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Negro Struggle Sharpens

The fight of the Negro people for recognition as first class
human beings, against the opposition of white racists, in both
north and south, continues on many fronts. The character of
our small publlcatlon does not permit us to give it the full
coverage that it merits, since our “news” is likely to be old
by the time we reach our readers. However, we cannot but add
our voice and our efforts to those of. the many others who are
supporting this struggle

The Ybuth March’ for’Iﬁtegration last October attracted
world-wide attention. Some 12,000 young people of all races,
and fromall parts of the country, rallied in Washington D.C.,
where the ‘““little white father” refused to receive their re-
presentatives or accept their petitions.

A second Youth March for Integration will descend on Wash-
ington on Saturday, April 18, '1959. Although we libertarians
are more than skeptical of the practical value of petition
campaigns and protests in Washington, we feel that as a means
of arousing people, and mobilizing masses to the point where
they can feel their strength, sucha movement as this has po-
sitive value. One thing can lead to another. The fight for
school integration is a step in the long upward fight of the
whole American people for greater social justice.

In many sections of the south, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored Pepple (NAACP) is undergoing
severe persecution. Both legal and illegal measures are being
used against them. As usual some of the least legal methods
are being used by the representatives of the established le-
gal authorities.

The Negroes and their organizations have displayed magni-
ficent discipline and excessive restraint in the recent months
of struggle.

One cannot help but wonder at what point the policy of
non-violent resistance practiced so far in Alabama, will have
to be reinforced by realistic actions of self- defense against
the attacks of uniformed thugs, be the uniform the KKK night-
shirt or the blue jacket and badge of the official defenders
of “law and order.”

In any case our place is alongside the people that are
fighting for their elementary rights as human beings. More
power to them.

Yy
T
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Tyranny Shaken In
The aribbean

The overthrow of the odious dictator, Fulgencio Batista,
by a few thousand armed irregulars and the not-too-passive
resistance of the whole Cuban people, has thrilled all lovers
?f Liberty and has given new hope to the millions still writh-
ing under the heels of tyranny in many countries. It has gi-
ven new hope to the people of Santo Domingo and Hungary, of
Nicaragua and Korea, to the tormented masses of Russia and
of South Africa. Every tyrant that falls renews the hope for
a better ultimate tomorrow.

In its subservience to the North American sugar interests
and also to the foreign gambling racketeers, in the venality
within its ranks, and in the excessive brutality of its po-
lice forces, the Batista dictatorship was excelled only by
that of the Trujillo family in the Dominican Republic. Batista
was the first ruler of Cuba to violate the extra-territoria-
lity of the Diplomatic Corps and the traditional inviola-
bility of the University of Havana. The opposition in Cuba
consisted of the near-totality of the population.

Foremost in the struggle against Batista from the begin-
ning was the Federation of University Students (FEU), five
successive presidents of which were murdered by Batista’s jpo-
lice. In all, several thousand students were killed, and they,
on their part, had maintained a running battle with reprisals
against the uniformed thugs, bombings and sabotage, culmin-
ating in an attack on the President- ] Palace (March 13, 1957),
in which Batista himself narrowly escaped the justice of the
enraged youth of Havana.

Fidel Castro’s 26th of July Movement was not based direct-
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ly on either the workers’ or the peasants’ or the student-in-
tellectual movements as such. Although its origin goes further
back, its effective action started with the landing of 82 men
in the southeastern province of Oriente, December 2, 1956.
Nearly all of this original invasion force were killed almost
immediately. The survivors fortified themselves in the rough-
est mountain terrain of the Sierra Maestra where hundreds
flocked to join them. The permanent armed resistance of this
small guerrilla army in the hills inspired the masses more
than had the numerous sporadic demonstrations and outbreaks
in the large cities. The romantic appeal was tremendous. Re-
bellious acts elsewhere in the island were many times erro-
neously credited to the 26th of July Movement. The popular
imagination was fired with the vision of the bearded rebel on
horseback. To a considerable extent the red and black banner
of Fidel Castro came to symbolize the whole struggle against
Batista.

Every revolutionary movement against tyranny has, by its
very nature, some social content, and that of Fidel Castro
has been no exception. However the 26th of July Movement has
only advocated consistently one thing—-the overthrow of Ful-
gencio Batista. Little indication was given as to what should
be done the day after victory. No bold program of social
transformation was presented, simply a vague promise of “de-
mocracy.” There were occasional general references to agrar-
ian reform and more rural schools but nothing very concrete
even in the way of promises.

In the flush of victory, Fidel announced that United States
interests would be protected and encouraged, while his bro-
ther Raul declared that the foreigners’ strangle-hold on Cu-
ba’'s sugar mills and plantations must be broken through ex-
propriation. This lack of a consistent, positive program at-
tracted political opportunists of all shades. Catholic Action
and the Communist Party were both active and influential in
the 26th of July ranks during the months in the mountains,
and presumably still are, in spite of Castro’s anti-communist
statements.

In the course of the struggle, Fidel Castro has given ev-
idence of a totalitarian orientation. His prima donna attitude
is well known. Until the signing of the Pact of Caracas, he
openly refused to cooperate with other revolutionary opposi-
tion forces on anything resembling a basis of equality.

The Revolutionary Directorate, composed of students (FEU),
intellectual and other elements, had stepped up its fight in
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the urban centers and had managed to establish a “second front”
with its own guerrilla forces in the Sierra del Escambray of
Central Cuba. It was primarily these people of the Escambray
and the ‘“Autenticos’ who later took the city of Santa Clara,
precipitating the final military phase of the revolution.

The anti-Batista labor elements, grouped largely around the
“Autenticos’ Party of ex-President Carlos Prio Socarras and
the Libertarian Association, found grounds for cooperation
with the Revolutionary Directorate. Fidel Castro however, re-
jected all proposals aimed at coordinated action unless he
were first recognized as the supreme leader of the revolution.
A general strike that might verywell have overthrown Batista
months ago was aborted and failed miserably due to this lack
of coordination.

A military stalemate had been reached. Batista had been
well armed by the U.S. and Great Britain. The growing ranks
of the revolution lacked the armament for a military victory
and the program for a political victory. At this point, Rb-
mulo Betancourt, ‘“democratic-socialist” President-elect of
Venezuela, called a unity conference of representatives of
the various anti-Batista organizations. Out of this confer-
ence came the Pact of Caracas, in which, by way of “compro-
mise,” Castro’s candidate for the provisional presidency—-—
Urrutia-~was accepted by all of the groups in the interest of
unity. : e : : it

This Pact was the condition fop,unlimippd=Venézuelan sup-
port, and arimament from Venezuela flowed into Cuba in large
amounts. The big push was prepared, strategically well-timed
to coincide with the ‘eve of the sugar harvest.” Santa Clara
was occupied and the revolution. had cut’the island 'in’ the
middle. With the harvest due and un-postponable, the econom-
ic and military position of the Government had become unten-
able. The rats started to abandon the ship; Batista took oft
for Trujillo-land to join Peron and Perez Jimenez, his bags
bulging with currency. The Cuban workers came out on general
strike and the mopping-up was then a matter of hours.

Immediately the dictatorship of Batista had fallen, steps
were taken byCastro and Urrutia to assure the greatest poss-
ible concentration of power in the hands of the 26th of July
Movement. The commitments and assurances given the other
groups in the Pact of Caracas were broken. The Urrutia Gov-
ernment was obviously not going to be a “Government of the
Revolution;” it was already a government of the 26th of July
Movement. Elections were scheduled for 18 months in the fu-
ture, in order to give time for the consolidation of this

“provisional’ government.
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The top leadership in all of the labor organizations was

replaced by followers of Fidel Castro. In many cases the old

leaders had been supporters of Batista, but in others they

had not been. Castro’s appointees are mostly individuals who
have been completely unknown as active unionists.

It was announced that all ciwvilians holding arms were to
surrender them to the newly constituted authorities. The Peo-
ple in Arms who had won the revolution were to be disarmed
by the new Man on Horseback.

Following the “liberation,” our comrades of the Libertar-
ian Association of Cuba resumed publication of their paper,
El Libertario, which had been suppressed years before. They
had participated actively in the revolution in close cooper-
ation with the Revolutionary Directorate and in a bloc with
the labor elements of the ‘“Autenticos” Party. Some of them
had fought in the 26th of July ranks and others in the Sierra
del Escambray and in the mountains of Pinar del Rio. In the
first issue of EIl Libertario, they called for the democrati-
zation of the labor unions with no governmental interference,
raising also the demand that there be no disarmament of the
people.

It is too soon to draw any balance sheet of the Cuban Re-
volution. If no concessions are made to the masses in the form
of genuine deep-running social changes, then it may well be
that we have only witnessed its first stage. As matters stand
today, there is definite danger of a new dictatorship with
Fidel Castro, the revolutionary hero of today, firmly in the
saddle. Such adictatorship, based on amass party of yes-men,
might in the long run prove even more dangerous than the one
that preceded it.

In any case, inour enthusiasm over the fall of the tyrant
Batista, we must never lose sight of the full reality. This
has been a partial victory--a great victory--but still a par-
tial one. The Cuban Revolution, although it is a people’s re-
volution, has not yet become a social revolution, and while
the social sores that gave rise to Batista still fester, one
cannot consider the disease afflicting the island to have been
cured.

“ In the broader, ultimate sense, norevolutionary government
could achieve the necessary social transformation that would
solve the problems facing Cuba. This can only be accomplished
by the people themselves, participating actively and directly
in the reorganization of all of society. Without the elimin-
ation of the whole statist principle and the exploitation of
man by man, any number of social reforms can be but pallia-
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tives and not cures.

* % * * * * *
The Cuban Revolution has already set into motion a number

of forces heretofor relatively quiescent, aimed at the elim-

ination of other dictatorial regimes in the Caribbean area.
For decades the Trujillos and the Somozas have ruled Santo

Domingo and Nicaragua as their own private estates. Dynasties
have been established under which the aging or dying dictator
bequeaths the power to another member of his family. All in-
ternal opposition has been ruthlessly suppressed.

Fidel Castro in Cuba and Rémulo Betancourt in Venezuela,
apparently with the support of Figueres in Costa Rica, have
declared their intention of intervening against the remaining
dictatorships in the Caribbean. At the present moment an in-
ternational armed force is being readied to attack Trujillo
under the banner of the 27th of February organization of Do-
minicans in exile. Dominicans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans and oth-
ers are already being recruited for this purpose.

As enemies of tyranny, these revolutionary legionnaires
merit our fullest support, along with the warning that they
beware the ambitions of their leaders. It appears possible
that for Fidel Castro, active support of a revolutionary war
against Trujillo may provide him with the opportunity to fur-
ther consolidate himself at home and build a new modern Cuban
army that can then serve to keep him in power.

In recent decades, it has been axiomatic to say that the
days of the barricades and of guerrilla warfare are over, that
the modern instruments of suppression and repression invali-
date all past experience in these fields. It would be child-
ish not torecognize that tanks and airplanes and atomic bombs
have altered the “science” of revolution. But many of the old
methods can be brought up to date.

and the Cuban

The Hungarian Workers’ Revolution of 1956
a people in

Revolution of 1958 have both demonstrated that
arms is perfectly capable of overcoming the armed might of a
modern state. Herein lies great future hope for the oppressed
on both sides of the ‘“iron curtain.”

Fidel Castro recently requesteda the United States to
withdraw from Cuba, the Military Mission attached to the
U.S. Embassy there. He said thzt since his few guerrillas
had licked the much larger American-trained Cuban army,
it was obvious that the U.S. Military Mission was use-

less.

Gy
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THE TROJAN HORSE
CARRIES THE

CROSS TO LABOR’S CAMP

Recent issues of Views and Comments have quoted liberally
from the official organ of the Mechanics Educational Society
of America (MESA), The MESA Educator. Tt was a pleasure to
note that here was a union which was far above the ordinary
capitalist-minded business unions. Although we do not think
that the MESA, or any other union, should favor ballot box
action or advocate the building of a Labor Party, the MESA
was militant and democratic and animated by socialist ideals.
Despite its affiliation to the AFL-CIO, the MESA courageous-
ly denounced the false policies of the two top leaders, George
Meany and Walter Reuther. It was therefore with considerable
shock that we read in the MESA Educator of Feb. 1959, an ar-
ticle that, in eflect, repudiates everything that this organi-
zation has stood for, and which does not belong in any labor
paper.

The article in question is called: “LABOR IS FLOUNDERING,
IGNORING THE SPIRIT OF UNIONISM.” In the opening paragraph,
i1t rightfully declares that, “Labor is floundering about un-
der the present leadership and the AFL-CIO President Meany
has lost his spirit of trade unionism and is wandering up the
alley of ‘no return’”. Correct also, are the charges that the
activities of the Senate Racket Committee aided by the press
and the bosses are part of aplot to wreck the labor movement,
and the claim that the AFL-CIO leadership is violating the
autonomy of its affiliated unions by forbidding any agree-
ments with the Teamsters Union, agreements which at times are
absolutely necessary for the welfare of some unions in strikes
anc.l other situations.

But when these accusations are made by a Roman Catholic
priest, Father J.L. Donohue, C.S.V., our suspicions are a-
roused. This priest is the chaplain of the Chicago Building
Trades Council and is a member of the Metal Lathers Union.
The tenor of the article shows that the Church is up to its

old tricks. Tt infiltrates the American unions by supporting
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both factions in the AFL-CIO conflict with the Teamsters’
bloc. In this case, :Father Donohue’s part is to help the Team-
sters’ Union and its allies in the building trades. .’ §

Our suspicions are confirmed when we learn that Father Do-
nohue’s union,theMetal:Lathers?AYoted against the egpulsiqn
of the Teamsters’ Union from the AFL-CIO.

We are even more distrustful when we read a hypocritical
defense of the principle of autonomy by a priest of the Cath-
olic Church where there is 'no; autonomy. . Since the Pope,
through hi’s hierarchy, ‘gves the orders and ‘the faithful obey.
It is true that the AFL-CIO leadership had--and has—-no right
to usurp the autonomy of the Teamsters or any other union,
but Father Donohue .conveniently ignores the well-established
fact that the officials in the .Teamsters and other unions do
not themselves practice what they preach. They want only the

unrestricted right to exercise their dictatorship over their:

own organizations. . They want autonomy only for : thémselves.
Thé_wil]lto power knows no bounds. The leaders of the Team-

sters’ bloc as well as their rivals, are labor :impérialists

who are struggling for the domination of the Américan working

class.

That Father Dpnohug‘ is playing-phe¥p61itical game of the
Teams ters’ bloc can be seen by the tenor of the article and

by his own statements. The article declares that, *“...he,
(Father Donohue) commended James Hoffa for aggressive and mi -
litant service. He wished that more men in the labor move-

ment, had: his qualities, for &such alertness would''serve well
in the cold war being waged against organized labor...Perso-
nally, ifI were to get in a war, I would :féel mdre. secure in
having a few Jimmy Hoflas on. my side then some of the Brain
Trust (sic) of the organized labor movement.”” Dohohue’s are
ticle reeks with the labor doctrine of Catholicism. Ignoring
the fact that the most serious charges i against Hoffa, Beck
and others are true, Father Donohue whitewashesthese scurvy

racketeers. He confuses the issue when he fails to point out
that. in the anti-labor war against the unions it was Hoffa

and Co. who supplied the enemy with ammunition.

Father Donohue depicts Hoffa and the other racketéers as
“martyrs” in the cause of labor who are being victimized by
the Senate Rackets Committee and the AFL-CIO leadership. He
even compares them to the “martyrs” of the church in the fol-
lowing terms: “My church is 2,0G9 years old and whenever na-
tions or individuals have sought to destroy it, they first de-
stroyed her Bishops, Priests and Sisters, or marred their
character. Thus the people would be without leadership and

e =
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guidance and would be weakened in their religious beliefs and
practices. Here, too, the enemies of organized labor seek to
destroy the labor movement, through ruining the character and
respect for her leaders, hoping by it to leave the workers
without guidance.”

The workers are being lied to and exploited not only by
the bosses, but also by the Judas Iscariots of the labor move-
ment, the Hoffas, the Meanys and the Becks, the Dubinskys and
the Reuthers.

In attacking the anti-labor bias and distortions of the
press, Father Donohue is very careful to condemn only the se-
cular press, sayingnothing at all about the religious press.
He sneaks in the labor doctrine of his church, which is based
on the proposition that labor and capital should be friends.
He appeals to the Christian sentiments of the bosses and begs
them to “...fall on their knees and pray to Almighty God for
the opportunity of being able to help their fellow-men. When
will they understand that there need be no war, for labor
needs capital and capital needs labor?”

In calling for the resignation of President Meany, this
priest is acting in support of the Hoffa faction in its fight
for control of the labor movement. The strategy is clear.
Should this present tactic fail the ground will be prepared
for the emergence of a rival federation. It is too early to
predict the many possible consequences of this power struggle.
One thing only is certain; the union members stand to be the
losers, labor as a whole will be weakened, and the employers
will be enabled to take maximum advantage of the situation.

Small unions at present affiliated to one or the other of
the big power combinations, but which themselves still retain
a certain amount of autonomy and decency, must struggle to
survive. They are always in danger of being swallowed up by
the bigger organizations which are ever alert to the chance
of membership raids. Permanent safety cannot be found in ei-
ther the AFL-CIO or the Teamster bloc..The price of “protec-
tion” is the domination of the small union by thejjinscrupu-
lous machine. Appeasement at the expense of principlé ‘can on-
ly lead to capitulation. Deep-going changes will have to be
made 1f this process:of moral disintegration-i&;pﬁ}he hal ted.

A mere change in the leadership will not suffice.. The. time-
tested principle of workers’ solidarity must be re-established.
Mutual assistance agreements among the men on the job within
their own unions, and among members of various unions, is of
the very essence of true labor organization. The leaders must
not be allowed to continue to deny the right of the workers
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to practice solidarity at all times and under all circum-

stances. This is a matter of principle that is just as basic
as the right to strike. —

The re-conquest of this right is one of the first necessary
steps on the long road towards labor’s emancipation.
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THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

Specialization tends to make

ill“SiﬂnS and men narrow-minded, so that they

cannot see the woods for the

g ® trees. Such people often mistake

dEIUSlﬂnS the part for the whole. The re-

ligious fanatic sees the world

according tohis particular dog-

ma. The physicist, the biologist, the psychologist, the law-

yer, the engineer, the penologist, the militarist, the cler-

gyman, each is inclined to interpret events according to his

own particular discipline. Specialization is unavoidable in

a complex society, but it can easily get out of hand, and

create attitudes that are disastrous when applied to politi-
cal, economic and other vital social problems.

The most critical problem facing mankind today is that of
war. The prevention of a new holocaust should be the central
consideration of the whole race of man, threatened by total,
very permanent extinction. Yet this problem is treated as
though it were aseparate question, independent of the condi-
tions that have caused it and of the institutions that pro-
mote 1t.

From such thinking comes the false idea that the State,
economic and cultural monopoly, nationalism and the will to
power, are all separate, independent problems, not directly
related to the problem of war. From this kind of thinking
flows the illusion that the State, the “impartial and benevo-
lent architect of Man's destiny,” is capable of preventing
war, that the exploiters who profit from war industry are_ by
nature kindly but misguided men who will gladly surrender
their lucrative but bloody business once they see the light,
that power-hungry dictators or elected politicians can be in-
duced to forget their greed for each others’ territory and
natural resources and can peacefully settle their disputes
in the chambers of the United Nations.

Too many people separate theory from action in today’s
world. In every field of human endeavor, theory is a guide to
meaningful action and an adequate “social philosophy is indis-
pensible to the understanding of events and the forces that
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shape them. Without a clear conception of the nature of the
social problem, no effective plan of action can be developed.
To continually correct and broaden our theories is essential
to progress. Certain sectors of the anti-war movement suffer
serious deficiencies in this area.

As a case in point, we take the National Committee for a
Sane Nuclear Policy. This organization is composed of able
and sincere men and women who are vitally concerned with the
preservation of Mankind and whose human intentions deserve
universal respect. Good intentions however, are not enough.
The question is: 'Can the recommendations of this Committee
accomplish its avowed aim: the stopping of nuclear tests as
a first step towards total disarmament? In a full-page adver-
tisement in the New Yo rk Times(Feb. 19, 1959), this Committee
makes an appeal po:.“Mr.‘Eisenhowerl..Mr. Khrushchev...Mr.
MacMillan...,” and goes on to say:

. “The Time is Now!! The people of the world have hopefully-
watched your representatives meet in Geneva. They have been -

heartened by the progress that has been made in writing a

Treaty to end the nuclear weapons tests..... The men meeting~

in Geneva have given us hope——that the dangers of radioactive
fallout will not be increased—-hope that the world need not
continue to drift toward extinction in a sui¢idal arms race.”

The statement then goes on to lament the suspicions and
distrust of the governments towards each other and condemns
“ the obstacles being raised by those who donot want an agree-
ment.” It declares that “the problems will not be solved un-
less a strong will exists in each country for reaching agree-
ment.”

It is then pointed out-—-and rightly-—that other countries:
such as France, Germany and Communist China--will soon poss-
ess nucledar -arms and that the danger of war--‘by incident ori
accident will increase rapidly....By mid 1960, when missiles
are hidden underground, inspection will be virtually imposs--
ible ‘and the world will face a point of no return in ultimate
peril.” The suggested course of action is to ‘“write your own
letters to the President, your Senators and your Congressman,’”’
to sign agreement with the Committee’s statement in a space
provided at the bottom of the page, and to contribute funds
to further the Committee’s activities.

The statement referred to ra ses a number of questions
that it does not attempt to answer. Who is responsible for.
the arms race, the nuclear weapons and the testing? Why do
the governments distrust each other? Who are those that are
raising obstacles to an agreement? The history of recent years

=2
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gives but one obvious answer to all three questions. It is
the Governments themselves!!! To a considerable extent this
can be deduced from the information along with the published
statement. 1In a boxed column, the committee identifies those
who, in this country, are raising obstacles to an agreement.
They are accused of “misleading’” the people about the nonex-
istent “clean bomb,” about the pollution of milk, about “li-
mited” nuclear war and about underground tests. But who are
“they”? None other than the Atomic Energy Commission and the
Department of Defense — Both important U.S. Government agen-
cies!! ‘ .

"The Geneva pow-wows have been going on since November,‘1958
and nothing has been or will be accomplished. Three weeks were
spent in talking about what to talk about. All of the techni-
cal arrangements for the stopping of nuclear tests and for a
system of inspection had been prepared by the scientists'and
technicians. Then the governmental politicians——English, Rus -
sian and American--raised -all sorts of objections. A further
Conference on how to prevent surprise attacks, adjourned with
nothing accomplished after six weeks and thirty sessions.

Is it not clear that the addressing of appeals to the very
power-forces that are most responsible for this greatest dan-

ger ever faced by mankind is the ultimate absurdity?

The efforts of the Committee For A Sane Nuclear Policy can
have no eflective results because they are talking to the
wrong people. They are exerting pressure where 1t can do the
least good. Whyis there no mention whatever of the scientists,
the industrial workers, and the educators? They are the only
ones who can really stop war. This Committee is seeking a so-
lution to the problemof war within the very system that ‘causes
war, in the belief that this system can correct its .own mis-
takes, thus perpetuating a dangerous illusion that in today’s
conditions may well be fatal. Even more unfortunate is the fact
that the big labor organizations of all countries take an ev-
en more reactionary pesition and actively support the foreign
policies of their respective governments, thus lending moral
endorsement tomass crime and material aid to it through par-
ticipation in the production of armaments.

An effective peace movement must strike at the root causes
of war —— human exploitation and the State with its satellite
institutions—~the churches, the press and the military mach-
ine. All anti-war action, to be effective, must be aimed at
educating the people, making them aware of their own power
and encouraging their opposition to these institutions. The
tactics of the peace movement must be based on the conviction
that the struggl~ against war is inseparably tied up with the
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struggle for a new and better social system.

The German scientists who refused to cooperate 1n war prep-
arations have shown the road not only to the international
scientific community but to all the world’s people. The dra-
matic attempts of the “Golden Rule’” and the “Phoenix’ to sail
into the Pacific nuclear testing area last year, the picket-
ing of missile bases here and in England, France and else-
where, are helping to arouse ever more people from their le-
thargy and show them that they can act effectively. Exposing
the lies cf the warmongers and spreading true information a-
bout the destructive power of nuclear weapons and the dangers
of fallout are also valuable steps in the right direction.

When all factors are considered, it appears that the best
weapon of the peace movement is International Solidarity. Not
the politicians, but the scientists, the manual workers, the
technicians and the teachers, must organize onan internation-
al scale for united direct action leading to a General Strike
against war. At thisstate there can be no guarantee that this
will be done in time. But——there is no other way!

ST A . - o e T T =
/ Sce youre rolling a cigarelle there! | 7 ing.] %
Do you roll cigaretles 7Gg a /fw'ng, 8/':; ‘/ Naah! e ﬁfareslmg. ﬂ‘;b‘lf)‘“‘/ a

a living ! l

" Wow! I kisk roll drunks!

Do you_advise others
fo smeke \fice$Rds?

T ——— i

N :
=

page 15

Libertarian Youth Group
Formed In N.Y.

The general orientation of the Libertarian League has al-
ways been directed towards the attraction of young people to
our movement. The membership of the League itself largely con-
sists of people under the age of 30. Until recently no real
attempt was made however to establish a separate “youth” or-
ganization. All toooften in the radical movement, their‘“youth”
sections have consisted of young adults whose activity large-
ly duplicated that of the adult organization.

The Libertarian Youth Club was formally established inNew
York on Sunday, March first, with ten teen-agers. Since then
and up to going to press, more members have joined the club.
A number of others in the same age group are expected to join
in the wvery mear future.

The following Statement of Principles was approved at the
initial meeting:

The Libertarian Youth Club is against all forms of ex-
ploitation of man by man, and is against the inhuman in-
stitution of war which is a crime against Humanity and
which never really helps anyone. The Libertarian Youth will
take part in all efforts to do away with racial inequality

and discrimination and to eliminate every kind of injus-
tice.

We will work to improve ourselves and the world that
we live in, in every way--morally, intellectually and mat-
erially. Among ourselves we will stand together and work
together in every way and we will try tio spread these i-
deas among all people with whom we come in contact.

We shall always try to think for ourselves individually
and strive to be self-reliant and responsible in all our
thoughts and in .all our actions. No one of us should ever
accept what others sayor believe without examining it for
ourselves, understanding it ourselves, and making up our

« own :minds.

One of the best ways to spread our ideas of Brotherhood
and Solidarity is by setting the best example through our
own actions and in our own lives. At all times we should
have consideration for other people, respecting their feel-
ings and. -.their opinions, but without fear of expressing-
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our own ideas.

Members of the Libertarian Youth Club will work toge-
ther with the Libertarian League, helping it in its work
to bring about a better world of Freedom and Solidarity
for all people everywhere.

The founding members of the Libertarian Youth Club have
signed the following agreement:

We, the undersigned, agreeto form the Libertarian Youth
Club on the basis of the attached Statement of Purpose.

By joining this Club, we promise to do our best to act
seriously and responsibly. We will stick together in all
things and help and protect each other at all times.

We will respect and try to protect and improve the pre-
mises and property of the Libertarian Center and Libertar-
tan League, as though they were our own, which, in effect,
they are, collectively speaking.

We will try to spread our ideas and br ing other serious-
minded young people to the Club.

We will try to attend all meetings regularly, and will
carry out whatever assignments we ourselves undertake.

WORKING CLASS
INTERNATIONALISM

! by Germinal Esgleas
(Gen. Sec.--International Working Mens Association)

The workers of each country adapt themselves to the indus-
trial ;and  economic .development of their respective countries
and their partial struggles are in .each case conditioned by
the environment :in which they live. Their eflorts are primar-
ily directed:at the .conquest of immediate objectives ‘that are
usually of amaterial nature; and take‘place within the frame-
work that has been imposed upon them by the monopolistic cap-
italist system and by bourgeois society in .general.

In such circumstances it is capitalism and/or the State
that have the initiative and the last word. Frequently the

"diate demands) is to get the
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workers struggle against each other, against their own bro-
thers in exploitation, caught in the tight meshes of the Sys-
tem that entangles the working class in the contradictions of
the exploitative society itself.

One of the most dangerous of these contradictions for the
workers is evidenced when' they 1dent1fy their own interests
with narrow national interests, when they bind ‘themselves to
the economlc nationalism of thelr Tespective countrles, that
is to say, to. the interests of the controlling classes of"
their own particular countries. This nationalism:is based on
the ‘existing industrial structures and on ‘the correspondlng
divisions within the working class.

Paradoxically--far from uniting the workers within any gi-
ven country--—economic or monopolistic: natlonallsm ‘glives rise -
to'internal struggles ‘and antipathies among them.;

Furthermore,ueconomlc nationalism turns- the workers away
from the natural objective of their own eman01pat10n and acts
as a barrier tointernational solidarity. It is thus that cal:
p1tallsm and the State win one of thelr greatest v1ctor1es

The divisive effects. of this: natlonallsm can be clearly
seen within the: mastodonlc labor’ unlon‘ 1nternat10nals :

Economic inter- dependence among countrles is Well known,»

and that- among the various sectlons of the world WOrklng class-'

is just as real. The bonds of international solldarlty among
workers must be strengthened, at the expense of nationalism.
The struggle. of the world proletariat must not hevfrlitered
away on the sideroads and in the dead- ends 0f11at10ha
ests and national differences. '

With the great dangers fa01ng the labor movements ofiall -
countries todav——dangers that are rooted in the basiccontra--
dictions of today’s social systems and ot the’great power-
blocs struggling for hegemony—— the objectives of the world
proletariat should be very clear and precise.” The first of
these objectives must be unity with a strengthening of- the
bonds of international solidarity. The second, (which cannot:
be long‘postponed, but which at the same time cannot be.al-
lowed to interfere with the urgent partial battles for imme-
fundamental struggle under way
on both national and international levels.

The objective? The elimination of all States and all ex-
ploitation, preventing the establishment of dictatorships in
any form, establishing solid bases everywhere for a new world
-—free and just on a foundation of human solidarity.
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FRANCO REGIME BREAKING UP FROM WITHIN

Franco’s “Glorious Crusade” in 1936-39 served the combined
interests of all the reactionary forces in Spain. The Church,
the Monarchists, the Military, Falange (caricature of the
Nazi and Italian Fascist movements), and the national and
foreign capitalists who saw their opportunities for exploit-
ation threatened by the rising temper of the masses, and all
found a common denominator and a banner in the “Caudillo”,
Francisco Franco. Today, his usefulness is past. Franco’s re-
gime, discredited at home and abroad, eaten away by the can-
cer of internal corruption, can no longer serve its original
purpose.

It is only thanks to the economic aid and military support
of the U.S. Government that Franco has for so long survived
his allies, Hitler and Mussolini. Now however, a bloc of
clerical and monarchist forces, reinforced by dissident ele-
ments of Falange itself, isactively engaged in preparing his
downfall.

The international press and radio have announced the ad-
herence of the “Spanish Anarchist Federation” to the new op-
position grouping. To our knowledge, there is no such organ-
ization, although the Iberian Anarchist Federation (F.A.I.)
continues to survive and fight in the underground, and the
very idea of anarchist participation in a bloc with the mon-
archo-clerical opposition is ridiculous on the face of it.

Solidaridad Obrera (Paris edition, Feb. 26, 1959), organ
of the National Confederation of Labor (CNT) in exile, de-
clares its unwillingness to believe that any of the political
““collaborationist” elements who split out of the C.N.T. in
the ’40s can be involved in this particular political bloc.
The reports appear to have been a propaganda maneuver by
those interested in disemminating confusion. In any case, no
revolutionist is buying it.

On the other hand, the deep division in the ranks of the
forces of the ex-“Glorious Crusade’” cannot but be viewed with
satisfaction. We await with interest the recall of the Amer-
ican ambassador, as happened recently in Cuba, when the State
Department saw fit to switch its support from Batista to Cas-
tro.

page 19

The Military A e A el

Childern

In San Francisco, and in all the towns and big cities that
I have visited, I've noticed something that has disturbed me
greatly and which has seldom been brought to the attention of

“the thinking public. This is the children’s toy business.

It has caused me great horror to see, in the window dis-
plays of all the children’s toy stores throughout our mili-
tarist country, countless symbols of death such as missiles,
warplanes, flame throwers and other such ‘“charming” toys to
mold the character of the young. It is quite in the line of
thinking of the political and business “leaders’ that it is
fine for young children to be conditioned to go out on the
fields of slaughter to preserve their way of
life. According to my unofficial survey that
includes most of the country, 87% of child-
ren’s toy displays are cluttered with the
previously mentioned playthings of mass mur-
der. It seems to me very atrocious indeed,
to accept mass annihilation as away of life.

The union I belong to, the IWW, refuses
to let any of the membership work at occu-
pations of death. This is good and if other
unions would take this same militant and hu-
man outlook, the exploiters could not pro-
duce bombs, let alone “death toys.” It is sad indeed that the
other unions, with few exceptions, cannot even bring themselves
to use their economic might to save their families and them-
selves from impending death.

As individuals, we can refuse to purchase toys of death
and can talk to shop keepers and try to persuade them to al-
ter their display and buying selections.

If, in the future, we are to have a healthy society, it
must be made by people who want to love, build and create,
not hate, exploit, kill and destroy. Such a change is long

overdue.

——Alan Graham (S.F.)..
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BORIS PASTERNAK

AND
C. VEGA ALVAREZ

The Labor, Liberal and Radical move-
ments of the world, preoccupied with one
catastrophic event after another, have
neglected the tragic plight of the poli-
tical prisoners in Franco Spain. The cases
of Simon Carrasquer, Marco, and thousands
of others should be publicized and an in-
ternational protest movement for their re-
lease vigorously pressed.

The persecution of the Spanish writer,
Cristobal Vega Alvarez, is beginning to
attract international attention. We want
to help by making known an article that
recently appeared in two Italian newspa-
pers, Il Lavoro Nuovo of Genoa (Jan 13,
1959) and Il Corriere di Trieste(Jan. 8,
1959). The following is not a full trans-
lation but conveys the essence of said
article:

The European Union of Writers was formed in Naples in Oc-
tober, 1958. At its founding Congress, it was declared that
“Tf one writer is censored in the exercise of his work, then
all the writers of Europe must feel themselves censored. If
a writer is prevented from defending his rights then all o-
ther writers must come to his aid.”

’

The polemic aroused by the ““Nobel Prize” of Boris Paster-
nak-—quite aside from the twisting of the affair by political
speculators——appeared to be a fulfillment of this pledge. Ev-
eryone was interested in Pasternak: cultural groups and ass-
ociations, dailies, magazines, illustrated weekli es, radio
and television stations, and preoccupation with the case con-

tinues.

But regarding the fate of the Spanish poet Cristobal Vega
Alvarez, nothing is said by any of these mass media of Commu-
nication. Yet Vega Alvarez has been condemned to 36 years pe-
nal servitude for having expr essed unorthodox and‘ subversive’

’
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opinions.

This Spanish writer is not guilty of robbery, assault or
murder. His crime is a much greater one--that of thinking for
himself, and expressing his thoughts in print. Members of the
European Union of Writers have not as yet raised a voice in
his defense. Spanish Fascism’s victims are not in the lime-
light but they share with the persecuted Russian writers a
common love of beauty, of friendship and of liberty.

ORGANIZATION AND THE INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE

Individual conscience is indispensible to social progress.
It is the basis of morality, individual betterment and soci-
ety as a whole. To awaken and elevate the conscience of the
individual--all individuals—-has been and will remain the main
task of militant libertarians and revolutionary syndicalists.

However, we must recognize that there exists in our own
ranks a state of mind that tends to overemphasize the impor-
tance of individual conscience as a factor in social change.

This has led the individualists to'the negation of all ‘or- -
ganization, which they regard as detrimental to individual
conscience. Such aposition is false in both theory and prac-
tice. It is incompatible with libqrtariaﬁ_and,feidlufidnaij
syndicalist ‘principles. Individual con§CienéealpﬁéLa1thougﬁ§
absolutely necessary, can never be sufficient . to. ensure ‘the -
smooth functioning of social life in all itsféomﬁléiity‘and‘
multiplicity. gt Nk o : : i

+ The full development of individual conscience can only be
guaranteed through the solidarity of men--by organization. We
mean by organization, the free and equalitarian relations
built on the principles of free association and federation.
Far from restraining individual development, free organiza-
tion develops and enriches it.

Without organization, individual conscience remains ab-

 stract and impotent. Only in and by organization can true in-

dividuality be achieved. This applies to ‘“geniuses’” as well
as to ordinary mortals.

Conscience and organization are two aspects of the same
fundamental social conception of Liberty and Solidarity.

——Georg: Balkansky
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Correspondence From Argentina

This country is undergoing a large-scale imperialist in-
tervention such as has already occurred in other Latin Amer-
ican countries such as Venezuela and Brazil. The Government,
whose only genuine support is the armed forces, has turned
over transportation and electric power to the British and
North American monopolists to the tune of an impressive Tis-
ing inflation.

A chaotic situation prevails in the labor movement, rooted
in the venality -of the Peronist leadership and the lack of
any clear orientation among the ' so-ealled “demoecratic” elea-
ments, most of whom are of reformist mentality. The “‘commu-
nists” who dominate in some fields contribute their share to
the comnfusion of the average worker.

However, during the last general strike, when it became
known that the army had attacked the workers of one packing
plant with tanks and machine guns, there was a spontaneously
united reaction by the rank and file. This went beyond the
diflerences within the leadership and showed a healthy reac-
tion against the action of the army, from which I think much
can be expected in the near future.

It is especially important in these countries where the
Army and other armed forces are the real government, for the
labor movement to realize the need of struggle against them—-
using ‘every ‘means available againsttheprofessional militar-
ists, through whom the national bourgeoisie and the imperial-

ists exercise their pressure.
—-Jorge Ballesteros

Buenos Aires, Feb.15

IS THERE A GOD?
A Rationalist's Viewpoint by Andy Vena

If there were a god——any kind of a god--with all the vir-
tues, powers and abilities the Christians so generously attri-
bute to (their' god...all-seeing, all-knowing...all-mighty...
211 merciful...all, etc., etc...thea logically there’s no im-
aginable valid reason why such a god shouldn’t manifest his
sxistence clearly, convincingly, conclusively, directly and
individually, in any one of a million possible ways, to all

((Cont’d on page 25))
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LIBERTARIAN MORALITY

.The anarchist philosophy is based upon man’s inherent in-
stinct towards mutual aid.

-The idea of anatural law of mutual aid was first expressed
scientifically by Darwin in his The Descent of Man. The con-
cept was further developed by Professor Kesslor, a dean of
St. Petersburg University. At a Russian Scientific Congress
in 1880, Kesslor presented a paper on the law of mutual aid
He died a year later and after his death Peter Kropotkin’be;
came familiar with his work and further developed the theory
of the law of mutual aid.

This natural law is the foundation of human morality. We
should not confuse this law with love or with sympathy, for
when buman ethics are based on love and sympathy alone they
héve invariably contributed to a shallow, narrow comprehen-
sion of the moral feeling as a whole.

. Kropotkin illustrates this point with an admirable simpli-
city: It is not love of my neighbor, whomI often do not know
at all which induces me to sieze apail of water and rush to-
ward his house when I see it is on fire; it is a far greater
even though more vague feeling or instinct of human solidar-
ity and sociability which moves mé’ He goes on to say, ‘“Love
sympathy and self-sacrifice certainly play an immense part i;
the development of our moral feelings, but it is not love ‘and
not even sympathy upon which society i1s based in mankind. It
is the consciousness ——be it only at a stage of instinct—--of
human solidarity. It is the unconscious recognition of the
force that is borrowed by each man from the practice of mu-
tual aid, of the close dependency of every one’s happiness
upon the happiness of all —— and of the sense of justice or
equity which brings the individual to consider the rights of
every other individual as equal to his own. Upon this broad
and necessary foundation the still higher moral feelings are
developed.”

L?t us see what Kropotkin means when he cites justice, e-
quality, individual rights, not as moral fulfillment but sim-
ply a foundation upon which the still higher moral feelings

.
are-developed. He can only mean the assumption of an indivi-

dual moral responsibility toward the well-being of every in-
dividual in the universe —— and the freedom to exercise this
responsibility. Can you possibly conceive a world in which
every person is assuming an effective responsibility for your
well -being and you for theirs? This application of a definite
natural law is the morality of anarchy.
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We know it cannot be achieved so long as there is capital-
ism, because of the corruption inherent in capitalism. We know
it cannot be achieved so long as there is government because
of the corruption inherent in government. We know it cannot
be achieved so long as there is a money economy because of
the corruption inherent therein.

Therefore, we advocate a system in which there is no capi-
talism, no government and no money. Anarcho-syndicalism is
the structure through which such a society can be developed
and maintained.’

Yet, anarcho-syndicalism cannot function without a Moral
Revolution. The revolution'in morality cannot come until mil-
lions of people commit themselves to the assumption of indi-
vidual moral responsibility, to the struggle for a society in
which they will find the freedom to exercise such an effective
moral responsibility.

So, in effect, there ‘can be no anarchist society without
individual moral responsibility, Until there is an anarchist
society, there can be a partially effective but not a totally
effective individual morality.

Let me say in conclusion that they who seriously commit
themselves to the anarchist cause and strive to live by anar-
chist principles are working towards the highest degree of
moral evolution.

--J. M.

In order to fill requests for back numbers, the League

would like any surplus copies of the following issues of Views

and Comments: Nos. 20, 21, 23, 24 and 27.

Under the most rigorously controlled laboratory condition,
when obtaining a quantitative measurement of the response to
a controlled variable, the animal will do just as it damn well
pleases. —-Harvard Law of Animal Behavior

The universal brotherhood of man is our most precious pos-
session--what there 1is of it. ——Mark Twain

The art of government is the excinsive possession of quacks

and frauds. —-H.L. Mencken
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men, in all ages and without the “help” of an ignorant, su-
perstitious, parasitical, self-appointed *“sales force” (the
clergy), peddling various “interpretations” of bible bunkol-
ogy to the gullible masses for aprice. No god would for long
leave his existence and his will a controversial subject among
literate, intelligent, truthseeking men—-including the intel-
lectual giants themselves in every age —— sincerely trying to
separate fact fromfiction, knowledge from “ faith,” truth from
lies. Further: no god mighty enough to have supposedly created
the universe (out of nothing, yet!) would need to be told nor
even asked, in “prayers,” how to run the world or man’s aff-
airs, nor be so egotistical as ‘to require endless ‘‘ thanks”
and monotonous ‘“worship.”

~-The Liberal, August, 1958

The Libertarian Bookshelf

The following items have been recently added to
our stock:

THE BRAVE COWBOY by Edward Abbey. Paperback book,
35¢

An unusual novel of one resourceful man and his
single-handed fight against authority.

VOTE--WHAT FOR? by Errico Malatesta. Pamphlet, 5¢
The Libertarian League has reprinted this classic
item. Available in quantities at a discount.

WORKERS’ CONTROL, published by the Syndicalist Wor-
kers’ Federation. Pamphlet 5 ¢.

A fascinating study of the subject. See full report
in next issue of V & C.

THE BOSSES’ SONGBOOK, edited by Dave Van Ronk and
Dick Ellington. Chapbook, 50¢.
A collection of radical folk-songs of satire.

We pay postage on all orders. Make checks or mo-
ney orders payable to R. ELLINGTON. A complete ca-
talogue of books and pamphlets available through the
Libertarian League is available on request.




What We Stand For

Centralism, which means regimentation from the top down,

must be replaced by federalism, which means co-operation from
the bottom up.

THE LIBERTARIAN LEAGUE will not accept the old socio=-poli-
tical-cliches, but will boldly explore new roads while exam-
ining anew the old movements, drawing from them all that which
time and experience has proven to be valid.

Two great power blocs struggle for world domination. Nei-
ther of these represents the true interests and welfare of
Humanity. Their conflict threatens mankind with atomic de-
struction. Underlying both of these blocs are institutions
that breed exploitation, inequality and oppression.

Without trying to legislate for the future we feel that we

can indicate the general lines along which asolution to these
problems can be found.

The exploitative societies of today must be replaced by a
new libertarian world which will proclaim--Equal freedom for
all in a free socialist society. "Freedom" without socialism
leads to privilege and injustice; "Socialism"™ without freedom
is totalitarian.

The monopoly of power which is the state must be replaced
by a world-wide federation of free communities, labor coun-
cils and/or co-operatives operating according to the princi-
ples of free agreement. The government of men must be replaced
by a functional society based onthe administration of things.

L IBERTARIAN LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

New York: _
The Libertarian.Center

86 E. 10th St.
(between Third & Fourth Avenues)
Open Forum every Friday at 8 p.m.

Dinner and Social on the third
Saturday of every month at 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland:

3705 West Park Road
(near Lorraine and Triskett)

Discussions on the last Friday
of each month at 8 p.m.
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