reaction compared o which the Harding and Coolidge per-
jod wuas the helght of demaocratic Hberalism, It is alse clear
that for the time being the forces of deinocracy and liber-
alism of the country will seore an important viclory and
that the reactionary temdencics will be considerably checked,
Will thiz victory though be of any dnration? Will it orient-
ste Ameriean life upon as firm a democratic basis as the
victories of Hberal forces in the past erucial periods of Am-
ericun history?

T believe so is entirely to misunderstand the nature of
the economic and social corizes into which this country is
plunging a5 well as the rest of the world. The crisis can ne
more be overcome by the makeshift program of the New
Presl than the social crisis of Spain was checked by the
Peoples’ Front, And as a matier of fact very few poople
heHove that it will succeed in doing so. 'The program of soe-
inl securify must necessarily erack up under the strain of
gprowing Tinancial difficulties, The attemnpt to regulate econ
omnic life against the wishes of the ruling oligarchy will
meet an ever stiffaning resistance on the part of the latter,

{econtinued on puge 15}



towards libertarian communism

atil the Cctober revolution socialism was gen-

erally thought of as a distant ideal, leading the
daily struggles of the working class but not facing it
23 an immediate possibility. Although embraced as
a guiding faith by the ever growing mass move-
ments of the international prolefariat, it was no-
where accepled ss an actual task of immediate im-
portance, to be formulated and fought for like any
other practical problem of the day. “Socialism for
our times” was the slogan of a few sectarian groups,
but not of any mass movemeni of importance, suf-
ficiently strong to impress its will upon the treand
of events,

In the more backward countries this prevailing
attitude took the form of a belief current among
socialists that socialism can emerge as an immediate
task of realization only when the country has rip-
ened for it through suecessive stages of political re-
veolutions and economic development along the lines
of capitalist democracy. In accordance with this be-
lief the soeialist movements of those countries cein
tered their attention upon preparing those allegedly
necessary conditions for the realization of socialism,
The emphasis was placed upon the struggle for po-
litical democracy, which for all practical purposes
made the socialist program indistinguishable from
that of any demoeratic party of the bourgecisie, The
difference lay in the evaluation of an admittedly
distant ideal, which the latier rejected even for the
future, while the socialist advecated some version
of it for the time to come. This time was relegated
to a period looming far ahead of the actual needs
of the present generation and needing therefore no
special concern outside of a general line of orienta-
tion in the spirit of ifs basie principles.

Nor was this attitude confined to the socinlist
movement of the backward countries, The specific
reasons for relegating the struggle for socialism o
a more distant peried differed in the advanced
couniries, but the results were the same, The pre-
occupation of the socialist pariies with parliament-
ary activity ied to the acceptance of the Fabian view
which conceived the socialist ideal as the sum total
of gradual reforms congisting in the growing in-
terference of the State in the economic life of the
country. The realizatien of socialism ceased to be
a task distinet in itself, but became merged in the
current political and trade-union activity, both of
which were deeply set within the framewerk of
capitalistic realities,

This was true of the socialist movement as 2
whoie, regardless of whether it spoke the language
of Marxist orthodoxy or that of Fabian reformism,

Theoreticr™  he orthodox Marxist conceived the
strue. - .cialism as a distant {ask growing
g »f ch- . vitable collapse of capitalism, but the
hag. s camentary activity proved to be much
st 1 ihan any theoretical assumptions. The

ttar disuse into which revolutionary activity had
fallen among the Marxisis of the Second Inter-

national rendered them incapable of framing any
hold policies of socialistic reconstruction in accord-
ance with their theoretical premises, ag a resuit of
which socialism in their conception began to lose
the sharp outlines of a tangible historic task, “So-
eialism is not an end purpose, hut a movement” .
{his idea which shocked so much the Marxist world
when first propounded by the revisionists became
to be tacitly accepied by the entire gocialist move-
ment of the Second Interaational toward the out-
break of the World War,

There were, of course, important minorities
which rebelled against this fading out of the secial
ist ideal from the vista of concrete historic tasks
Such were, for instance, the small but growing left
wing of the socigl-democratic parties and the an.
archo-syndicalists of Latin countries, both of whom
raised the banner ef revolt against the dominant
attitude toward socialism as a distant ideal, But for
all their growing influence those minorities still
proved to be too weak to effect any basic changes
in the general reformist trend of labor activities.
The social-democratic “left wingers” confined their
work to theorelical criticism, while the great mass
stingeles carried on by the anarche-syndicalists,
important as they were for that period in arousing
the militancy of the workers, never reached the
stage of genuine revolutionary movements, The ob-
jectives of such struggles were those of a militant
trade unionism, and it is only when viewed in a
sufficiently bread perspective that those struggles
could be regarded as preludes to the revolutionary
realization of the socialist ideal, Given a longer
eourse of development, the growing sweep and in.
tensity of militant strikes and other forms of mass
struggles earried on by the anarchists would in-
evitably create a revolutionary situation, with so-
ciglist objectives emerging as actual tasks of the
day,

However, none of the anarcho-syndicalist mass
movements of the pre-war period ever reached that
firal stage, The mass ineriiz generated by a rela-
tivly progressive development of the pre-war so-
ciety was oo strong to be overcome by purely sub-
jective efforts of militant minorities. Great historic
events, unloosing elemental forces in action, were
necessary in order to effect any bagic change in the
prevailing attitude of the great mass of people. And
therein lies the particular significance of our epoch
as distinguished from the one that was brought fo
a close by the World War: it was ushered in and
is dominated by great events which reshifted
the axis of the historic struggles of the day in the
direction of socialism.

Three momentous shifts have taken place
during the recent period, each one of which worked
profound revolutionary changes in the general or-
ienfation of sccial struggles, The first, and most
important one, was the Oectober revolution, The
epochal significance of that great revolution, like



that of the French revolution, Hes not so much in
its immediate effects as in the reshifting of the cen-
ter of social struggles around a new focal task. In
the French revolution it was political democracy
that emerged as such a central task to be realized
by the great movements to come, The powerful le-
ver of the October revolution performed the same
gervice in regard to the socialist ideal. For the first
time in history sceialism was caxl athwart the
marching progress of humanity not merely as an
inspiring idea but as an actucl force, uprooiing,
destroying, building and rebuilding, And how deep-
Iy that affected the attitude of the average man
toward the socialist ideal is now a matter of simple
historical record, acknowledged alike by the enemies
and friends of the revolution.

The significance of this was obscured for the
time being by the temporary reaction produced a-
mong the workers in the Western couniries of Eyr-
ope by the kind of socialism that began to erystallize
in Soviet Bussia, The distortions suffered by the
socinlist ideal in its refractions through the specific
conditions of Russian life acted as & temporary
check to the spreading of the revolutionary influen-
ces of October, For the time being the forces of in-
ertia, as embodied in the social-democratic parties
of the Second Infernational, seemed fo have been
able to reverse the cloek of history. Socialism was
again relegated to fthe position of a mere backdrop
for practical activities continued along the lineg of
the pre-war period. And had it not been for the
guccessive shocks of 2 tremendous economic and
political crisis, these forces of inertia would have
had a much longer run than the few vears of rela-
five gtabilization in Western Europe. ¥1 would have
taken, perhaps, a whole generation or more to re-
vesl the process of erosion taking place within those
geeming bulwarks of democratic progress. As it is,
the denouement came g0 close upon the heels of this
temporary reaction that even we today are prone
to forget about the fact that such an interval of
temporary siabilization ever existed. And now the
spirit of the Ociober revolution is again haunting the
eivilized world, the struggle for socislism hag en-
tered into the decisive phase - those are the direct
resulis of the other two great cataclysmic factors
determining the general character and trend of our
epoch,

The great economic crisis blasted away the myth
of & stubilized capitalism sedulously cultivated by
the infernational social-democracy. It took the wind
from under iis sails, reducing it to the state of 2
heipiegsly foundering political bankrupt. Hs hodge
podge of petty political and economic reforms, cal-
culated for the perind of stabilization, was dwarfed
into wreiched and tragi-comic insignificance in face
of the economic eatastrophe. Not being able to direct
the rising social ferment into revolutionary chan-
peis, it began to lose the mass moorings by which
it was reoted to social actualities, And an uprooted
social-democracy meant not only a clear passage
for the Fascist forces, but alse the removal of the
greatest obstacle to & revolutionary approach to the
problems of sceialist reconstruction, the imminence
of which has been rendered by the Faseist victorfes.
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The struggle against Fascism is necessarily a
struggle for a new social order -— this is now rapid-
ly becoming the conviction et only of the so called
radical movement, but of {he wide circles of anti-
Fascists arcused by the danger of annihilation of
cultural vahies, And if they do not realize that very
clearly now, they must ¢ome to it in the course of
their struggles against Fasciem, during which they
will find themselves pitted against the real sourceg
of strength of the Fascist movement. In every
Fascist and semi-Fascist country the task of so-
cial liberation becomes closely interwoven with
that of polititcal emancipation. And even in the so-
ealled democratic countries the momentum of the
struggle against the ever growing Fasecist danger
will earry the broad front of anti-Fascist foreces
much bevond the vacuous slogans of the so-called
People’s Front. In France (in Spain it has already
beecome a reality), and perhaps very socon in the
Pnited States and England, the struggle against
Fascism will be carried over from the purely polit-
ical issues of safeguarding democratic liberties to
that of deep going social changes of a revolutionary
nature. The collapse of Fascism in Germany — and
that it is heading toward some sort of catastrophe
no ohiective ohserver of European political life can
deny — will not only bring to the fore revoluiion-
ary social forees, bub will place the couniry before
the most confused and ontangied social vealities,
the straightening out of which will necessitate pro-
found social changes In accordance with the human-
Rarian features of the socialist ideal, Socialism for
our times, for our own generation, socialism as an
actual task to be fought for Iike the eight hour day
was fought for a generation ago — that is the cen-
tral izsue of all the movemaeants and siruggles that
are earried on at the present moment and will be
carried on for the next decade or two.

That means that a& new alignment of forees is
bound to take place in accordance with the ceniral
position now gradually assumed by the struggles
for the realization of soelalism, The old set-up, built
around the issues of political democracy and social
reforms within the political and economic frame of
eapitaliam, is rapidly breaking down before our
eyes, The right, center and left positions are now
being cecupied by altogether differert social forces
with different tendencies and aspirations, This pro-
cess of reshifting is still in its initial phase of de-
velopment, but already its outlines are beginning
te take visible shape.

A new right Is being forged by this process
a solid block of counter-revolutionary forces, swal-
lowing up ali the bourgecis parties (and even in-
cluding part of labor bureaucracy and socialists 4
lo. Mac Donald), marching under the Fascist slogans
of checking the inevitable course of events toward
the realization of socizlism. The new center is also

rapidly becoming a political reality. The shatiering
of democratic ilusions is driving the bulk of soeial-
st parties along the revolutionary road, where,
joined with the communist parties, it will form the
new powerful block of cenfer parties. And while
it may take a more digcerning eye to descry the



outlines of the new left, its emergence is already
an historie fact. Libertarian communism, as opposed
1o the diciatorial secialism of the center, has al-
ready moved into the position of an actual foree
In Spain # is a tremendous factor to be reckomned
with in the immediate struggles, and in the other
countries, especinlly those permeated with liber-
{urian traditions, snch as France, Eagland and A-
meries, it is bound to appear as a powerful left in
the process of struggle for the realization of social-
ism. And like every gemmne left it will represent

the historie progress, tlie demands of the fulure
upon the present, the deeper logic of the socialist
idenl in its unfoldment,

What ure the oot sources of the strength of
this emerging movement, what are the composite
elements of which it is liable to be made up? What
line of development is it bound o follew in order
to shed the lust vestiges of utopianism still elinging
to il from the last period?

{(Te be continued)
—SENRX

the soviet executions

St Tropez, August 25, 1936

happen to know most of the men accused, And 1

can assure you that they are nob connter revolu-
tionists. Nor is it possible that they should have
hud dealings with the Gestapo. True, I have always
maitained that the real counter revolulionists ave
the Rolsheviki themselves because they mwore than
the interventionisis and the real enemces of the rev-
volution have crushed it. Considered from this an-
gle, Zinoviev and his comrades are as muach count.
er vevolutionist as Stalin and his erew, But they are
certuinly not what they are charged by their ac-
cusers. It is too prepostercus to helieve thiz chavge
for one single moment,

That they have conspired to get rid of Stalin
and his satellites is probably true. Their conspir-
acy was of the same nuature as any court intrigue
that transpived in history time oh end. But I am
certain it was o serve no other pnrpose, none of
the enemies of Russia, except their own hunger for
power, They wanted to get »id of Sialin becanse
they were so damned sure that they would rule
Eussia wiser and better. In other words the lust for
power motivated them ag it motivates Stalin, To he
sure when they were ut the helm they did exacily
hke Stalin, with their opponents, Even under Lenin,
with his knowledge and consent, the Kronsiadt sail-
ors were exterminated because Lenin zaw in their
protest a menace to his power. They exterminuted
fourteen thousand men, wornen and childven ruth-
lessly and without merey, So there is nothing new
in the method the present ruler of Russia is using.

You may well ask why this whole cruel spect-
acle at this time when the masses in Spain are
{ighting for their lives and their ideal of freedom?
There are several remsons for that, First of all it
is because the Trolzkists have gained eonsiderable
strength in some parts of Spain and 4 might mean
Troteky's leadership in case of a victory over the
reactionary forees, That wonld of course also have
revived Trotzky's influence and prestige in Russia.
Hence the need of discrediting him and all those ve-
cently connected with him.

That is, however, only one reason for the ex-
termination of Sialin's erstwhile comrades. An-
other is the growing unrest in Russia, the daily
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outbreaks against the ruthless machine, Naturally,
Stalin needs an outlet fov the pent up feelings of
the masses. The so-called Constitution is to serve
as the bait, And the circus performance of the trial
is another. It is to make the workers think that
Russia 1z in danger from the indicted men. To
puint them as black as Hell, that they may the
oasier be disposed of,

Well, Stalin's purt is hideons encugh but the
eringing, cowardly stand of the accused is more so.
No donht they have been tortured and their con
fessian wrung {vom them by fiendish means. Tor-
tuve in the Teheks was a daily occurrence when
we were in Ruosgia, 3 has been perfected ld an art
since. Not merely were the 16 men {ortured but
their confessions und thelr speeches wer prepared
for them. These cowards will find that there is no
promise the Stalin vegime will fee] bound to keep.
They themselves never kept a promise. They will be
shot in spite of tleir eringing uccusation. But itis a
commentary on the emasculation of the old gusrd
thatl the Soviet regime has performed. Their yeliow
stand, their Judas belyaval of their own co-workers
is nunlike anything that had ever happened under
the tsar. Yes, there were occeasional spies, Azev and
muny lesser ones. But the horrible wenkness of the
Zinovievs and their followers in unigue in the hist-
ory of Revolutionists. I i3 mere than disgraceful,
and what iz more it wil] not save them,

There is one bright ray in the davkest of recent
picetures, 1t is the vindication of the Anurchists, Our
position as regards power and dictatorship hus been
strenghthenad by the events in Russia. AN the
prople in the doek began thelr lives with an idenl for
which they had suffered prison, exile, katorga. No
sooner did they ascend to power than their past
was wiped out and they became as suavage in the
persecution of their apponents us the enemies they
came to destroy. For nothing so corrupls and dis-
integrates as power,

- EMMA GOLDMAN

P8, -~ Sinee this was written Stelin's orders were
cerrivd aut, Sixteen of the old Holshevik guard, the
wery flower one might say, of the party, have been
shot, It is foo horrible to even think of the brutal
deed,



john |. lewis -- new messiah
L T T L T

new star huas risen in the lubor firmamment! A burly

#iant walks the earth whoe will lead the oppressed
peoples of the American working cisss out of their dank
marshes of craft uniomism into the bright new shiny day
of industrial unionism. The entire labor and liberal press
iz strangely unanimour in broadeasting this nows. The Com-
munist press in Ameriea, which they tell me, at one time
rather disliked John L. Lewis, now falls all over itself in
an effort to print new bougmets of praise for the Master.

Mr. Benjamin Stolberg, a lsbor journalist, wasted a
good share of three issues of THE NATION to whitewash
Mr. Lewis, We learn from Mr. Stolberg that John L. is &
bit rough and tough but, after all, it's American to be rough
und tough, and hesides the American workers need a “strong
man” to lead them.

Mr. Btolberg knows {he truth about Lewis (he fought
againgt Lewis during the 'Save the Union Period’ in the
UM W.A)... perhaps Mr. Stolberg has whut Vincent Shee-
kan, under the influence of Deborin, calls the “long view"
Mr. Lewis is golng to be a big man g America, It is like-
iy that those whom he feels are his friends will not fare
so badly when he has arrived. Or perhaps it was out of re-
spect for the nerves of THE NATION'S readers that Ben-
jamin Stolberg held back the truth.

The real story of Lewis’ career is hard on the ganglia
of sensitive people,

Our tale starts in Panamsa, Hlinois, where the Lewises

fared very well, There was a Tfairly strong local of the-

United Mine Wiorkers of Ameriea in Panama. Apparently
it was officered almeost entirely by Lewises and as soon as
John L. was «id enough he took his place at tHe side of
his kinfolk. AHD went splendidiy untll an auditor named
Schuafer, employed by District 12 Executive Board, happened
along to examine the books of the Panama local, The Ex.
ecutive Board made 2 more complete investigation and or-
dered that the Lowises make full restifution of the money
Ipoted from the umion tressury.

After this exposure {he name of Lewis was poison to
the miners of Panama and Lewis had to seek elsewhere for
4 job. He hit upon the idea of becoming Secretary-Treas-
urer of Dristriet 12 of the U.M.W.A. which post was vac-
ant at the time. He managod to place his name on the bal-
lot but lost in 2 landslide. He popped up agahl like s jack-
in-the-box when the next election ralled ground. e appar
ently, really wanted to be Secretary. Tressurer of a nice big
treasury ke that of District 12, Again he went down to
2 sad defeat. The third #ime the miners laughed and called
him the "Panuma Mauler” but they didn't elect him.

Finally, however, he landed a job, Tom Myerscough, one
time president of the now defunct National Miner’s Union,
in his excellent pamphlet, THE NAME I8 LEWIS o
JOHN L., explains this happening in the following way:

“Fohn M, Walker, at that time president of Distriet 12,
UM WA, was guite annoyed with the persigtence of Lewis's
gueat for office, so he wrote to Samuel Gompers, suggest-
ing that in return for the support Sammy and his policies
had paceived from him for so leng, he wanted an appoint-
ment for the pest, John L. Tewis. He did rot care what
sort of a job GGompers would give the ‘Blankety-blank son-
of-g-sea-cook Lewis’ just so he got the hell out of Hlinois.

“"Gompers, reslizing the need for support im hix own
oft-challenged position, decided to give Lawis a job. The
Place was Pittsburg. The jeb, to organize steel workers”,

He started from scrateh and aecomplished what the
A, P of L. leadership censidered the impossible., he or-
ganized steel workers! Soon the steel hosses found that they

could not bulldeze Lewis, Rut there sre more ways than
one te skin 2 labor leader,

The fiscal agent of the U. 8, Steel Corporation was
Alexander R, Hamilton. After John's first misstep {he waa
charged with having endorsed a check made out to him by
Hamilton), which put him in the power of this Machiavell-
ian charseter, Hamilton’s fine lizlian hand was easily dis-
cernible in all of Lewis' moves, It was not the votes of the
miners that carried Lewis to the Presidency of the UMW.
A, but Alexander K, #lamilton.

After Hamilton put an end to Lewils’ cureer as a steel
organizer he decided to use him in his campaign for con-
trol of the U MW.A. He urranged a meeting for Lewis.
An eyewitness, quoted in Myerscough's pamphlet, gives us
the following account of the meeting which tock place in
the back room of a saloon:

*In that back room were all the local fakers of the 1
M.W.A, — the Van Bittner gang, They were already on the
Hamiiton payroll. Hamilten came forward to greet Lewis
and assured him that the ‘boys” were OH. and that he
would be too ~— if he would play ball with the pang”

in 1916, Hamilton found his opporiunity o slp lewis
into the M W.A. At this period there was a tremendous
rank-and-file reaction against the Van Bittuer gang in Pitts-
burg.

Van Bittner's defest was certain and Hamilton found
his chance to nse Lewis now to good advaniage. One of the
Beaard members, by some cutrious accident, heeame indisposed
and Lewis was thrown in to fill the gap. Hamilian depended
upon Lewis to turn the tables, {0 quiet the insurgents and
suzure the replacoment of Van Bittner and Hanaway, his
chief Heutenant, with another nice "safe” leadership. And
he did! Lewis, as chabrman and spokesttan for the “Com-
mission of Five” saw to it that Philllp Murray, and an ex-
cop, Robert Gibbons, were stuck into the gaps left vacant
by Van Bittner and Hanaway, The miners did not discover
how they had been hoaxed untll Van Dittner was appointed
“specinl representative to the Internativsal President” and
Hanaway made *“Provisioua] President” of the Southern
West Virginia Disztrict No. 28,

Through his herole efforts in the 1416 convention lawis
was taken off the general A. F. of L. payroll and given &
job with the U.MW.A. 3s business manager of the AL
W.A journsl. Hamilton was a genius, Lewis was on the road
to the top, and giving him a magazine to advertise himself
with was not a bad way to start

Then came the war and Lawis made the most of #. The
International FPresudent of the UMW.A. went off fo war
to be the lsbor adviser of War Emergency Fuel Commis-
slon.

With White off to the wuar, Frank J. Hayes, the vice-
president stepmped up into the Presidency, The Exeeutive
Board then selected a new Viee-President, John L. Lewis..

Lewis was now almost to the top, without benefit of
hallot.

How Lewis and Hamilton disposed of Hayes is an al-
most unbelievable stary. William 2. Fosier in relating the
story in hiz MISLEADERS OF LABOR caliz it a "Borglan
Strategem”, Hayes was an honest but weak man much ad-
mirad by the misers. Fe was coerced into going with a del-
egation to Paris to “forge a link between the soldiers in
Franee and the industrial soldiers at home” {an idez of
Hamilton's), Paris proved his undoing. Myerscough claims
that Hayes contracted syphillis from a fart hired by Ham-
ilton, Whether this iz true or not, Haves wuz s changed

man when he returned. When he left Ameriea he was a tee-
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totaler; when he returned he was a sick man apd a drunkard.
He called off his engagement to 2 stenographer in the I,
M.W.A, office and hied himself off to & sanitorium where
ene of Hamilten's pet seoundrels, a K. €. Adams, waited
upen him daily with whiskey in one hand and a resignation
for Hayes to sign in the other. Ome day Hayes signed.

Johe L. Lewis was now President of the UM W.A., He
had arrived.

Now the guestion arises, did he bite the hand that
pushed him up the ladder, or did Hamilien judge his man
correctly when he chese him for a stooge?

Let's look at the record,

Lewis had a chanee to prove which side of the fence
he was on almost as soon as he came inte office. The war
had pushed the cost of living sky-high and the wages of the
miners were now insufficient to care for thelr needs. They
wanted and needed more wages and they let Lewis know
about it in no uncertain ferm. On November 1, 1919 he called
a nation.wide strike of the bituminous miners. Qwver 70 per
cent of the workers responded. It looked like sure vietory
and the operators were worried. The government stepped
in and & Federal judge issued a sweeping injunction against
all strike action.

This gave the patriot Lewis z vehicle for betrayal and
he ordered the men back to work with his famous words
“We cannot fight the government”. However, most of the
strikers theught differently sbout government strike-break-
ing, and disregarding Lewis, stayed out until a slight in-
crease was granted and the operators agreed fo abide by
the decision of an impartial commisgion. The impartial com-
mission furned out to be not so impartial and in THinoiz the
miners refused fo accepl thelr decision despite the threats
of President Lewis and their district president Farrington.
They led an outlaw strike which wrung from the operators
further concessions,

Amna Rochester, in her book LABOR AND COAL, says:
“Another great strike in 1922 was even more openly be
trayed. Before the wage agreements oxpired on April 3§,
bituminous operafors proposed district settlements.. A na-
tion wide strike was ealied, but the day before it began un-
iont officigls in Western Kentucky {Dist. 23} quietly signed
up for a renewsl of the old terms until April 1823, A few
days later union mines in southeastern Kentucky and Temn-
essee (Dist. 19) were signed up for a two year agreement.
Thiz withdrew from the strike two districts where the oper.
ators were in sharp competition with northern coal fields
and set an official seal upon scabbing by union members on
the striking fellow members. After Farrington broke with
Lewis, he helped fo eirculate the report that Kentucky op-
erators had paid Lewis $180,800 for letting them operate
while northern mines were closed”,

Apparently Lewls was still a2 man who couid be “deaht”
with, Hamilton's “Man Friday” remained Joyal

1 took the miners until 1921 fo build up any sizeable
opposition t¢ the Lewis regime. Tt started in Kansas around
the case of Howat and Dorchy, two Kansas District officials,
whom Lewis had expelled because they had defied the state
compulsory arbitration law and called a strike for back pay.
They were jailed for thiy militant action and Lewis took the
opporfunity to oust them. Only Lewis was allowed te make
and break strikes.

The rank-znd-file rezred up on iis hind legs and de-
manded the reinstalement of Howat and Dorchy who were
very popular, But the Lewis ammy of plug-uglies kept the
insurgents from bringing the issue to fthe floor of either
the 1922 or 1924 Conventions.

Ooposition fo Lewis grew. Progressives within the {In.
ien circulated demands which, when summed up, were some-
thing Lke this: 1) The organization of non.union fields;
2} Protested the squandering of money by Lewis leuten-
ants; 3) Demanded elections that were not elections in name
only; 4} Demanded that expulsions of militonts cease, ete.
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Lewis knew how to deal with rebels and he uszed every
trick in the bag; expulsions, police persecution, sirong-arm
men, ote. He also started a campaign of red-baiting ecom-
pared to which, the activities of Willle Hearst are infantile.

The Lewis machine never worried ahout elections. Fare-
ington, at & time when he wax Lewis’ right arm, boldly de-
elared at a union meeting:

“I do not care a damn whether you vete for me or not.
Ay long aas ¥ carry z card in the Miners' Union I'll be Pre-
sident of District 12%

The {1.M.W.A. boasts of as militant 2 rank and file as
any unien in the country. Despite Lewis’ reign of ferror,
opposition candidates were pushed forward at euch con-
vention. In 1922 the miners pushed forward Alex Howatt
of Kanzas and Robert Harlin of Seatile against the Lewls-
Murray slate. The miners voted but Lewis does not care
how they wote as long as he can count ballots, Howsatt, who
had 90 per cenrt of the miners behind him was defeated. He
also swiped the elections frem George Voyzey in 1924 and
from Johu Brophy in 1826, When Brophy opposed him, Lew-
is offieially claimed 373,000 votes as apainst 68,000 for
Brophy. This would make a total of 223,000 votes cast for
an actual membership of 273,000, a manifest fraud, as re-
turns from hundreds of lecals, assembled by the left wing,
showed not more than one third of the miners actually veted.
In Dist. 81 West Virginie, which had 377 dues payers, 14
thousand wvotes rolled in for Lewis. In the Pittsburgh dis.
triet one third of the locals voting had no existence excoept
on paper. These non-existant leeals came to be known as
“Lewis' sky blue localg”.*

Finslly, in 1928, the anti-Lewis feeling reached & peint
where a split in the union was inavitable.

The opposition, realizing the impossibility of ousting
Tewis and his firmly entrenched machine, called the first
convention of the National Miner's Undon in Pittsburgh.

An eye.witness at this unusual convention gives the
following account:

“Evary known and nnknown payroller of the UM W.A,,
big and little, except Lewis himself, was in Pittsburgh. Every
local umfon mental weakling or slugger, and any person
whether a miner or not whe would take & few dollars to
do a dirty job was there... Fortunately, none of us had been
horn the night before..

“Ihe Lewis gang came on with blackjacks and various
weapons. They believed an easy job awaited them. They
didn't suspect they could be stopped; but they were stopped,
yes, and dropped, some of them,

“We anticipated correctly the assistunce they would
get from the Pilishurgh police, whose superiniendent at that
time was a former Jones and Laughlin Steel Co, Cosl and
Iron police chief”.

The upshot of the affair was that the first convention
of the National Miners’ Union was held in jail. An asuspi-
cious beginning indeed for what promised to be z militant
Union.

Unfortunately, the N.M.UL fell into the hands of Stalin's
foreign legion and it soon went the way of all Communist
unions. it spent so much time in defending the Soviet Un-
ion and agitaeting for self-determination for ithe black belt
that it dig little to cement the ranks of the mass of miners
crying for organization. After a time, as a political man-
opuver, it was liguidaied,

Official and unofficial apologists for Lawis prefer to
#loss over the Lewls of the #0s and make much of the new-
born Lewis that came into being with N.LR.A.

There is no guestion but that the plug-ugly John L. did
have a change of face, Lewis was always a stawnch republi-
¢an, He alsc had ambitions to he Seeretary of Labor. The
republicans did not come across with the cherished job so
when Roosevell came inte office and the blue eagle hatched

*“Misleaders of Laber™ by William Z. Foster



& job for Lewis as a labor adviser in the new administra-
tion, John I. swapped horses.

Bat in order to be part of the new “liberalized” govern-
ment it became necessary for him o change his complexion
to a faint shade of pink. Much is made of the fact thal
after the NIRA he set oub and organized great masses of
miners. What he really did was to allew these miners, whe
for years had been pleading for organization, to come inte
the UM WA

John 1. suddenly became the hero of the Communist
Party and the Hberal press. For the C. P. this attitude was
2 natural outcome of thelr new Hine handed down by the Tth
Congress of the C.1; as for the poor benighted liberals, they
pever can manage to remember what heppenaed the day be-
fore yesterday.

But if John L. was to widen his sphers of influence he
must set himself up as superior to the other leaders of the
A. ¥, of L., for they too had taken advantage of the NIRA
to sweall the dues paying ranks of the unions

1fe became the apostle of industrial wnionism. His whols
Hife he had spent in forcing the most insidious forms of
craft separatism upon the miners. Then suddeniy, in the
A. 7. of L. conventions in San Francisco and Aflantic City
he became the valant fighter for industrial unionism. As

& result of the ensuing fight the C.1O. was formed

The €.LO. is the new hope of American labor, we are
told. Perhaps we may be excused if we cock a doubting
eyebrow. When z figer changes his stripes he still remains
& tiger. A Lewis, with or withont stripes, is still o us a
ruthless enemy to fought at every step.

Nor do we place any faith in some of his co-workers
in the 1.0, such as the well-known labor fakers in the
clothing trades, Hillman and Dubinsky, apostles of class
collaboration as the essence of {rade-unionism; or MacMah-
on whose policy in the U/F.W. A, has been suffered for years
by a rank and file that has been forced te dual unionism in
more instances than in any other union in Amevica; the
record of George L. Berry, is hardly sweeter than John
L.'s own.

We have been, st all times, in the forefrent for indusi-
rial unionlsm and ¥ is for this reasen ithat we see Lewis
and his gang 45 a menace. Real industrial unionism with
a revolutionary base is a way oui for the working dass;
the spurious comnivings of Lewis and his itk can only lead
to the farther disiflusionment of the American workers and
can sct only as a hrake upon social prugress.

—LAVID LAWRENCE

real wages in the russian city

Er S — T T

With the totul abolition of the ration cards #s i means

of distributing food and clothing to the city workers
of the USSR, it becomes at last a matter of simple figures
for us to determine quite definitely what the s{andard of
Hving is for the worker

At the present time {September 1838), the Soviet off-
iein] figures give the average wage as 308 rubles monthly.
it does not appear fo an investigator to be as high as this,
but it is best to accept this figure, as it lends ifself easily
to division. The official statement sets the lowest wage at
101 rubles. On the upper side, however, the monthly wage
may, and often does, veach 3,800 rubles, while in extra-
ordinary cases it may reach 10,608, 20,660 or even more
(this is very unusual, however). The meaning of these fig-
ures in reference te our average is sufficiently obvious: by
far the preater part of the workers receive between 101
and 360 rubles.

It iz best, too, to accept the official rate of the twenty-
cent ruble, and we shall do go from this point on, for the
purposes of our caleulation. This brings us to an average
wage for the Russian city worker of 360 a month, or §14
a woek, This figure must be borne in mind, as it is the only
thing which will afford ns 2 real pictare of what the living
standard of the worker is and must be,

in the table below will be found practically all the food-
stuffs now normally consumed in Moscow. Their price has
heen translated into centy per Ib. or ‘per unit, using the 20
cent ruble. At the right, the column indicates the approxim-
ate ratio between the Russian and the American price for
the same material, Tt i3 necessary io remember thai in al-
most every case the American product is superior, of course.

Article Price per lh or piece Approximate ratio
Black bread 3 .07 b 1
Cabbage b7 2
Watermelon B0 each 2
White bread 22 b, v,
Bologna {not best}) T - 1.0 23
Duteh cheese (not best) 116 3
Candy 36 - 3.00 3

Plims, smail iy 3

Meats (soup meat io pork) 65 - 1.08 3
Egrs 1.44 doz. 4
Fish (bad to good) 27 - 1.08 3
Macaroni 46 4
Butter (fair fo good} 1.65 - 2.00 4%
Tomatoes 27 b
Coffe {really chicory} 112 B
Flour {worst) i &
Flour ¢hest} 42 g
Sugar 85 . 40 i
Potatoes 16 6
Diry beans 34 &
Crackers (swect-poor grade) 100 8
Rice {best) Ritl) 8
Groats A0 8
Tea {worst} 4.55 B
Taa (best} 7.25 8
Dried prane 46 g
Little apples 32 g
Big apple, Big orange

Big Lemon 60 each 12
Dried peas 1.89 Ib 24

It will thus be seen that if the worker is to buy any-
thing other than black bread and watermelon and cabbage
and belogna he must pay for it at an average of 5 fo &
times what he pays here. He has, however, the following
important compensations: {1) His rent is extremely low, not
usuzlly amounting to more than 5 fo 16 per cent of his
salary ($3 to $6); this sllows him to spend a much great-
er proportion of the salary for gnods than the American
worker, who must spend 25 per cent or more for rent (Of
course the housing condifions are of a much lower stand-
ard}. {2) He is not unemployed. {3) The whole family works,
while children are taken care of by the kindergariens.

But in the category of compensations must net be
counted insurance {clinics, vacations, ete}, for premivms
for such imsurance are deducted regularly from the sal-
ary aleng with voluntary loans, contributions and taxes. In
fact, these deductions amount regularly to some 18 per cent
of the monthly wage, and deductions of as mmch as 30 per
cent are not uncemmon. Therefore & proper appreciation
of the insurance factor can be made only on one hasis or



the other, but not on both; either the salary is in reality
not 14 dollars weekly, but 31250 — and the worker Is in-
sured; or he gets $14, but pavs high insurance rates out
of this,

'The prices of clothing awmd other manufactured goods
continue excessively high, and the quality peor. The average
proportion of prices for similar items in Americs is even
more matkedly differcnt thun in the cases above but sinee
guality is all-important in these mabters, the comparison
will have to awalt the establishment of 2 “Consumers’ Un-
ton” in the Soviet.

¥ is sufficiently obvious that the average real wage
of the Russian cit_t,_f worker iz net higher than §8 to $6 a2

week in terms of our own wages. This in spite of an ap-
parent abundance of materials and foods, That there is con~
siderably moere material available now than a few years
age is unguestioned. But it is mot more available to the
average - and particularly o the below-average — worker.
The extra food, clothing and other goods go lmke the hands
of the higher-pald worker, who does not accumulate money,
but lives eomparatively well and accumulates things —
books or ciothes or cups or chairs. The dizerepancics in sal-
ary have been steadily prowing since Stalin’s speach in 1931
condemning equalizalion of wages as petiy-bourgeoizs and
it apparently is to continuc.
-1, ROSENBLUM

JUSTICE AT HOME AND ABROAD

+ FRCM SIBERIA TO SPAIN

Otheiio Gagei, an Halian libertariun, deported to Siberia

by order of theG.P.U., demands the right to give his
life for the vietory of the Spanish Revelution. The case of
this revolutionary worker, condemned to 26 vesrs imprison-
ment in Italy following a workers' uprizging there but who
ascaped and took refuge in the ILE.S.R. is well known Ar-
rested on the 2nd of January, 1935 with thousands of olbars
as suspects following the Kirov mssassination, he was sen-
tenced, without trial, along with his wife, to 3 years ip
Siberia.

The protests which arore throughout the world against
the infamous procecdings of the police regime failed to help
our comrades. On the contrary, the infamy was pushed fo
the extent of refusing to allow his wife to go to the same
place a3 he - one is in Asiatic Siberiz in a small village
fost on the Colini River, the other in the sand deserts of
Central Asia, st Sempolingk.

To characterize the spirit of the men whom the Bol-
shevik government is bent upon persecuting and whom it
always dubs “counter revolullonary”, we reprint the reguest
that Othello Gaggl sent to the authorities:

15-8-38
“To the Tglian Section of the Hird Infernational:
Eeguest:

“In Spain the crystallization of the anli-foseist
forces for the defense of the revolution i3 an ae-
complished fuct,

“The blue blouses of the Spanish Workers and
peasunts present an unsurmountable barrier fo the
march of the foseist hordes, The victory of the bar
barie bands of France would mean the wniversal
strengthening of Foscism, terror and wer,

“We should with oll our effective solidarity aid
the Spanish people in their heroie baitle for the
triumph of the social revolution.

“As For myself, after having fought against the
hordes of Mussolini in 1921 and having been con-
demne to 30 years imprisonment, I demand that
you, anti- Fascists, permit me fo leave as a volunteer
to Spain to fight there, and die if it be necessary,
for the social revolution”,

For: €. 1. DA,
HEM DAY

« ZENZL MUEHSAM

Zenzi Muehsam, widow of the famed anarchist poet, Erich

Mushsam, who suffered death two years age In a Nazi
concentration camyp is incarcerated in some Russian prison.
Invited by Helen Strassova to Russia as a place of refuge
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from Hitlerland, as well as to ald in the puhlication of her
hisband’s works, her free spirit soon incurred the wrath
of Stalin's dictatorial lackeys. Did Zenzl Muehsam openly
disapprove of certaln conditions in Russia? We do not know.
There are no direct accusations; ne evidence is given. It
is merely that “behind Zenz! Muehsam are hidden enemies
of the TLY.8.R. who wish to use her stay in Hussia to en-
ter into communication with counter-revolutionary Trotsky-
ites”. World wide clamor against the imprisonment of se
revolutionary and non-partisan a spirit brought the Russ-
ian statemert the “Zenzl Muchsam was expelled from the
territery of the U.B8.R. for having abused the right of
asyhum”.

Behind all the hvpocrisy of the Hussian government we
note that Zenzl Muehsam hag done nething, buat that be-
hind her are hidden "the snemies of the TLESR” ¥ is the
vietim that pays, not the criminal -~ the fever of fear sur-
rounding dictatorships runs riot. All free thinking individ-
nals are suspeeted. Zenzl was alleged fo have been expelled
by the 26th of July. However, this is merely another menns
practiced frequemtly fo stop growing agitation. But agita
tion must continue untd she is freed from this “land ol
asylum” which has delivered Petrini to Hallan Faselsm and
sent Othello Gaggi to Siberia

These Spanish Communists, fighting side by side with
the O.N.T. and F.AL, should know of the misdeeds of their
leaders in the Kremlin, whose orders they follow,

» UNDERGROUND WORK IN GERMANY

!n gpite of the ferrible persecutions the underground move-

ment in Germany is growing stronger from day te day.
The monster frials in Wupperthal, Hamburg, Berlin, Dort-
mund, Dresden and Madpeburg, where hundreds of work-
ers were on trial, bear witness to it The whole country is
covered with 8 net of secret organizations, the basis of
which are the factorigs, There the underground propsganda
is carried on by the so-cslled “Funfergruppen” {groups of
five). In the mines and factories of the Rubr district and
in the other larger cilies of the couniry these groups even
colleet money among the workers to help the fight of their
Spanizh hrothers,

In 1835 Hitler's Justice has sentenced members of the
underground movement to 12,020 years and 2 mouths im-
prizsonment,

Only in the month of December (German Anti-fascists
were sentenced fo 413 years hard labor and 1536 years im-
prisonment. Among them were:

54 Social-Democerats.

49 Communists,

21 members of the Socialist Workers Party.
11 Anarcho-Syndicalista,



4 members of the International Red Ald.
5 trade nnionists.

As to the other 26 workers, it is not known to which
movement they helonged.

Traring 1985, 148 workers, poasanis and intellectuals
ware killed in the concentration cumps or elsewhere.

In Fehruary, 1836 German antl-Fascists have been sen-
tenced fo 96 years hard labor (Zuchthans) and 300 yeurs
imprisonment (ordinary prizon). SBiuce then the German
government has prohibited the publication of statistics of
political persecations. But the monster $rials in overy part
of the country apeak a language of thelr own.

Paring the last two months & great number of Nagls
have been arrested, among them Wilkelm Kube, ane of the
most ferocious hangrien among the Nazl leaders, It looks
ag 1f Hitler is preparing a new purge.

Knowing that the Hitler gavernment does not allow any
news from abroad about the Furopesn situation, members
of the Punfergruppen, amang them manry Anarcho-Syndic-
alist ¢omrades, cross the bovders of the meighbouving coun-
trigg verv frequently in order to study the foreign press.
I'hen they corne back and spread, in the factories, the news
they have acqguired, Thus the CGerman warkers are very well
informed about the gigantie struggle {n Spain.

During the three years of Hitler's dictatorship the av-
erage wages of the German workers have been reduced from
42 marks f0 21 marks & week, while ihe cost of living has
inereared 18 per centd.

s JUSTICE IN IDAHO

The militant struggle for more wages and sanitary camp

canditions culminating in & strike of the I. W. W. in the
fdaho lumber regions hag not been waged without the usual
capitalistic viclenee. A trail of death, deporiation and im-
prigenment {5 left hehind

Four lumber workers have been iried at Coeur d*Alene
for assault with deadly woapons on the person of Ralph
Smith, foreman. Their unocence was assailed only hy Smith
whose testiinony exelodes all possibility of corvoboration.
Latest news informs us that the defendants have been sen-
tenced to 00 days imprisonment sach.

Shots fired by company gunnen cxippled one picket by
shattering his pelvis; auother had his spine severed render-
ing hm paralyzed for life; while others are still in the
hospital of Arofine, ancertain whether they will recover.
The timber barens have secured their share of “justice™.
Martial law was declared in the hopes that the restriction
of picketing would produce scabs. When martisl law failed
to produce this effeet Governor RHozs of Idaho threatened
mass deporfetions. The workars answered by mass visits lo
the sirike zone. Representaiives of the General Defense Com-
mittes of the I W. W. were arrested when they visited the
men in the hospital aud in jall, and were palitely kidnupped
and taken outside of the state by the militia. The entire
strike commmittee was deported even though every mem-
ber of It was a registered voter of the county in which they
were taken into cnstoedy.

» LINDWAY APPEAL BEFORE
U. 8. SUPREME COURT

Mike Lindway is in a prison hospital awaiting the resulis

of the appeal by the General Defense Committee o the
U, 8. Supreme Court. Mike i{s the victim of & plot hatched
by the open-shop Assoclated Industries of Cleveland and the
National Berew and Mamufaetaring Co. of Cleveland of whieh
he was a worker and militant vnion 1pember. In an effort
fo get rid of him the vandal squad planted a stick of dyna-
imnite in his howne. They bioke into his home without search
warrant, descended to the hasement and without witnesses
present “found™ the dynamite. Tf a conviction on this evi-

dence i{¢ ailowed no militant worker is secure from arvest
and imprisovment. We must rally to the aid of Mike Lind-
way and the General Defense Committee in its effert fo
prevent his unjust impriscument and in its attempt to pre-
vent the use of such “evidenee" in courts,

+ COURT OF APPEALS TO
HEAR DEPORTATION CASE

he case of Domenick Sallitto who has been ordered de-

ported to Italy by the U.8 Department of Labor was ar-
gued in the U, 8. Circuit Gourt of Apeals for the Second
District, during the week of Oetober 5, 1836, The case comes
on appesl from & decision of the Distriet Court dismissing
a writ of habeas corpus lagt March. The appeal is based on
the contention that there was no substantial evidence te sup-
port the charge of membership in a proseribed organiza-
tion, The verdiet of the court iz now being anxiously a-
waited.

As we go to_ press we learn that Ferrero’s case is to
be heard on Monday, Gctober 19th.

Szllitte, who hasg lived in the U. 8. for 15 years, was
firat arrested in Oakland, Calif, in April 1834, together with
Vineent Ferrero. The latter, also held for deportation has
becn here for 80 years. These two werkers were operating
a ¢mall restayrant at the time and were zingled out for
their activities as anti-fascists and because they dared to
rent some office space to the editor of the anarchist paper
“Man™. Both men face persectubtion and possible death if
deported ta Ttaly. Sallitto has a motherless, American born
¢hild,

elections -- the long range view

{eantinned from page T)
taking the same form of willful saboiage as i already man-
ifests Hself in France and Spain.

The enecuragement of the labor unions will lead to an
intensified ciass struggle in which the positian of the Rooge-
velt government will beevme as precarious as that of Leon
Bhan. The cotlapse of the temporary, purely factitious pros-
pority, made nevitable by the deepening of the basic dis
proportions of the modern gconmnie systern, will intensify
the economic chaos and will gradually alienate considerable
sections of the middle and petty bourgeoisie now forming
the hasic support of the Hoosevelt adminisiration.

The gefzat of the Republican party will alse drive the
powerfnl economie groups inte the direction of open sup-
port of demagagie movements of the Fascist type, which
by that time will have learned to speak the language of the
masses, to give 4 distorted expression, in the form of crude,
demagogic fanciful programs, to the aspivations of the pet.
tv bourgeocls farmers and more backward workers disil-
tusioned by the failure of the New Deal policies.

This procers is already beginning o take place in France
and there iz no reason to think that the same situation will
not arize lere. The Peoples’ Front i3 visibly cracking up in
France and it will herdly withstand the strain of a grow-
g social erisiz right here in Ameriea.

To be prepared for this situation means to rise above
the narrow perspective of election struggles. I means to
begin building up & strong movement of revolationary in-
dustrial unions, of independent mass organizutions of ynem-
ployed definitely oriented upon the inevitebility of a social
expiosion cotnting as a result of an intensified economic eris
is. It iz from this point of view that we can safely igmorve
the present day etection with its seemingly momentous is-
sues, The latter are only emerging upon the horizon of Am.
erican life. They will bhe fought out in the Iast decisive
stage an an altogether different plane than presidential ol-

ections,
—IENEX
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the new stalinist chauvinism

(Extracts from an article in Internationsl Press Ceorresp-
ondence No, 38, August 22, 1836.}

“An Jmportant Manifeste of the C. P. of Italy by Nicoletti”.

n view of this new situation, the C. P. of Tialy has ad-

dressed a most important manifests to the people of Italy,
a manifesto which is of great political and historical sig-
nificance. This manifesto shows the way to the salvation
of Ttaly and of peace thru the reconciliation and the unifica-
tion of the whole people -— Faseists and non-Fascists —
in the eommmon fight against the real enemy of the people
and of the nation: capitalism.

“The manifesto says: “The origin of our suffering and
migery is to be found in the fael that Italy is ruled by &
handful of big capitalists, parasifes on the labour of the
nation, whe do not flineh from starving the people if they
can only be assured of ever-increasing profits, and who are
driving the country inte war in erder to extend the scope
of thelr specitations and to ineresse theip profits..

‘Only the brotherly union of the people of Italy brought
about by the reconciliation of Fagelsts and non-Fascists will
be in & position to break the power of the blodsuckers in
onr eountry and to enforce the fulfiliment of those promiszes
which have been made to the masses of the people for many
years, without being kept)

‘The present foreign policy of Haly, however, has, thru
the Austro-German agreement, sacrificed the Independence
of Austria to the anmexation plans of Germany, and opened
the way towards Bremnner and Trieste to Hitlerizm. It was
not for this olm that 660,000 Halisn seldiers fell in the last
war - in order to open the way to the Adriatic for German
imperiglism....."

“YAsx the manifesto explains the idea of a reconciliation
of the people, it emphazizes the necessity of liguidating the
guarrel between Fascists and anti-Faseists, the necessity for
an amnesty for pelitical prisoners and fer the abolition of
the Special Court. ¥ then proceeds:

Lat us reach out our hands te each other, children of
the Italian nation, Fascists and Communists, Catholics and
Socialists, people of all opinions, and let us march side by
side to ¢nforce the right of existence of the citizens of a
elvilized country as ours is' ",

We should Hke to hear Earl Browder’s explanation of
thiz *Marxist-Leninizt- Stalinist” methed of fighting imper.
jalism. ¥s this part of the new line, Barl?

united libertarian organizations

Two months age several anarchist groups and LW.W. bran.

ches formed the “United Libertarian Organizations” to
help carry on the fight against Spanish Fascism and te
aid the revolutionary workers there in every way possible.

The U.1.0. has established 2 speakers burean and has
been carrying on a mass meeting campaign to show the
workers that only direct action ean destroy Fascism and
to present to the workers the new world being built under
the inspiration of the Spanish libertarians, The most sig-
nificant achievement of the U.L.O. is the publication of a
4 page newspaper, the “Spanish Revolution™ whick has al

WANTED: Someone with car in N. Y. to help with circula-
tion of Vangnard & Spanish Revolution by distributing on
newsstands,

WANTED: Young men and women to seil Libertarian Lit-
erature. Liberal commiszions. Comimunicate with Vanguard,
45 W. 1%k Street, New York City.

ready sttained a circulation of 7000, With the proper
eooperation of all comrades this paper can become an in-
dispensable factor in giving the American people a true
picture of the revelution in Spain.

The VANGUARD, naturally, cannot print news of the
day-to-day happenings in Spain. For up to-the.minute in-
formation read the *SPANISH REVOLUTION".

Defend our Brothers in Spain
MASS MEETING

Irving Plaze Hali
15th Street & Irving Place New York City

SUNDAY OCTORER 25th, 1936 af 1:00 P, M.

Augpices: United Libertarian Organizstions

ANNUAIL BAZAAR
FREIE ARBEITER STIMME
at the
STUYVESANT CABINO
2nd Ave. & 9th 8! New York City
November 26th, 27th, 28th and 29th

See a yood play and at the same time help the
VANGUARD
i by buying & ticket to the WPA production of
“IT CANT HAPPEN HERE"
by Sinclair Lewis
Adeliphi Theatre, New York City
ww  Wednesday Eve., November 4th 1988
Tickets ean be gotten by writing to VANGUARD, or
at office of the Freie Arbeiter Stimme, 45 W, 1Tth
St., N. Y. The best orchestra seats for only fifty-five
eents (55¢).

Fhe VANGUARD must become a bi-weekly
magazine. Things are happening ton fast these
days. We cannot sit by and wait a month or two
before giving omr evaluation of the important
news of the day. Besides, we have to omit many
good articles that we feel you would like to read.

Today marks the beginning of ouwr eampaign
for a bi-weekly VANGUARD., If we bave enough
subscribers we can succeed. Therefor: the first
object of cur campaign is:

1000 NEW SUBS BY DECEMBER FIRST

If every present subscriber gets another per-
son to shell out one doliar (or if you renew your
subscription NOW) we'll be well on our way to-
wards the goal of 1000 new subs.

Watch for more developments in the cam-
paign.

Let us see how moany of these forms you will
send w in the next iwo weoks.

Enclosed find one dollar for a year's subserip-
tion to VANGUARD, Mail the magezine to:

Name

C‘ity ............. P -State.... ...... P
Address all inquiries and send all monies to

VANGUARD, 45 W. [/th 5t. New York, N.Y.




