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THE POT CALLS THE KETTLE BLACK

If the scandalsin the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC), reported
in the nation’s press, did not affect
the lives of all of us, we would be a-
mused by the editorials callingon pub-
lic officials to observe the highest

“ethical as well as legal standards.”
The corruptionin governmental agencies
is an organic defect which is inherent
in the institution of the State and
cannot be fundamentally corrected even
in a parliamentary democracy. We are
concerned with the congressional inves-
tigation of the FCC and other agencies
because they give us examples of “de-
mocracy’’ in action.

The FCC regulates and decides who
shall get licenses for radio and tele-
vision stations. Other commissionsis-
sue franchises and regulate air, ship-
ping, electric power stations, atomic
energy, public lands and almost every
other indispensiblepublic service. In
addition, there are the Cabinet Offi-
ters who administer the Departments of
Defense, Agriculture and other vital
agencies. These commissions and depart-

.ments are not elected by the people
but are appointed by the President with
the approval of the Senate. Through
these administrative and executive or-
gans the government controls the life
of the country. How much real democra-
cy can exist when this enormous power
is even further removed from the con-
trol of the people than are the members
of Congress? This system confers great
power to a few men and it is only na-
tural that these powers should be a-
bused. Men who have the power to give
or take away exclusive rights over
profitable public services and who hand
out billions of dollars in contracts,
must inevitably yield to pressure from
rival groups competing for favors.

This is well-known and Congress is
supposed to set up and enforce rules
and standards of conduct for these a-
gencies to prevent abusesof power and
to punish violations. In an article
in the N.Y. Mimes Magazine (Feb. 23,
1958) Oregon Senator Neuberger asks a
logical question: ‘““Who Polices The Po-
liceman (Congress) - Should Congress
itself be exempt from the standards
it imposes on others?” The article

proves that Congress—itself is guilty
of the same abuses that have been ex-
posed in the FCC.

Senator Neuberger gives us an ex-
ample from the past:

"Daniel Webster of Massachussets
has just been selected by abipartisan
committee of the Senate as one of the
five great Senatorsof our history, to
be heralded ina special portrait gal-
lery at the Capitol. The choice of Se-
nator Webster was recently eulogized
on the floor of the Senate. But Webster
once wrote to Nicholas Biddle, Presi-
dent of the controversial Bank of the
United States: 'l believe that my re-
tainer has not been renewed or re-
freshed as usual. If it be wished that
my relation to the bank should .be con-
tinued, it may be well to send me the
usual retainers,'"

Senator Neuberger remarks: “This
was conflict of interest with a ven-
geance - even at the point of blunt

threats. The Bank of the United States
was inneed of a Federal charter at the
moment...”’

That the pattern set by Webster is
faithfully followed can be seen by the
following remarks of Neuberger:

"Representative Thomas M. Pelly, a
Republican sent to the capital by the
populous Seattle district, recently
told his colleagues:

"I raise the question as to whether
bankers should be on committees that
consider matters of penefit to banks?
Should members who own farms frame le-
gislation to support the prices of
crops they raise themselves? ...Ilt is
pretty obvious that if | owned an oil
well, | should not be free to partici-
pate in setting the rates for deple-

tion. Members of Congress have raised

their eyehrows and also their voices,
at times, over situations involving
the ethics of members of the Executive
branch of government. |t seems to me
the standard we have set for ourselves
is not ashigh as the standard we have
set tor others...'

William S. White of the New York
Times, author of the Senate analysis,
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"Citadel," has written that it requires
a $239,020 exchequer to win election
as a Senator in a state of small pop-
ulation and at least $1,000,000 in a
large industrial state. This, it seens
to me, narrows to a reductio ad absur-
dum the spectacle of a Senate Committee
breaking a poor Presidential appointee
on the wheel because he owns some Gen-
eral Motors stock or is married to a
woman who manufactures military uni-
forms...

What is the solution to all this?
Must we continue standards of behavior
for the Executive and Legislative
branches of government under which one
is expected to observe antiseptic pu-
rity while the other may fare forth
every two years in quest of campaiagn
treasuries of ever-increasing size?
It is estimated that all the major po-
litical contestsof 1955 cost at least
$200,990,000 for radio and television
time, elaborate headquarters, paid ma-
nagers and agents, signtoards alona
miles and miles of trunk highways, and
prodigious quantities of bputtons,
badges, balloons and similar gadgets.
This sum is sufficient to create more
conflict - of - interest dilemmas than
could pe unearthed by Scotland Yard,
the Royal Mounties and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation combined."

Since it has been proved beyond
doubt that the Congressional ‘““Police-
man’’ is as crooked as the lawbreaker,
the “policeman” 1is even more of a
threat to freedom because he has more
power Congress wields greater author-
ity than do the regulatory agencies.
It can declare war, levy taxes, con-
script labor and do almost anything it
pleases. It differs only in degree, but
not in substance from its predecessor
- monarchies. It is this that led
Proudhon, the anarchist thinker, to
declare that ‘““Parliament is a King
with six-hundred heads.” It matters
little i f the Kings are crowned every
2, 4 or 6 years, no more than if a
Monarch rules for a longer or shorter
period: the important thing is that he
does tale. The question of who is to
nolice the policeman cannot be solved
through a democratic or any other go-
vernment, because Government itself is
the policeman over the people andmakes
itsown rules. ltis axiomatic that the
concentration of power anywhere must

lead to its abuse.

He who delegates powerover hlmself
to others cannot ‘be adequately repre-
sented, because. no oue' can .delegate
his respon51b111ty without losing his
freedom. He' who gives power.to-a leg-
islative body»for any length of time,
gives them the right to  decide ques-
tions that.will ‘comeup in the future.
What may come.up in the future cannot
be foreseen. A vote for any government
is a blank check; signed by the voter
and made out to the legislator who can
write in the amount of the check. The
voter sticks his headin the noose. He
mortgages his’ l1fe to hls elected Tu-
lers. > ;
The collectlve o 1 elécts’agovern—
ment for four. years, during which the
government passes on questions. which
“I” ‘did not know. would arise and on
which “T’ am 'not consulted. Each.si-
tuation can be dealt with-by ‘“mé’ on-
ly when it arise€s. ‘I’ .may react one -
way or the other, but“I” -cannot decide
anything because *‘I" have.suspended my
right to deal withmy own life for four
years. A governmentis elected to bring
and secure peace, it may.then ‘déclare
war, even though 99% of the people be
against 1t. “No feferendum is -called:
“I"” am therefore conscripted- to'_vo to
war by my elected despots:. &

This cragic farce is- perlo(‘lcally-
reenacted and perpetuated It 1S ac- .
cepted as normal and beoomes a habit.
It will endure: as. long as’ government. -
endures. [t will ‘énd when:we break: out
of our sel f-imposed prison and flnd new.
11berta11an ways toa fuller and freer‘
life. :

Politicians are a set .of men who,
have interests aside from the. interests
of the people, and who, to'say the -most
of them, are at ‘least one. long- step
removed from honest men. 1. say: sthas
with greater freedom belng a p011t1»-.:

cian myself.
—-Abraham Llncoln-

Except among pol1tlc1ans, the 1r--‘
relevance of .Parliament is not..even:
discussed, it is ‘assumed w1th a shrug
of the shoulders x

"'.'.—-John Galsworthy




97§ GOVERTIENT OF SCim

The eraof guided missiles, nuclear
energy, Sputniks and themilitarization
of science demands serious thinking a-
bout the function of science in socci-
ety and the moral responsibility of
those scientists whoplace their know-
ledge at the serviceof the State. The
increasing emphasis on science without
reference to the principles which
should guide it into fruitful and hu-
manistic directions has created a false
and dangerous attitude, notonly among
scientists, but also among the masses.

Awed by the “miracles” of science
and stunned by its stupendous achieve-
ments, the people begin to think that
the scientists can do anything. This
state of mind leads people to worship
the scientist as the new Savior, the
Messiah who will lead mankind out of
darkness into the land ofmilk and ho-
ney. If the politicians are dismal
failures, if they are helpless without
the scientists; what could be simpler
than to hand over the reins of govern-
ment to them?

Experience has shown that outside
of their particular specialty scien-
tists are no betteror worse than oth-
er men. A top notch chemist or mathe-
matician may be a first class louse.
He may be progressive, even radical,
in his own field andyet be a reaction-
ary bigot, a racist, and general all-
around scoundrel inhis relations with
other people. Many good scientists
were fanatical Fascists and Nazise. Vo-
lumes could be written about their
skullduggery, their connection with
commissars, financiers and militar-
ists. Their plots and frameups of fel-
low scientists who refused to prosti-
tute themselves and remained true to
the noble ideals which animated them
are notorious.

Nor is this all. Scientists on the
Atomic Energy Commission, for example,
have withheld information and twisted
or falsified whatever information they
did release; all this to suit the po-
licies of the government. No wonder
the late Albert Einstein denounced
their vile conductu and declared that
he would rather be a plumber or a pedd-
ler than to work under such conditions
and for swch purposes.
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Einstein sawin the increasing sub-
servience of the scientists to the po-
liticians the greatest danger to the
growth of knowledge, which would have
the same effect as censorship on books
and ideas, or the persecution of men
for their political opinions. This dan-
ger would be magnified a thousandfold
if the scientists would, alone or in
alliance with the professional politi-
cians, assume the de facto control of
the government.

Not all scientists are of khe same
caliber. Many of them refuse to knuckle
under. They see the dangers ahead and
are deeply disturbed by the misuse of
science for irrational and destructive
purposes. In a remarkable article,
printed in the Feb. 1958 issue of Li-
beration, Linus Pauling, 1954 Nobel
Prize winner in chemistry, and chair-
man of the Division of Chemistry and
Chemical Engineeringof the California
Institute of Technology, exposes the
whole tragic mess. Liberation tells us
that:

“More than nine thousand scientists,
frem over forty-three countries (in-
cluding 2,705 from the United States
and 216 from the Soviet Union) have
now signed petitions calling for the
abandonment of nuclear tests...The pe-
tition was presented to Dag Hammer-
skjold, Secretary General of the United
Nations, on Jan.13, 1958.7”

Dr. Pauling says that the appeal
to the American Scientists was ‘‘not

the product of any organization — it
was produced by a few professors and
by me.” (Ic would be interesting to

know why only 216 Russian scientists
signed thepetition) Be that as it may,
the inmtiative of Dr. Pauling and his
fellow signers shows a deep and noble
Spirit deservingof the highest praise.

What is disturbing about this ap-
peal is that it calls on the govern-
ments to stop the tests of nuclear wea-
pons, in effect they are asking the
wolves to guard the sheep! This is the
blind spot. One does not have to be a
savant to understand the situation.
It’s amatter of common sense that the
very governments who, with the help of

their scientific lickspittles devel-
oped, tested and used deathdealing wea-
pons throughout history, will not now
reverse themselves and give up the ve-
ry weapons upon which their power de-
pends. No State has, or ever will, sur-
render its sovereignty unless forced
to do so.

If the scientists would apply their
own methods to social questions and
reason from cause to effect, they would
arrive at constructive and revolution-
ary (perhaps uncomfortable) conclu-
sions. They would see that the social
system which breeds war rests upon the
State and its supporting institutions,
and they would, as men of integrity,
act accordingly.

The Libertarian attitude to these
issues has been expounded by many of
our most capable thinkers. Peter Kro-
potkin’s Modern Science and Anarchism
is a classic work. God and the State,
by Michael Bakunin, one of the great
activists and theoreticians of our
movement, is another. We reprint the
following extracts from God and the
State, notonly for their historic in-
terest (it was written more than 80
years ago) but primarily because they
still have an important message for
our own times.

Extracts from God and the State:

"A scientific body to whichhad been
confided the sovernment of society
wauld soon end by devoting itself no
longer to science at all, but to quite
another affair; and that affair, as in
the case of all established powers,
would be its own eternal perpetuation
by rendering the society confided to
its care ever more stupid and conse-
quently more inneed of its government
and direction.

"A scientific acadeny invested with
a sovereignty, so to speak, absolute,
even if it were composed of the most
illustrious men, would infallibly and
soon end in its own moral and intell-
ectual corruption. Even today, with
the few privileges allowed them, such
is the history of all academies. The
greatest scientific genius, from the
moment he becomes an academician, an
officially licensed savant, inevitably
lapses into sluggishness. He loses his
spontaneity, his revolutionary hardi-
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hood, and that troublesome and savage
energy characteristic of the grandest
geniuses. He undoubtedly sains in po-
liteness, in utilitarian wisdom, what
he loses in power of thought. In a word
he becomes corrupted...It is the char-
acteristic of privilege and of every
privileged position to kill the heart
and mind of men...Life...is an infin-
itely greater thing than science.

", ..that which is true of scienti-
fic academies isalso true of all con-
stituent and lesislative assemblies,
even those chosen by universal suffrage.
In the latter case they may renew their
composition, it is true, but this does
not prevent the formation in a few
years time of a body of politicians,
privileged in fact thoush not in law,
who, devoting themselves exclusively
to the direction of public affairs,
finally forma sort of political aris-
tocracy or oligarchy...

"Does it follow that I reject all
aathority? Far from me such athought.
In the matter of boots, Irefer to the
authority of the bootmaker; concerning
houses, canals, or railroads, I con-
sult that of the architect or engineer.
For such or such a special knowledge
I apply to such or such savant. But I
allow neither the bootmaker, nor the
architect nor the savant to impose his
authorityonme. I listentothem free-
ly and with all the respect merited by
their intelligence, their character,
their knowledge, reserving always my
incontestable right of criticism and
censure. I do not content myself with
consulting a single authority in any
special branch; I consult several; I
compare their opinions, and choose that
which seems to me the soundest. But I
recognize no infallible authority even
in special questions; consequently,
whatever respect | may have for the
honesty of suchor such an individual,
I have no absolute faith in any person.
Such afaith would be fatal to my rea-
son, to my liberty, and even to the
success of my undertakings...The only
mission of science is to enlighten
life, not to govern it."

"If 1 bow before the authority of
the specialists and avow my readiness
to follow to a certain extent...their
indications and even their directions,



it is because their authority is im-
posed upon me by no one...Otherwise I
would repel them with horror, and bid
the devil take their counsels, their
directions, and their services, cer-
tain that they would make me pay, by
the loss of my liberty and self-re-
spect, for such scrapsof truth, wrapped
in a multitude of lies, as they might
give me,

"T bow before the authority of spe-
cial men because it is imposed upon me
by my own reason. I am conscious of my
inability to grasp, inall its details
and positive developments, any very
large portion of human knowledge. The
greatest intelligence would not be e-
qual to the comprehension of the whole.
Thence results, for science as well as
for industry, the necessity for the di-
vision and association of labor,

"T receive and I give - such is hu-
man life. Each directs and is directed
in his turn. Therefore there is no
fixed and constant authority, but a
continual exchange of mutual, tempor-
ary, and above all voluntary authority,
and subordination,

"This same reason forbids me, then,
to recognize a fixed, constant and u-
niversal authority, because there is
no universal man, no man capable of
grasping in that wealth of detail,
without which the application of seci-
ence to life is impossible, all the
sciences, all the branches of social
life...If such universality could ever
be realized inasingle man - it would
be necessary to drive this man out of
society, because this authority would
inevitably reduce all others to sla-
very and imbecility,

"I do not think that society ought
to maltreat men of genius as it has
done hitherto; but neither do I think
it should indulge them too far, still
less accord them any privileges or ex-
clusive rights whatsoever; and that
for three reasons: first, because it
wauld often mistake a charlatan for a
nan of genius; second, because, through
such a system of privileges, it might
.ransform into acharlatan even a real
nan of genius, demoralize him, and de-
srade him; and finally, because it
qould estanhlish a master over itself.
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"If they (the scientists) cannot
perform their experiments upon the
bodies of individuals, they will ask
nothing better than toperform them on
the social body and that is what must
be prevented.

"In their existing organization,
monopolizing science and remaining thus
outside of 1life, the savants form a
separate caste, in many respects ana-
logous to the priesthood. Scientific
abstraction is their God, living and
real individuals are their victims,
and they are the consecrated and 1li-
censed sacrificers.”

Keep up with and surpass each other
in the race to death! Bigger and bet-
ter nuclear tests! Oh science! What
crimes are committed in thy name!

ATTENTION ALL FEN!
(especially C.W. ones)

The following item appeared in the
February, 1958 issue of THE INDEPENDENT
(225 Lafayette St., New York 12, NY):

An AssociatedPress story thismonth
revealed that the Vatican is consider-
ing the designation of Joseph Desa
(St. Joseph of Cupertino) as “a patron
saint for space travellers.”

This would give devout Catholics
someone to pray to while on their way
to the moon.

According to the biographical dic-
tionary of the saints compiled by the
Benedictine monks of Ramsgate, Engdand,
the lifeof this proposed patron saint
of space travel was ‘“remarkable.”

“He would,” reports the Catholic
dictionary, ‘fly straight from the
church door to the altar over the heads
of worshippers. Once he flew to an o-
live tree and remained kneeling on a
branch for half an hour. Happenings
like these were almost everyday occur-
ences, witnessed by hundreds of peo-
ple.”

The crimesof history may be brief-
ly summed up in the words —— abuse of
power.

--Robert Ingersoll
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nside Bulgaria

This appeal appeared in '4.I.7., organ of the A-
narcho-Syndicalist International Workingmen's Asso-

ciation, Jan, 1358,

It is sad to think that the accounts
of the cruelties inflicted by the dic-
tatorial regimes on their adversaries
have become so common that constant re-
petition tires and dulls the senses,
to such an extent that many people are
becoming indiflerent to these outrages.
Once more we must call attention to
the concentration camps in Bulgaria,
This subject tires both the writers
and the readers. But what about those
who have to sufler, who have neither
the right nor the possibility of being
bored? The persecutor is tireless in
his task.

It is this reflection which leads
us to transmit the latest information
from our correspondent inside of Bul-
garia about the concentration camps.
Our correspondent in the interior in-
sists that we make this message known
to all the comrades and fellow workers
of the world. They must be told about
the true conditions in Bulgaria, and
once again the call for moral and fi-
nancial solidarity must be issued.

The President of the Council of Mi-
nisters, Anton Yougov, interviewed re-
cently by foreign correspondents stated
that now there are no more concentra-
tion camps in Bulgaria. The Anarchist-
Communist Federation of Bulgaria, un-
derground and in exile, can absolutely

disprove these lies. It has the facts

and can get even more evidence. The
deliberate lies of the Bulgarian gov-
ernment are meant to fool the people
of the west. :

In the Belene concentration camp
there are approximately 200 internees,
among themnumerous Anarchists who were
arrested during the Hungarian Revolu-
tion. Still there are the well-known
comrades: Manol Vassev, Christo Kolefl,
Deltcho Vassilev, Stephan Kotstoff,
etc. The Stalinist directors promised
the families of these men that they
would soon be released. We have now
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learned that their imprisonment has
again been extended for one year. The
regime in this camp ismore severe than
ever. The work consists of felling
trees, hauling, and cutting lumber.
The norm per person, per day 1is six
cubic meters, cut one meter long or
eight by two cubic meters, cut. The
internees are designated by number and
the officials do all they can to con-
ceal the names of the prisoners. For
this reason conversation between the
prisoners is prohibited. This “‘crime”
is punished by solitary confinement in
underground cells. These dungeons are
dugouts, holes in the ground, open at
the top and lined with boards to keep
out the water, which seeps in anyhow.
Prisoners are lodged in barracks
and segregated in individual boxes,
called ““cells.” Mostof the time meals
consist of a watery soup. The prison-
ers are often so hungry that they will
eat almost anything. Last summer three
prisoners ate from a horse that had
died of anthrax. Two of them died.
All new arrivals are forced to chant
in chorus the sinister hymn of the con-
centration camps, which begins with
the following lines: “We are all guil-
ty of crimes against the country. We
have come here to reform ourselves...”
One marvels at the fortitude of our
unfortunate comrades who can endure
these conditions for even a short time;
and even more, how comrades like Chris-
to Kolefl and others survived seven
years and others longer. It is shock-
ing to think that they must pass yet

_another year in these conditions and

even then never be sure that the sen-
tences will not be automatically pro-
lopged.

We are choked with pain and de-
spair, when we think of the impotence
and perbaps the indifference of the
outside world, which allows the Stal-
inist murderers Lo continue their da-



stardly crimes. We have no longer the
strength to raise these anguished ap-
peals which are lost like cries in the
desert.

--G. Orloff

P.S.: The internment of our comrades
in the concentration camp of Belene
has been prolonged for yet another
year. The number of political prison-
ers has increased to 340 and common
prisoners to 1000 persons. For some
months, the agrarian, Yordan Kovatchev
is between our comrades. The Union of
writers has tried to obtain his free-
dom without results. The regime in
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Belene is severe. Prisoners can re-
ceive only one letter and one package
every three months and only 200 levas
monthly. No vésitors are allowed. The
prolonged sentences of our comrades is
attributed to "bad conduct”, but the
true cause is in the tense internation-
al situation. The Stalinoids fear the
word Anarchism, and see its manifesta-
tions even in their own circles. Our
comrades are considered as hostages
of the movement. Only pressure and de-
termined action from the outside can
effect their liberation.

Jan. |, 1958 - "Somewhere In Bulgaria"

THE SPANISH COLLECTIVES

INTRODUCT ION

The passage of time lends perspective and we are then bet-

ter able to understand the

significance of events and the

forces that shaped them. We learn how a movement dealt with
its problems from its victories as well as its defeats. 1In
evaluating the Spanish Revolution of 1336-39 from this view-
point we have from time to time discussed its shortcomings

and we should continue to do so.

Unfortunately, the construc-

"unity" imposed from above constitutes an army of robots. Un-
ity by common agreement makes a free community. The portrait
of revolutionary Spain was painted by the people and inspired
by their aspirations. The blending of light and shade and the
gradations of color depicted their individual contributions
to social harmony. Social freedom is impossible without indi-
vidual freedom and individual freedom is impossible without
social freedom. One is the indispensable condmtion for the
other. The many different forms and types of collectives re-
flected the varmety of 1life itself. Therefore every social
grouping in every district handled its own problems in its
own way in accordance with special conditions and circumstances.
In the same manner they coordinated and federated their acti-
vities on a local, regional and national scale.

Can the people realize a free, stateless and just life2 The
answer is yes. It hasbeen said that "one example is more con-
vincing than a thousand arguments." There aee plenty of exam-
ples, and the following is one of them. This is the story of
Membrilla, a town of 6,000 in the region of La Mancha., It
tells how the people built their collective., It was written
by Enrique P. Vidal who was one of those who helped in this
task, It appeared in Solidaridad Ohrera, organ of the exiled
CNT (Spanish Libertarian Labor Organization§

We will from time to time print more about the different
types of collectives in agrarian and industrial areas, which
will show that individual freedom and local autonomy are com-
patible with efficient administration and coordination. The
words of the great Geographer and Libertarian thinker, Elisee
Reclus: "Liberty isnot the daughter but the mother of order,”
have been confirmed by the constructive accomplishments of

tive achievements that the Spanish Libertarian Movement made,
in spite of formidable obstacles and the plots of its mortal
enemies, have not received the attention they merit.

Dictatorships "solve" problems by extirpating freedom, li-
quidating its defenders and crushing the revolution; which is
another way of saying that they, and all other regimes who
are heading in their direction, are by their very nature re-
actionary. Their "solutions" cannot be ours. We fight in the
revolution in order to preserve and widen freedom and social
justice. This is not to say that heaven on earth will be mi-
raculously obtained by following a formula or that a full-blown
libertarian society will automatically appear as soon as the
old society crumbles. Even under the most favorable circum-
stances the attainment of our ideals can only be the” result
of along period of development., What is decisive is that the
social changes shoyldmove in a Lihertarian direction, in har-
mony with the Libertarian tendencies of the revolution. It is
to the eternal creditof the Spanish Libertarian movement that
it took the first steps in the building of such a society -
that the problems of social reconstruction were approached
in a libertarian manner.

The revolution released the long suppressed creative ca-
pacitiesof the people. The workers, farmers, artisans, tech-
nicians, professionals, artists and intellectuals in the vil-
lages, towns, cities and provinces of anti-fascist Spain have
shown the world what they can achieve when they are stimulated
by the noble idealsof the revolution. It has been demonstrated
that even in a civil war the economic, social and cultural
life of acountry can be revitalized and reorganized by apply-
ing libertarian standards to practical problems. An artificial

the Spanish Revolution.

In the 15 days following the 19tk
of July, 1936, the beginning of the
Spanish Revolution, (in which the Anar-
cho-Syndicalists rarely slept more than
two hours anight) ways and means were
found to restore the most necessary
public services and commerce which were
almost completely paralyzed. The com-
fortable mansion of the Count of Cabe-
zuelas was converted into sleeping
quarters, which provided 44 beds. Men,
women and children slept in separate
dormitories and private rooms were pro-
vided for married couples and for vi-
siting strangers. Provisions were di-
stributed by the collective because
the collective could get food more ea-
sily than if the individuals foraged
for that purpose. All this was free to
non-residents of Membrilla. Taverns
and stores were colsed, but all pro-
ducts could be acquired through the
collective which established three huge
stores on the outskirts of the town.
(The collective served not only Mem-
brilla but also the district.)

Work was carried on by organized
groups which varied in size, depending
on the amount and urgency of the tasks

to be accomplished. For hard or disa-
greeable work, volunteers were asked
for. There were always enough volun-
teers, and they were rewarded by work-
ing less hours and by the respect of
the community. The social boat in which
the five or six thousand human beings
sailed the “sea’’ of the steppes of La
Mancha (a rocky, barren and unfertile
area) was confronted with many ob-
stacles, but the spirit and common
sense of the people overcame them.
Membrilla was a town in name only,
It was a community whose life was in
the hands of its greedy and ineffici-
ent proprietors. Anarcho-Syndicalism
and its system of Libertarian Commun-
ism, demonstrated its ability and ap-
plied its ethical values to practical
questions. Without for a moment ne-
glecting the demands of the war against
the fascists (the quota of 100 combat
volunteers was always provided), the
men of the district CNT-FAI (FAI - An-
archist Federation of Iberia), organ-
ized in the group ‘“Love and Justice,”
earned the confidence of everyone by
their exemplary conduct. The office
workers voluntarily worked nights and
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formed a group to unlead foodstuffs
and other products. Thisand other ex-
amples as well as public opinion shamed
the lazy ones intouseful activity. In
a short time the surprising increases
in production made it possible to do
away with the old monetary system.
Wheat, machinery and all the other
products that Membrilla needed were
exchanged for wine, safflron, plaster
and other goods of the district. Due
to the initiative of the collective,
production rose 1400%.

When the trucks of the Membrilla
collective arrived at Valencia, Ali-
cante, Madrid or Barcelona, they were
loaded and minloaded free. The collec-
tive installed what Membrilla had ne-
ver had —a furniture and wood working
factory which was more than enough for
the needs of the people; a barbershop
free to all; a modern dispensary, al-
so free to all the sick in Membrilla
and surrounding areas.

Three months after the 19th of Ju-
ly, the collective made a statistical
survey of those who were sick or un-
able towork. 600 who were chronically
sick, old, or under the age of 15 and
64 pregnant women were exempt from
work. Such were examples of the new
life, and there were many more, changed
the attitude of those who were preju-
diced against the“Anarchist Heretics.’
17 nuns who were left homeless when
the convent burned down were treated
with consideration. They were given
the choice of going where they pleased
or remaining in Membrilla. If they
chese to stay, they could work at any-
thing they wanted to, as long as they
did not wear their religious costumes.
These aee the kind of lessons that the
‘“Anarchist Heretics’’ gave to the ex-
prring religious dogmatism and the gut-
less bourgeoisie.

It must be emphasized that during
the months when the collective was
formed, it developed and enlarged its
sphere of action without governmental
authority, jails or civil guards. Not
a single violent crime was committed.
The evil eflects disappeared with the
abolition of the causes thereof. (Vidal
gives the example of a so-called ‘‘cri-
minal by nature’ named Santiago Munoz,
the “wrecker.”) The Anarchists treated
him like a human being. They did not
give him sermons on what he should or
should not do and the “weecker’” made

act against anyone.

no promises; but he was one of the best
workers in the collective, and in the

- three years of war, when there was no

Civil Authority, he was fully armed
and did not commit a single harmful
He was tortured
and shot by Franco in April, 1939.

THE SCHOOL OF THE COLLECTIVE

The Anarcho-Syndicalists who spurred
the collective did not ignore the im-
portance of education in the new social
relations. On the contrary, maximum
eforts were made in that field, an ex-
perienced agronomist of Membrilla, Pri-
mitiva Cano, and a Swiss teacher of me-
chanics and drawing who had come to
Membrilla to help, opened a school,
which was provided with everything it
needed. They were assisted by a repre-
sentative advisory commjttee of com-
rades and those teachers who remained
with the people. The schools were re-
organized in the spirit of progressive
and rational non-sectarian education.
(Up to that time the schools were run
by the church) ((Vidal gives the names
of many on the advisory committee who
were put in the concentration camp at
Albatera and shot without a trial))

Free education was provided for the
boys and girls of Membrilla and also
for those from the surrounding areas.
All were encouraged to develop accord-
ing to their aptitudes and capacities.
After 20 months, eleven of the older
pupils were able tohelp the tesachers.
Membrilla was honoredby a visit of two
busloads of teachers, students and four
protessors fromMadrid and Valencia who
were making a study of the schools.
Their findings were made public and

the work of the Membrilla schools was,

discussed and lauded throughout anti-
fascist Spain.

If the cloven hoof of Fascism had
not trampled the soil of. Spain, the
work of the collective of Membrilla
and many, many others would have been
seen even by the blind and heard of by
the deaf. If the test of an experiment
is reality and truth then Anarcho-Syn-
dicalism has passed that test - Mem-
brilla and all .the other examples of

—— the constructive capacity of the Spa-

nish Revolution are jewels in the crown
of history.
-=-Enrique P. Vidal
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The Economic Crisis

That the United States is in the
midst of a severe economic crisis is a
fact which can no longer be denied by
any except the most fanatical defend-
ers of the present administration. The
number of unemployed - already more
than five and a half million - speaks
for itself. How long the depression
will last, whether it will be followed
by a worse crisis and where it will
lead are all very hazy questions at
this stage, but one thing is clear -
the depression exists.

One of the most important functions
of thiscrisis isits capacity as myth-
puncturer. Ever since the Great Depres-
sion of 1929 the American people have
been told that “it can’t happen again.”
They were assured that the legislation
passed during the Roosevel t Administra-
tion had eliminated the possibility of
another full-scale depression. This
propaganda was stepped up during the
Cold War and particularly during the
Eisenhower Administration.Capitalism’s
kept economists actually came to assert
that anew type of Capitalism had been
developed which had eliminated the
boom-bust cycle and would eventually
even lead to aclassless society. This
fantasy was dressedup with names such
as ‘‘People’s Capitalism’ and other
meaningl ess slogans. However, this tin-
sel couldn’t change thenature of Cap-
italism, as the depression is proving
to the people. If many were deceived
before, they won’t remain so very long,
and the worse the depression becomes,
the more disenchanted the people will
become.

It is obvious now that the basic
structure of Capitalism has not been
changed and cannot be changed, because
a fundamental alteration would hurt
those very interests who control the
system and in whose benefit the system
functions. This concept seems to be a
truism, but in reality is believed by
relatively few workers in the United
States Today. Few, that is, before the
present crisis. This isnot to say that
a depression such as the present one
is sufficient to transform a mass of
brainwashed workers into revolution-

aries, but it will shake the fantasies
they have been taught to their very
foundations, and prepare the ground
for the sowing of revolutionary ideas.

In order tounderstand and properly
assess the depression in the United
States it is essential tokeep in mind
that this is not just a limited, na-
tional phenomenon, but quite to the
contrary, it is .an integral part of
the world crisis which was apparent in
Europe, for example, before it really
got under way in the United States.
However, the crisis in this country
will deeply affect the economies of o-
ther countries which —directly or in-
directly — depend on the U.S. economy,
which will then affect the U.S. itself
again, in an endless chain of cause
and effect.

Russia and its satellite states are
as much a part of this international
economic crisis as the rest of the
world. While it is possible to *““solve”
the problem of unemployment ina total-
itarian system by the compulsory dis-
placement of masses of workers, their
economic systemis still basically ca-
pitalistic in that it is an exploita-
tive wage-price system. Moreover, the
distinction which is made between “pri-
vate” Capitalism in the United States
and state Capitalismin Russia and its
satellites is becoming meaningless with
the rapidly increasing power of the
government in this country. This is
obvious to anyone who compares the po-
wer of the U.S. government prior to
1929 with its power in the present day.
Indeed, it was during the ‘‘liberal”
administration of Roosevelt that the
greatest strides were made toward an
all-embracing, totalitarian state, a
fact which American socialists and o-
ther politically minded sects of the
American Left refuse to reason out to
its logical conclusion. This conclu-
sion is simply that there is no way
to legislate away the fundamental ills
of Capitalismwithout destroying Capi-
talism i1tself, and this is something
which no group which has attained state
power has ever done or ever will do.

In order to do away with unemploy-
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ment, insecurity, war and the other
ills inherent in Capitalism; in short,
in order to do away with the exploita-
tion of man by man, Capitalism must be
destroyed to be replaced by a free so-
ciety based, not on mutual competition
and destruction, but on mutual aid.
And this can only bedone by a revolu-
tionary people organized in its own
democratic, revolutionary organiza-
tions. Nothing less than this will do.
Any minor alterations will only be a
change in window dressing covering the
same brutal fact of the exploitation
of the many by the few. Names mean
nothing. The Russian economy isno less
exploitative becauseitis called”Com-
munist,” and American Capitalism is
not changedin the least by calling it
“People’s Capitalism.” The acid test
is to try to change the economy in or-
der to replace it by something better,
and this will always be opposed bitter-
ly and to the last ditch by the state,
the soul of Capitalism, nomatter what
the name of the state may be nor who
may be in control of it, be they called
Republicans, Democrats, Socialists or
Communists.

If the people are to be free, they
must free themselves.

--GHR

BOOK REVIEW

MARXISM AND FREELOM
by Raya Dunayevskaya
Bookman Associates, New York, $6

This 384 page book will interest
anarchists, though they will disagree
with . it. Miss Dunayevskaya, Leon Trot-
sky’s pre-World War IT secretary until
she broke on grounds that Bussia isn’t
a workers’ State, claims that Marxism,
unlike Stalinism, favors freedom.

And she finds that Marx allegedly
drew inspiration from American strug-
gles like the eight-hour day fight which
helped Marx to write those parts of
““Capital’ on the working day length.

An appendix has the first English
publication of Lenin's “On Hegel’s
Science of Logic” and Marx’s “Private
Property and Communism’ and “Critique
of the Hegelian Dialectic.”

--John Loeb

THE COMMON SOLDIER

The common soldiers of all Nations
are drawn from the ‘“Lower-Class,” and
but for war they would be engaged in
the peaceful

wealth for the “Upper-Class.” They have
no more voice in declaring war or plan-
ning campaigns or manipulating battles
than if they were somany cattle. They
simply obey orders. When the order
comes to go to war they go. They are
perfectly trained in the Noble-Art of
Killing, poor servile lackeys, they do
not think. And all they knowor are ex-
pected to know .s toblindly do what
they are told. But for these common-
soldiers drawn fromthe working class,
Armies would cease to exist and war
would be no more. If only the common-
soldiers knew what they are for and
why they fight and bleed and die. But
they don’t or they would not be sol-
diers. Their poor brains are doped just
enough to make them servile to their
masters and to regard their servility
In the frightful war
common -

pursuit of producing

as patriotism.
that devastated Europe, the
soldiers murdered one another with a
ferocity unknown to savage or wild
beasts. Millions were shot and sabered,
maimed and mangled, torn and disembow-
eled, and that is what common-soldiers
are for. And why not? If the soldiers
of one Nation arenot to kill the sol-
diers of another Nation, then why sol-
diers at all? The soldiers that slayed

| one another with such fiendish feroci-

ty on a hundred battle-flields in Eur-
ope never saw one another and yet they
fell upon one anotherina fury of pas-
sion that makes men monsters and sinks
them lower than the brutes. Alas. If
these common-soldiers only knew that
they are but the tools of their Aris-
tocratic and soulless Masters and that
they fight and bleed and die to perpe-
tuate their own slavery and degrada-
tion.

--Eugene V. Debs - APPEAL TO REASON

Law is but the expression of the
vagaries of custom and prejudice, or
privilege and policy, and being so,
cannot be granted place among the

sciences.

--C,V. Burke
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General Motors ~Here We Comel

The era of Modern Mislead College
Youth With Very Few Exceptions is at
hand. The “Organization Man” in neat
uniforms of gray flaneel, post-adoles-
cents destined to air-conditioned off-
ices in or among the managerial cir-
cles and the rest of the “power elite”
in this land, are being grommed by the
kind father-mother-God-brother monster
corporations.

In State universities, private un-
iversities and colleges throughout the
country, the arts - music, painting,
architecture, poetry, etc., as well as
the restof the Liberal Arts programs,
are beimg de-emphasized in favor of
specialized courses geared to grease
the path for the student in “higher
education’ to slide into a managerial
position {where all good little college
grads go).

In the next five years, if we hav-
en’t been blasted to the promised land
in the meantime, we shall witness a
terrific increase of student enroll -
ment in colleges and universities. [he
war-babies are growing up ~ I'm one of
the first, a deviant. These students
will face schooling where extensive-
intensive liberal arts studies will be

largely a thing of the past. This i
genuine tragedy. American Education i
pretty bad anyway; now it is extermi
natingits few good points in its obe
di_ent drive to supply the social vam
pires with even more of the intellec
tual crop of the country.

And this dominant corporative cur
rent brings with it serious diseases
sterile, gray conformity of though
and behavior, self-interestin the ba
sense, and increased narrownsss in per.
spective for the college young.

And what we can do about it is lit.
tle more than applaud those brave one
on the campuses who resistas best the
can, this tendency, this dominant cur.
rent. Writeif you have any ideas. Se
riously, writeif you know of a ne
secret weapon that will work - or a:

old unsecret one. And if you also ar:
crying in the cemetery over the corpst

of liberal education, which wasn’t the
best thing in the world, but which wa:
easier to get along with — then, fron
these pages I offer you my hand, bro-
ther, I offer you my hand.

--GS (Chicago,

WALK FOR PEACE

The first week-end in April wit-
nessed a series of demonstrations and
meetings in New York for the stopping
of nuclear weapons tests. Numerous mar-
chers had come afoot from as far away
as Philadelphia and New Haven. All ages
were represented with many children
and oldsters. Sponsored by the Quakers,
Peacemakers, Fellowship of Reconcili-
ation, War Resisters League and others,
The Walk for Peace shows promise of
developing into a serious mass movement
of opposition to the insane war plans
of the “statesmen’ of all nations.

Both on the way to New York and dur-
ing the walks in the city itself, there
was considerable display of sympathy
on the part of the general public. The
walk to theUnited Nationson Good Fri-
day consisted of about one thousand
people.

Both of the walks in New York were
harassed by carloads of Hungarian Free-
dom Fighters with banners, chanting
“Continue Testing’” and denouncing the

marchers as ‘‘communists.” Contact was

finally established between the demon:
strators and the Hungarians who pub:
licly apologized from the Speakers’
platform at a street-meeting on Satur-
day. They later invited the ‘“Walker:
for Peace’” to join them in a pickett.
ing of the Russian Consulate on Easte:
Sunday. Heavy rain limited this show
of solidarity with enslaved Hungary t«
a token participation.

At the mass meeting held on Frida:
night, leaflets were distributed ex-
pressing the support of the Libertar.
ian League, whose New York members ant
sympathizers participatedin the demon.
strations, with the Walk for Peac:
movement, and further elaborating thi
Libertarian attitude on the problem o:
nuclear armaments.

Further activities are planned i1
line with the Walk for Peace idea
which may include a nationally organ
ized “Walk” to Washington. Appeals t
the authorities can lead to little i1
our opinion, but as a means of rally
ing people to a realization of th
dangers, the movement can mean much.
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B ot The Church

The following is reprinted from Espafia Libre of Fehruary '21, 1958;

Rev. Agustin Gonzalez, 0,S.A.
Agustinian Academy
Staten Island, N.Y.

Dear Sir: I have read in ‘“The Tab-
let” the letter youhave sent to WCBS-
TV in protest of their telecast ‘““War
In Spain’ and since your letter repeats
the sameold big lie that Franco saved
Spain from communism I -cannot let it
pass unchallenged. I also havewritten
to WCBS-TV protesting the manner of
their presentation of “War In Spain”
but for different reasons, so the te-
lecast didnot please the liberals nor
the faxcists. : i

So the “Spanish Civil War was pri-
marily a heroic struggle of patriotic
Spaniards, led by General Franco, to
save their country from the horrors of
Communist slavery....”. And I suppose
that in your opinion the Fascist and
the Nazi hordes sent by Mussolini and
by Hitler and the Moors .brought by
Franco and without which -he could ne-
ver have won the war were all “patri-
otic Spaniards.” There seem to be no
limits to your shameless prevarication.
The Spanish Civil War, as every well
informed person knows today was not a
war between Fascism and Communism as
the telecast presented because there
was not a single Communist in the Spa-
nigh Republican government at the time
of the revolt and what is  more the
Communists had no influence whatever
among the government and union lead-
ers. The Spanish Civil War was a war
of the Catholic Church, the Army, the
landowners and industrialists and the
Carlists and international: Fascism a-
gainst the Spanish people and the proof
of this lies 1in the very fact: that
Franco had to bring the Nazis and the
Fascists and ‘the traditional enemies
>f Spain, the Moors. Where was that
old mythical warrior Santiago when the
loors were slaughtering Spaniards and
raping Spanish women? If the infamous

Committee of Non-Intervention had been
really what it oretended to be the
Fascist revolt against the Spanish peo-
ple would not have lasted six months.
The truth is that Franco did not save
Spain from any Communist horrors and
slavery but brought upon the Spanish
people the horrors and the slavery of
Fascism because the Spanish people are
today hungrier and poorer than ever.
As for freedom, after ruling for eight-
een years there is no more freedom in
Spain than behind the Iron Curtain.

The troubleis that the Internation-
al Brigade came too late and were too
few, just enough to give a bad reputa-
tion to the struggle and the jitters
to the vacilating democracies. And how
come that if the people were really
on the sideof Franco even after twen-
ty years of his rule and indoctrina-
tion he is afraid to aall for free e-
lections? He is afraid because he knows
the great majority of the Spanish peo-
ple still are against him and that his
terroristic methods keep them silent.
What is the difference, between the
terror of Krushchev and Franco? The
only difference is that Franco’s ter-
ror is at the service of the Catholic
Church and is blessed by the Pope while
Krushchev’'s terror is against the
Church. Only a few years ago and on
his return from Spain, Cardinal Spell-
man admitted that he heard it from
reliable sources that if the protec-
tion of the armed forces were removed
from the clergy they would be murdered
within forty-eight hours. What great-
er indictment can be drawn against the
Catholic Church than this hate of the
people?

And who keeps Franco in power? The
$8% given to him by our administration
and the moral support of our country.
If you cannot speak the truth hold your
tongue and do not try to beat Ananias.

Truthfully yours,
J.M. Martinez
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THE 100™ YEAR OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION

Ed. note: the following information is taken from
the Jan. 1958 issue of Regeneration, organ of the
Anarchist Federation of Mexico. The article warns
of a serious threat. The Catholic Church is try-
ing to regain its former privileges, helped by ma-

ny labor groups.

Mexico dedicated the year 1957 in
honor of the deputies who framed the
liberal constitution in 1857, in har-
mony with the spirit of progress. These
liberal laws were enacted because the
'awmakers were forced to do so by the
pressure of the revolutionary peasants,

workers and intellectuals. It is they

who should be honored. They checked
the unlimited powers of the clergy and
its allies who were draining the blood
of the Mexican people and sapping the
resources of the country. It was the
clerical forces who provoked the French
intervention and helped to install the
infamous Archduke Maximillian as the
ruler of Mexico. The purpose of the
coalition was to steal the riches of
Mexico.

There were many abuses. The clergy
collected tithes either in cash or in
goods. It collected for births, mar-
riages and deaths. For example, if a
family did not have enough to pay for
a funeral, the priests would refuse

to bury the deceased. The body was left

unburied until a public collection sup-
plied the full price. These and other
outrageous acts were prohibited by law.
The reforms would never have been put

into practice if it were not for the '

vigilance and sacrifices of the progres-
sive and revolutionary elements.

The clergy fought to maintain and
widen its privileges. Those who defied
the authority of the Church paid dear-
ly for their courage. Melchior Ocampo
was murdered. Guil lermo Prieto, a brave
man, saved the life ofPresident Beni-
to Juarez when a group of religious
fanatics tried to assassinate him in
Guadalajara. Gomez Farias was one of
the most radical speakers and activists
so was Ignacio Al tamarino, both among
those known as the“Men of the Heform.”
Although we mention a few, their num-
ber was legion. Ry their eflorts and
often at the cost of their lives they

tried to change society in accord with
tl.le most progressive ideas of their
times.

Now this period in the history of
Mexico is being celebrated. It is dis-
gusting to see the clergy repeating
the abuses against which these men
fought. The Church mocks liberal ideas.
It openly flaunts its power by organ-
izing religious parades and pilgrim-
mages to religious shrines. The cler-
gy exploits the religious superstition
of the ignorant masses. Thousands of
pilgrims from all over Mexico walk hun-
dreds of miles to the capitol in their
bare feet. Others crawl 3 or 4 kilo-
meters on their knees as they approach
the shrine of Guadalupe. After complet-
ing the penance demanded by the Church,
many pilgrims must be hospitalized.
Thus does the Christian religion, which
is supposed to practice brotherly love,
inflict torture on its followers! Thus
does it degrade the culture of a peo-
ple! %

We are not surprised by the acts of
the clergy, nor the ignorance of the
religious fanatics. This is the way
they always behave. The disgusting
hypocrisy of those who know better is
quite another matter. Many union lead-
ers, without the slightest respects for
the constitution which they claim to
honor, lend their prestige to the or-
ganization of these ostentatious spec-
tacles called pilgrimages. At these
religious affairs the employers adver-
tise their products. Various uunions
send delegations of workers to these
pilgrimages and demonstrations, who
carry hube signs anddisplays, featur-
ing the name of the employer, the fac-
tory and the union.

We view with infinite disgust those
who force many class-conscious workers
to participate in these shameless cir-
cuses because they would lose their
jobs if they refused to knuckle under.
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THROUGH US ALONE
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Humble fisherman,
We don't know what you did
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Aikichi Kuboyama,

Be the name of all our hopes.

On us alone will it depend

Whether you had to be the first to die
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Total Expenses....$3148, 35 -

DEFICIT FOR FIRST QUARTER —- $43.13

From now on monthly and arnual financial reports will be

By mere accident and chance,

Or whether you died for all our sakes;
On us alone, your Brothers,

Aikichi Kuboyama.

published regularly in VIEWS AND COMMENTS. These reports in-
clude the income and expenses of the Libertarian Center in
New York and the publication of VIEWS AND COMMENTS and such
other material as we may publish. These reports are intended
only as summaries., Copies of the detailed reports are avall—
able to anyone requesting them.

(Translated by P.N.)




Wl\at We Stancl For

Two great power blocs struggle for world domination. Nei-
ther of these represents the true interests and welfare of
Humanity. Their conflict threatens mankind with atomic de-
struction. Underlying both of these blocs are institutions
that breed exploitation, inequality and oppression.

Without trying to legislate for the future we feel that we
can indicate the general lines along which a solution to these
problems can be found.

The exploitative societies of today must be replaced by a
' new libertarian world whichwill proclaim - Equal freedom for
all in a free socialist society.” "Freedom" without socialism
leads to privitegeand injustice; "Socialism" without freedom
is totalitarian. v

The monopoly of power which is the state must be replaced
by a world-wide federation of free communities, labor coun-
cils andlor co-operatives operating according to the princi-
ples of free agreement. The government of men must be re-

“placed by a functional society basedon the administration of
things.

Centralism, which means regimentation from the top down,
- must be replaced by federalism, which means co-operation from
the bottam up. '

THE LIBERTARIAN LEAGUE will not accept the old socio-poli-
tical cliches, but will boldly explore new roads while exam-
ining anew the n~ld movements, drawing from them altl that
which time and experience has proven to be valid.

LIBERTARIAN CENTER

813 Broadway (between 1ltn & 12tn Sts.)
NEW YORK CITY

ROUND TABLE YQUTH DISCUSSIONS EVERY FRIDAY AT 8

Dinner and social on the tnird Saturday
of every montn at 7:30 PM
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